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The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available online 
and at Council’s Office, 15 Seymour Street. 

Council Meeting

• Thursday 5 August at 9.00 am

Assets and Services Committee Meeting

• Thursday 19 August at 9.00 am

Times and dates may be subject to change. 
Please contact the Committee Secretary,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
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Dancing Through the Decades 
with The Beat Girls
Iconic Kiwi trio The Beat Girls are heading 
to Picton. Showcasing the best of the best 
from their repertoire, NZ’s favourite girl 
group will be singing and dancing up a 
storm. Secure your places today, you do not 
want to miss this one.
Sat 24 July; 6.00 pm - 11.00 pm 
Oxley’s Bar & Kitchen, Picton

New Grovetown Lagoon management plan will strengthen the mahi
Not everyone knows but Marlborough has a 
special taonga.
“It is more than a beautiful place - it is also 
the community working together that makes 
Grovetown Lagoon special,” said Te Whanau 
Hou Grovetown Lagoon Society Inc. 
administrator Justine Johnson.
A new reserve management plan for the 
Grovetown Lagoon is seen as a way to 
continue the great mahi to date to protect 
this treasured place. Justine is overseeing 
the community engagement process for the 
Council which begins today.
Grovetown Lagoon, an old meander 
channel of the Wairau River, has become a 
popular area for walking, biking, picnicking, 
kayaking, food gathering and bird watching.  
It includes a mix of Council-owned reserve, 
unformed legal road, Land Information  
New Zealand (LINZ) land and Department of 
Conservation (DOC) reserve. 

Te Whanau Hou Grovetown Lagoon Society 
Inc. was formally established in 2005 to 
manage its protection and restoration.
Feedback from the public about the 
proposal is now invited. The draft reserve 
management plan will then be prepared and 
publically notified. The final plan is expected 
to be completed in late 2022.
Feedback or suggestions should be made in 
writing by 5.00 pm on Friday 27 August.
This can also be emailed to: 
tewhanauhourmp@marlborough.govt.nz  
or via the online form at:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
have-your-say-consultations
For further information please leave a 
message at the Council on 03 520 7400 for 
Justine Johnson and she will return your call. 

Blenheim hosts LGNZ Conference and the Prime Minister
Last week Blenheim hosted the annual 
Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ) 
Conference which saw close to 600 mayors, 
chairs, chief executives, councillors and 
senior management from New Zealand's 
councils visit our region.
The Prime Minister, Local Government 
Minister, Finance Minister, Housing Minister, 
Arts & Culture Minister were also in 
attendance.
The Prime Minister and her party also  
visited the new library and art gallery 
building. Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor and 
Mayoress Anne Best officially welcomed  
her. Libraries Manager Glenn Webster 
spoke, as did Millennium Art Gallery 
Manager Cressida Bishop and Katherine 
Skipper, from architects Warren and 
Mahoney. The Government contributed $11 
million of COVID-19 relief funding into the 
project, which is progressing well. 

Above: Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern at the 
LGNZ Conference in Blenheim last week

Below: During her visit to Blenheim,  
Prime Minister Ardern also visited the new library 
and art gallery building

Rai Valley Quiz Night
Rai Valley Leo Club are bringing their 
popular quiz night to Millers Rest and raising 
funds to establish a plant nursery and 
subsidise the school’s annual camp.  
Great prizes and raffles up for grabs.  
Bookings are essential.
Sat 24; 6.30 pm - 9.30 pm 
Millers Rest Pub, Rai Valley

Movie Tuesday
Join the Library team for their monthly 
movie afternoon with free popcorn and a 
cuppa. Everyone is welcome and it’s free! 
No need to book, just come along.
Tue 27 Jul; 2.00 pm - 4.30 pm 
Picton Library and Service Centre

Wairau River Bridge looking north

State Highway 63 Waihopai Bridge

State Highway 1 Bridge by the gravel works at Spring CreekBothams Bend showing the flood bank overtopping

Queen Charlotte Drive

Marlborough responds as major storm hits 
It’s been a huge few days for Marlborough after the massive storm on the weekend.
Mayor John Leggett said the multi-agency emergency response was a huge effort by many 
and he thanked everyone for their cooperation.
“Nine hundred people were evacuated from their homes on Saturday as towns and 
communities across Marlborough were cut off by the floodwater.”
“We declared a state of local emergency at 12:20pm on Saturday to ensure our emergency 
response team had all the resources it needed to effectively conduct evacuations.  
This state of emergency will stay in place for the time being as we transition to a  
recovery phase,” he said.
The Mayor said the recovery involves getting a full assessment of the damage, clearing and 
repairing roads, and restoring power and telecommunications lines.
“We are pleased with the way our regions stop bank network held up during the event. The 
Council has invested a lot in river flood protection works since 1983 – this was a test of the 
quality of that work.”
“Although there is a lot of work ahead of us we are a resilient region and we will get through 
this. We will continue working with the many Marlborough-based agencies, organisations 
and iwi to get our region back up and running,” John said.

The following images were taken around the region on Saturday 17 July 2021.
Wairau Valley township

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Submissions open for Draft East Coast Beach Vehicle Bylaw
Consultation on the Draft East Coast Beach 
Vehicle Bylaw has begun.
The Draft bylaw proposes to prohibit motor 
vehicles on the beach between the Awatere 
and Waima (Ure) river mouths with an 
exemption for boat launching at Marfells  
and Ward beaches.
It can be viewed on the Council’s website 
along with a proposal summary and 
technical report. People are encouraged to 
make a submission online. Hard copies of 
the submission forms are also available at 
the Council offices in Blenheim and Picton.
For more information and to make a 
submission, please visit: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
have-your-say-consultations
Submissions close at 5.00 pm on  
8 September 2021.
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