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He korero no te Kaunihera o Wairau 

NEWS FROM THE MARLBOROUGH  
DISTRICT COUNCIL

It’s been a huge few days for 
Marlborough after the massive storm on 
the weekend.
Mayor John Leggett said the multi-
agency emergency response was a huge 
effort by many and he thanked everyone 
for their cooperation.
“Nine hundred people were evacuated 
from their homes on Saturday as towns 
and communities across Marlborough 
were cut off by the floodwater.”
“We declared a state of local emergency 
at 12:20pm on Saturday to ensure our 
emergency response team had all the 
resources it needed to effectively conduct 
evacuations. This state of emergency will 
stay in place for the time being as we 
transition to a recovery phase,” he said.
The Mayor said the recovery involves 

getting a full assessment of the damage, 
clearing and repairing roads, and 
restoring power and telecommunications 
lines.
“We are pleased with the way our 
regions stop bank network held up 
during the event. The Council has 
invested a lot in river flood protection 
works since 1983 – this was a test of the 
quality of that work.”
“Although there is a lot of work ahead 
of us we are a resilient region and we 
will get through this. We will continue 
working with the many Marlborough-
based agencies, organisations and iwi 
to get our region back up and running,” 
John said.
The following images were taken around 
the region on Saturday 17 July 2021.

Marlborough responds as major storm hits 

The Marlborough 
Harbourmaster is seeking the 
owners of these two vessels.
If you are the owner of 
either of these craft or have 
information on the vessels or 
the owners, please contact 

the Harbourmaster on  
03 520 7400.
The vessels are now in 
the possession of the 
Harbourmaster. If they remain 
unclaimed for 30 days they 
may be sold or destroyed.

Harbourmaster seeking 
information on abandoned vessels
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Bothams Bend showing the flood bank overtopping


