
www.marlborough.govt.nz
Phone: 03 520 7400
Fax: 03 520 7496
Email: mdc@marlborough.govt.nz

Street Address: 
15 Seymour Street
Blenheim 7201
New Zealand

He korero no te Kaunihera o Wairau 

NEWS FROM THE MARLBOROUGH  
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Wither Hills’ fire danger rises to ‘Extreme’

Use Antenno for irrigation status and more 

Children flock to libraries for holiday fun

Fire and Emergency NZ advised 
Marlborough District Council last week 
that the fire danger on the Wither Hills 
Farm Park was ‘extreme’. Temperatures 
in Blenheim had reached 36C.
All upper tracks in the Wither Hills 
Farm Park remain closed. The Mountain 
Bike Park and all of the Wither Hills 
Farm Park, except for the lower tracks, 
are closed in the interests of public 
safety.
Marlborough District Council strongly 

advises people not enter the closed 
areas and use only the Lower Farm 
Track, Mapp Track, the town boundary 
or Taylor River Reserve tracks in the 
early morning. 
‘Upper Track Closed’ signs have been 
installed at numerous entry points in 
the Farm Park to reinforce the message.
For further information go to the 
NIWA Fire Weather Indices website: 
https://fireweather.niwa.co.nz/region/
Marlborough%20Kaikoura 

Summer is well underway and river 
levels are starting to fall. Already some 
rivers in the region have reached the 
first resource consent shut-off levels.
The Council sends notifications out 
via the Antenno app, and also via 
email, when a river or aquifer reaches 
the shut-off flow or level for the first 
time each irrigation season, or when 
partial rationing based on river flows is 
required.
Download Antenno to receive 
irrigations status notifications and other 
notifications such as road closures, 
SVIS notifications, reticulated water 
shutdowns, and other changes to our 
services that affect you.
For more information go to:

Marlborough District Libraries have been 
full of children these school holidays. 
There have been lots of stories and 
craft sessions, movies at Picton Library 
and a special trivia quiz. There was 
also a special performance at each 
library from Kiwi Jam with lots of 
music, fun storytelling and enthusiastic 
participation from the children.
More than 350 children have 
participated in the annual summer 
reading programme, reading a minimum 
of four books and chatting with the staff 
about what they’ve read and receiving 
prizes for their hard work. 

Kiwi Jam performers have kept children 
entertained at the Marlborough District 
Libraries with music and storytelling 
this summer break

New team at Marlborough Convention Centre 

Taylor River stopbank improvements on track
Work on the Taylor River stopbank 
upgrade at Nelson Street is 
progressing well. It’s all part of the 
Council’s ongoing flood protection 
maintenance and improvements 
across the Wairau Plain.
The 80m length of stopbank 
between 31A Nelson Street and the 
Beaver Road entrance to the Taylor 
River Reserve is part way through 
reconstruction. Once completed it will 
help ensure Blenheim continues to be 
protected to a ‘one in 100 year’ flood 
standard. 
There are several sections of Taylor 
River stopbank which are either in 

poor condition or located within 
private land where they are difficult 
to access and maintain. The Council 
bought the property at 39 Nelson 
Street so the work can be completed 
to Beaver Road. The stopbank 
construction required a number of 
trees to be removed on the site. Once 
the earthworks have been completed, 
replacement trees will be planted in 
the reserve and the property sold on 
the open market.
On average the Council spends about 
$6 million each year maintaining and 
upgrading the Wairau River stopbank 
and floodway network. 

Following a significant tenure 
managing the Marlborough 
Convention Centre, Scenic Hotel 
Group’s lease agreement has come 
to an end, effective today, and the 
management of the centre is being 
handed back to Marlborough District 
Council, who will take over day-to-
day operations.
Council Support Services Manager 
Dean Heiford says Scenic’s decision, 
after running the venue for 13 
years, provides an opportunity to 
consolidate management of the 
venue with the neighbouring ASB 
Theatre.
“I’d like to thank Scenic for their 
contribution and the high standard 
they set in running the venue. All 
the feedback we’ve received over the 
years has been very positive, both 
about the venue itself and also the 
excellent staff and services provided 
by Scenic.” 
Those efforts contributed greatly to 
the Marlborough Convention Centre 
being awarded ‘New Zealand’s Best 
Convention Centre 2020’ by the 
World MICE Awards – see https://
worldmiceawards.com/award/new-
zealand-best-convention-centre/2020
“In recent years the Convention 
Centre, ASB Theatre and Destination 
Marlborough have worked closely 
together to attract and manage 
conferences, trade shows, meetings 

and business functions, so it’s a 
natural fit for the ASB Theatre 
to merge its operation with the 
Convention Centre’s.”
“I believe it’s a win-win and will 
result in efficiencies for both the 
Council, which owns the Convention 
Centre, and the ASB Theatre.”
“Marlborough is a highly desirable 
place to hold a conference or large 
event – we have seen an increasing 
number hosted here over recent 
years, which has brought millions 
of dollars into the Marlborough 
economy. Much of that business 
dollar spend was spread through 
Marlborough’s retail, hospitality, 
transport and tourism sectors.”
Mr Heiford says all existing bookings 
and agreements will be honoured. 
“We’ll be contacting current 
customers, event managers and local 
businesses once the new structure is 
in place. Marlborough is very much 
open for business and will continue 
to be an attractive location for 
business functions and events.”
The Convention Centre is flexibly 
designed with five main spaces that 
can be brought together in different 
formats to suit any event set up, and 
all up can host 560 people. 
Anyone business wishing to book 
the Convention Centre facilities can 
email book@mctt.co.nz or call 03 
520 8558.

The new section of stopbank in the Taylor River Reserve 

https://www.marlborough.govt.
nz/environment/water-metering-
information/irrigation-status-
notifications 
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Fire and Emergency NZ advised the 
Council last week that the fire danger 
on the Wither Hills Farm Park was 
‘Extreme’. Temperatures in Blenheim 
had reached 36C.
All upper tracks in the Wither Hills 
Farm Park remain closed. The Mountain 
Bike Park and all of the Wither Hills 
Farm Park, except for the lower tracks, 
are closed in the interests of public 
safety. The Council strongly advises 

people not to enter the closed areas 
and to use only the Lower Farm Track, 
Mapp Track, the town boundary or 
Taylor River Reserve tracks in the early 
morning. 
‘Upper Tracks Closed’ signs have been 
installed at numerous entry points in 
the Farm Park to reinforce the message. 
For further information go to:
https://fireweather.niwa.co.nz/region/
Marlborough%20Kaikoura 

Summer is well underway and river 
levels are starting to fall. Already some 
rivers in the region have reached the 
first resource consent shut-off levels. 
The Council sends notifications out 
via the Antenno app, and also via 
email, when a river or aquifer reaches 
the shut-off flow or level for the first 
time each irrigation season, or when 
partial rationing based on river flows is 
required.
Download Antenno to receive irrigation 
status notifications and other notices 
such as road closures, SVIS notifications, 
reticulated water shutdowns, and other 
changes to our services that affect you.
For more information on irrigation 
status notifications go to:

Marlborough District Libraries have been 
full of children these school holidays. 
There have been lots of stories and 
craft sessions, movies at Picton Library 
and a special trivia quiz. There was 
also a special performance at each 
library from Kiwi Jam with lots of 
music, fun storytelling and enthusiastic 
participation from the children.
More than 350 children have 
participated in the annual summer 
reading programme, reading a minimum 
of four books and chatting with the staff 
about what they’ve read and receiving 
prizes for their hard work. 

Kiwi Jam performers kept children 
entertained at the Marlborough District 
Libraries with music and storytelling 
this summer break

New team at Marlborough Convention Centre 

Taylor River stopbank improvements on track
Work on the Taylor River stopbank 
upgrade at Nelson Street is 
progressing well. It’s all part of the 
Council’s ongoing flood protection 
maintenance and improvements 
across the Wairau Plain.
The 80m length of stopbank 
between 31A Nelson Street and the 
Beaver Road entrance to the Taylor 
River Reserve is part way through 
reconstruction. Once completed it will 
help ensure Blenheim continues to be 
protected to a ‘one in 100 year’ flood 
standard. 
There are several sections of Taylor 
River stopbank which are either in 

poor condition or located within 
private land where they are difficult 
to access and maintain. The Council 
bought the property at 39 Nelson 
Street so the work can be completed 
to Beaver Road. The stopbank 
construction required a number of 
trees to be removed on the site. Once 
the earthworks have been completed, 
replacement trees will be planted in 
the reserve and the property sold on 
the open market.
On average the Council spends about 
$6 million each year maintaining and 
upgrading the Wairau River stopbank 
and floodway network. 

Following a significant tenure 
managing the Marlborough 
Convention Centre, Scenic Hotel 
Group’s lease agreement has come 
to an end and the management of 
the centre has been handed back to 
Marlborough District Council, who 
will take over day-to-day operations. 
Council Support Services Manager 
Dean Heiford says Scenic’s decision, 
after running the venue for 13 years, 
provides an opportunity to 
consolidate management of the 
venue with the neighbouring ASB 
Theatre.
“I’d like to thank Scenic for their 
contribution and the high standard 
they set in running the venue. All the 
feedback we’ve received over the 
years has been very positive, both 
about the venue itself and also the 
excellent staff and services provided 
by Scenic.” 
Those efforts contributed greatly to 
the Marlborough Convention Centre 
being awarded ‘New Zealand’s Best 
Convention Centre 2020’ by the 
World MICE Awards. 
“In recent years the Convention 
Centre, ASB Theatre and Destination 
Marlborough have worked closely 
together to attract and manage 
conferences, trade shows, meetings 
and business functions."
"It’s a natural fit for the ASB Theatre 

to merge its operation with the 
Convention Centre’s.”
“I believe it’s a win-win and will 
result in efficiencies for both the 
Council, which owns the Convention 
Centre, and the ASB Theatre.”
“Marlborough is a highly desirable 
place to hold a conference or large 
event – we have seen an increasing 
number hosted here over recent 
years, which has brought millions of 
dollars into our economy." 
"Much of that business dollar spend 
was spread through Marlborough’s 
retail, hospitality, transport and 
tourism sectors.”
Mr Heiford says all existing bookings 
and agreements will be honoured. 
“We’ll be contacting current 
customers, event managers and local 
businesses once the new structure is 
in place." 
"Marlborough is very much open for 
business and will continue to be an 
attractive location for business 
functions and events.”
The Convention Centre is flexibly 
designed with five main spaces that 
can be brought together in different 
formats to suit any event set up, and 
all up can host 560 people. 
Anyone business wishing to book 
the Convention Centre facilities can 
email book@mctt.co.nz or call 03 
520 8558.

The new section of stopbank in the Taylor River Reserve 

https://www.marlborough.govt.
nz/environment/water-metering-
information/irrigation-status-
notifications 

The fire danger on the Wither Hills Farm Park is now ‘Extreme’ - all the upper tracks 
remain closed


