Sounds News

He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

Rai Valley’s ‘village green’
dream may be fulfilled

The community’s long-held wish for a village green may finally come true
for Rai Valley.

A suitable site, which may also include new public toilets, has been identified in the
Rai Valley Tavern car park. Council’s Assets & Services Committee has approved
staff to continue discussions with the tavern owner to look further at the concept’s
feasibility and cost.
The Rai Valley community has asked the Council to help to create a new public space
for a number of years through the annual plan submission process.
In August 2020 the new owners of the Rai Valley Tavern approached the Council with
a creative idea to use part of the land on their site to locate the village green.
“Council staff have had discussions with the owner around development of the site
and a concept plan has been prepared which connects with the new playground,
which they recently developed themselves,” said Councillor Nadine Taylor, Chair of
the Assets & Services Committee.
“The site is central, close to the local café, other shops and local businesses,” she said.
“The proposed village green would have a defined area and appropriate fencing to
clearly distinguish the business from the public space.”
“This is a creative solution to a long-held dream by the Rai Valley community for
a quality public space in the centre of the town with multiple potential uses and
accessible for all,” Clr Taylor said.
Rai Valley township’s public toilet is close to 40 years old and due for replacement.
Costings need to be finalised and funding confirmed before the project proceeds.

The concept plans showing the new public space

Drone takes flight again

Safe boating messages will be back in the skies over Picton Harbour this Saturday.
After a successful trial in early January, Marlborough’s Harbourmaster will again
use drone technology to broadcast a series of messages reminding boaties to
have communications and lifejackets, and to check the weather before
heading out.
The initiative created a lot of interest from the public and national media last
month but Harbourmaster Luke Grogan is expecting a more low key event
this time.

“We will continue to use the drone to highlight boating safety when the opportunity
arises and it has certainly proven to be a talking point. The majority of Marlborough’s
boating public responded in good spirit, which is great as this was the intent of the
project,” he said.
The industrial drone with its clip-on sound system is operated by GCH UAV with
messages created in collaboration with local radio station Brian FM. The initiative is
funded by Maritime New Zealand.

Council’s Harbours team - working to
ensure our waterways are safe for
everyone to enjoy.

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

For up to date sailing, news and weather from Marlborough Sounds Marinas visit: www.msmarinas.co.nz
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