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Muller Road critical infrastructure
project begins
Do it once, do it right is the driver
behind a significant Blenheim
infrastructure upgrade about to begin in
Muller Road.
The Council will start site investigations
on 12 January as part of the critical
works project to replace the wastewater,
stormwater and water mains along
Muller Road, between Redwood Street
and Weld Street. Construction is due to
start at the Redwood Street end on 18
February.
“Over the past 15 years, the expansion
of Blenheim’s residential areas has
seen more pressure put on existing
stormwater and wastewater facilities,
some of which are beyond their useful
life. New infrastructure is needed,” said
Councillor Nadine Taylor, Chair of the
Council’s Assets and Services Committee.
The $3.5 million project, which has been
awarded to infrastructure company
Fulton Hogan, is part of Blenheim’s 30
year infrastructure upgrade strategy. The
project will take up to 12 months with
completion planned for late 2021.

“We recognise there will be disruption
for residents. However, the Council wants
to ‘do it once, do it right’ and minimise
future disruption by replacing all the
critical services at once. These works
also include improvements for property
owners, with new pipe connections to
stormwater, wastewater and the water
main,” Clr Taylor said.
The sewerage pipes in this area of
Blenheim are old and beyond their useful
life. The project will see new stormwater
pipes installed which will reduce the
surface water flooding risk. The water
main will also be replaced at the same
time, with new duplicate pipes on each
side of the road.
Once completed, the road will be
resurfaced from kerb to kerb in chip seal.
All berms, kerbs and footpaths will be
reinstated where affected.
There will be a flow-on effect for traffic
in the area with sections of the road
closed to the public during daytime work
hours, with one way traffic only outside
the hours of work.

Another busy year for Enviroschools
It was a busy year in 2020 for
Marlborough’s schools and early
childhood centres in their journey
towards long-term sustainability.
Enviroschools started in
Marlborough in 2005 with
just five schools. Now all
seven kindergartens and 29
schools in the region are part of
the programme.
Last year saw a number of
projects including helping
Fairhall School plan their Green
Gold Walk, learning about pest
trapping with Renwick School and
reflecting on Enviroschools Silver
with Waikawa Bay School. Rapaura
School also looked at vision
mapping to help them decide
what action they want to take in
2021 and Renwick Kindergarten
investigated solar panels.
Marlborough District
Council Education Officer
and Enviroschools Regional
Coordinator Annie McDonald, who
has led the programme for the
past 20 years, said her part-time
team of four supported teachers
and students in a number of ways.
“We run professional development
workshops for teachers and skills
workshops for students. We
offer to model lessons, provide
local resources and contacts,
support Envirogroups and student

Riding into a new role
She’s been a familiar face at many
Marlborough schools over the past four
years helping local children learn how
to ride.
Now Sandy Large has pedalled into a
new position as RideOn Coordinator
for the Council’s cycle skills training
courses.
RideOn is a cycle skills education
programme for schools. Trainees’ learn
the benefits of cycling and develop
an understanding of road rules, giving
riding skills and knowledge to gain
confidence for the road conditions
they’d expect to encounter. They are
also equipped with skills to be safe and
considerate out on the road to foster a
lifelong involvement in biking.
Sandy has been one of nine cycle skills
instructors for the past four years but
moved into the coordinator’s role late
last year.
“I just love it when you get kids who
have not had the opportunity to ride
a bike before and are nervous, but by
the end of the course they are riding
with confidence and their skills have
progressed,” she said.
The RideOn programme, aligned with
the national BikeReady initiative, is
free for schools and has proven to be
popular in Marlborough with six schools

involved annually. “Due to funding
restrictions, spaces on the programme
are limited,” Sandy said.
Training begins with Grade One which
is off-road for Year 5 students - this
includes bike and helmet safety checks,
starting and stopping with control,
steering and manoeuvring safely around
objects, using gears correctly and
emergency breaking.
In Year 6 the children graduate to
Grade Two which takes them out of the
school grounds on to local roads. They
have to be able to complete all the
Grade One core skills first.
“By the end of two three-hour Grade
Two sessions, the children grow in
confidence to bike on local roads and
develop the understanding of how
to assess dynamic risks as a cyclist,
through different types of controlled
and uncontrolled intersections,” said
Sandy.
A mum of four, Sandy taught her own
children how to ride bikes, as well
as being part of the management at
The Graperide, so she’s had plenty of
first-hand experience. She’s also a dab
hand with a hockey stick and works
for Hockey Marlborough coaching the
New Zealand Small Sticks programme in
schools.

Waikawa Bay School students are pictured
here hard at work on their Enviroschools
programme in and around the school.
actions and help connect schools to
each other to share their learning and
environmental actions.”
“We also work with staff and students to
reflect on their programmes and projects
and celebrate achievements which is
really important,” she said.
This year will bring some new focus
areas including a workshop on climate
change for secondary school students,
a pilot programme with early childhood
centres and teacher workshops on
Learning for Sustainability.

Jamming at Marlborough District Libraries
Kiwi Jam are musicians, storytellers,
songwriters and instrument makers based
in the Marlborough Sounds.
Their show combines interactive
storytelling, music and games, for
children of all ages.

They will be performing at Picton Library
and Service Centre on Wednesday 13
January at 2.30 pm and at Marlborough
District Library (Blenheim) on Tuesday 19
January at 2.00 pm.
Everyone is welcome to these free events.

www.marlborough.govt.nz

Queen Elizabeth II Award of Music
Notice is given that the committee
administering the above fund will give
consideration to an award or awards to
the Marlborough/Kaikoura candidate (or
candidates) 18 years of age or under,
who in 2020 passed the Royal School
of Music or Trinity College of Music
examinations Grade VIII instrumental
or Grade VI vocal (whether or not the
candidate was examined within the
Marlborough or Kaikoura districts).
The residency qualifications are a
minimum of one year for residents of
Marlborough/Kaikoura, though students
who are temporarily living in other areas
are eligible. The Awards Committee will
consider nominations received.
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It is at their discretion whether or not to
make an award.
Nominations must be received in writing
addressed to the District Secretary,
Marlborough District Council, PO Box
443, Blenheim 7240 on or before Friday
15 January 2021.
There are no nomination forms
but it would be of assistance for
the Awards Committee to receive
background information in support of
any nomination lodged, including any
examination result reports.
Any queries should be directed to Tony
Quirk, Marlborough District Council, at
tony.quirk@marlborough.govt.nz
Mayor John Leggett.

