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Council
meet

The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at the Council, 15 Seymour St.

Council Meeting
Thursday 5 August at 9.00 am

Assets and Services Committee
Thursday 19 August at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to 
change.
Please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings
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Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Library Book Sale
Looking for bargain books? Head along 
to this bi-monthly book sale and stock up. 
There will be something for everyone - from 
fiction, non-fiction and large print titles to 
magazines and children’s books.
Fri 30 July - Sun 1 Aug 
Fri: 9.00 am - 6.00 pm 
Sat: 10.00 am - 4.00 pm 
Sun: 1.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim)

Southern Jam Jazz Festival 2021
Here’s your annual chance to see young 
jazz musicians from around New Zealand 
perform at various venues around 
Marlborough in the only festival of its kind in 
the South Island. And don’t miss out on the 
chance to enjoy the grand finale with the 
Gala Concert at ASB Theatre on  
Saturday night.
Wed 4 - Sat 7 Aug 
Various times and locations

Dogs allowed back in town from Sunday 1 August
From Sunday 1 August our four-legged 
friends will be allowed back into Blenheim’s 
CBD as the new Dog Control Policy and Dog 
Control Bylaw 2021 comes into effect.
Animal Control Subcommittee Chair, 
Councillor Jamie Arbuckle said the 
Marlborough community was passionate 
about dogs and dog access to public places.
“The submissions received during the recent 
bylaw review reflect that and it’s fantastic 
that dogs will be allowed back into the 
CBD provided they are on-leash and under 
control at all times,” he said.
“It’s important for owners to note that dogs 
will still be prohibited in Seymour Square 
and that it’s their responsibility to clean up 
after their furry friends.”
In other changes to the bylaw, dogs will be 
allowed off-leash along the Taylor River, 
from the Taylor Dam to the Henry Street 
bridge on the Blenheim town side, and to 
the Alfred Street bridge on the true left bank 
(west side). They will be allowed off-leash 
on both sides of Riverside Park, north of the 
Sinclair Street rail bridge.
In Pollard Park, Churchill Glade and Waterlea 
Gardens dogs will be allowed on-leash 
but are prohibited from the Blenheim 
Golf Course and the Baden Powell corner 
grassed area, BBQ picnic areas and the 
children’s playground.
In Picton, dogs will still be allowed on-leash 
in the CBD and will now also be allowed in 
Nelson Square provided they are on-leash. 
Our canine companions will be allowed  
off-leash on the Esson’s Valley and 
Tirohanga tracks and the lower Picton to 
Waikawa Track. They will also be allowed 
off-leash at the Waitohi Domain. At Victoria 
Domain Reserves in Picton, dogs will 
need to be on-leash on roadways and the 
formed walking and shared walking and 
biking tracks, but will be prohibited from the 
mountain bike tracks.
Under the new bylaw, dogs will be allowed 
on-leash at the Wairau Valley Golf Course 
and Recreation Reserve.

At Ward Beach dogs will be allowed  
on-leash in the car park and on the beach, 
north of the boat launching area to Chancet 
Rocks and south of the boat launching 
area to Needles Point. They will be allowed 
off-leash at the Ward Beach boat launching 
area but are prohibited at Ward Beach north 
beyond Chancet Rocks to Marfells Beach 
and south beyond Needles Point to the 
district boundary with Kaikōura.
Councillor Arbuckle said the new bylaw 
aimed to achieve a balance between the 
control of dogs and recognition of the 
community benefits of responsible dog 
ownership. 
“It reflects the opportunities for the exercise 
and recreational needs of dogs and their 
owners, whilst recognising the need to 
minimise danger, distress and nuisance to 
the community,” he said.
“Since the adoption of the new bylaw by 
the Council on 10 June, Council staff have 
been working on new signage to reflect the 
changes, and have also been working with 
business owners to help them understand 
how the new bylaw only applies to footpaths 
and public areas. It is up to each business 
owner to determine whether they allow dogs 
on their premises or not,” Clr Arbuckle said.
For further information and to view an online 
Smart Map showing dog walking areas go 
to: www.maps.marlborough.govt.nz/s/?map
=75895630202f4ef9b8784ee5986d73e9

DOGS ON
LEASH
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Mayoral Relief Fund to assist regional storm recovery
Marlborough Mayor John Leggett has 
established a Mayoral Relief Fund to assist 
the region in its recovery effort following the 
recent storm.
In announcing the fund, Mayor Leggett 
thanked Acting Minister for Emergency 
Management, Kris Faafoi, for the 
Government’s generous donation of 
$100,000.
People wishing to donate to this fund can 
do so via online banking. Simply add the 
Marlborough District Council’s account 
number: 02-0600-0202861-00 and include 
‘Mayoral Fund’ as a reference.

Alternatively people can make payments 
to the fund at the Council reception in 
Blenheim.
Mayor Leggett said Marlborough’s recovery 
was going well and the focus was firmly 
on residents and communities, particularly 
in the Marlborough Sounds, where many 
people were still isolated.
“We will continue our work with the 
emergency team, and the many 
Marlborough-based agencies, organisations 
and iwi in the days, weeks and months 
ahead, to get our region back up and 
running as soon as possible,” he said.
The fund will be primarily available to 
Marlborough District Council area residents 
who have suffered personal financial or 
emotional hardship as a result of the July 
2021 Marlborough storm event. 
Please contact Community Partnerships 
Advisor Jodie Griffiths on  
Jodie.Griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz or 
Community Partnerships Project Support 
Natalie Lawler on  
Natalie.Lawler@marlborough.govt.nz for 
further information. Details on criteria and 
eligibility will be made available soon. 
For the latest information on the recovery 
efforts following the recent storm, including 
road closures, visit our website:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/alerts 
or Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/MarlDistCouncilA slip at Cullen Point, near Havelock - photo 

taken on July 20 2021

With the help of some tasty titbits, ‘Fern’ proved a highlight with visiting delegates during 
the pre-Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ) Conference tour for the Regional Sector in 
Blenheim recently.
The female kārearea (New Zealand falcon) is a pin-up for conservation efforts locally for 
this ‘at risk’ native species. 
Falconer Diana Dobson who works for the Marlborough Falcon Trust said Fern was a “very 
special girl found nowhere else in the world”. “There are 38 species worldwide but only six 
of them have what this falcon has,” she said. 
The kārearea has a long straight tail, pointed wings and a distinctive ‘kek-kek-kek’ call. 
“The female can take down prey six times her size,” said Diana.
These facts and more enthralled the regional council participants from throughout New 
Zealand on a ‘Regional Sector Tour’ around Marlborough, prior to the main conference.

Native falcon delights delegates

Delegates at the LGNZ annual conference last 
week got cosy with one of Marlborough’s own, 
Fern the kārearea

Diana Dobson from the Marlborough Falcon Trust 
shares falcon facts with participants

Meet Fern, the New Zealand Falcon

Environment grants to open in August
Now in its second year, the Working for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao grant scheme will open for 
online applications on 2 August. 
This annual grant scheme considers projects that would have fallen under the previous 
Tui to Town and Greening Marlborough programmes, expanding the funding to additional 
projects that protect and restore native habitats.
In its first year, $70,000 was allocated to 20 applicants across Marlborough for a variety of 
projects from pest control to restoring wetland margins.
“Last year we had more fantastic projects than we could fund so we are pleased to increase 
the amount available this year to $90,000 for eligible projects. This scheme enables 
community-led participation to restore and protect native biodiversity in our region,” said 
Councillor David Croad, who is chair of the sub-committee that administers the  
grant scheme.
Applications will be available via the Council website from 2 August, and paper applications 
will not be accepted. Eligible applicants are landowners, businesses and community 
organisations, and projects can take place on public, private or Māori-owned land. 
This year, the funds are still allocated between two subcategories, Habitat Marlborough and 
Protecting Marlborough. However, the maximum cap on Habitat Marlborough projects has 
been raised to $10,000, while the $15,000 cap on Protecting Marlborough remains the same. 
Successful restoration projects under Habitat Marlborough will focus on planting areas 
where there is little native vegetation, as well as waterway and wetland margins. Projects 
under Protecting Marlborough that control animal and plant pests, which are threatening 
native wildlife and habitats are eligible. 
Please see the Council's website for more 
details on what can and can’t be funded, as 
well as terms and conditions. Applications 
will close on 31 August at 5.00 pm, with all 
applicants notified of their outcomes by 
October.
For more information go to: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/
grants-and-awards/working-for-naturemahi-
mo-te-taiao
www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/
biodiversity/biodiversity-publications-and-
reports

Hydrangea pruning demo at Pollard Park next week
It’s pruning time for hydrangeas and next week the Council’s gardening team will be holding 
demonstrations at Pollard Park.
Come along and hear from the Council’s gardeners as they share their hydrangea pruning 
knowledge and answer any of your questions.
The demonstrations will take place on Tuesday 3 August and will be held near the Pollard 
Park front gate on Parker Street, opposite Curry Street, from 10.30 am to 11.30 am. 
This event will be postponed until Wednesday 4 August if it is wet on Tuesday.
Gardening demonstrations are always popular with our community. A couple of weeks ago 
rose pruning demonstrations were held at Pollard Park and around 30 people attended. 
Gardening staff provided advice on the removal of old/damaged canes, the removal of 
weak/spindly canes, leaving sufficient healthy new canes and general pruning tips.

Council’s Julie Murphy runs through the intricacies of rose pruning at Pollard Park recently

All about the Blenheim Airshed
Did you know Blenheim has an airshed? 
So, what is an airshed? In 2005 regional 
councils were required to outline urban 
areas which either were, or were likely to 
exceed the National Environmental Standard 
for Air Quality (NESAQ) for PM10. These areas 
are termed ‘airsheds’. 
“PM10 is particulate matter with inhalable 
particles of diameters that are 10 
micrometers and smaller. Breathing in 
too many of these particles can cause 
a variety of health effects,” said Council 
Environmental Scientist Sarah Brand.
The NESAQ sets PM health level guidelines. 
For PM10 a threshold of 50µg m-3 (24-hour 
average) is allowed to be exceeded on no 
more than one day per 12 month period. 
“Typically, Blenheim exceeds this threshold 
three to five times a year. To date in 2021 
this standard has been exceeded in the air 
shed 15 times,” said Sarah.
The designation of an airshed allows extra 
management options to be implemented to 
reduce the PM levels in that area. 
Marlborough currently has one designated 
airshed over the Blenheim urban area and 
the Proposed Marlborough Environment 
Plan (PMEP) has new rules which form part 
of the management strategies to reduce 
the PM in the Blenheim urban area. These 
rules focus primarily on outdoor burning and 
small-scale solid fuel burning appliances.

To see these rules in detail check out the 
Council’s new burning guides for outdoor 
burning and Small Scale fuel burning 
appliances. 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/
compliance-service/compliance-service-
fact-sheets
You can find out if your property is within the 
airshed boundary by going to the Council’s 
website and searching “Are you in the 
Blenheim airshed”. Type in your property 
address, and select search.

The area designated within the Blenheim Airshed

Breach of Air Quality Standard for PM10 in Blenheim 
In accordance with regulation 16 of the Resource Management Act (National Environmental 
Standards relating to Certain Air Pollutants, Dioxins and Other Toxics) Regulations 2004, 
referred to as the NES, Marlborough District Council gives notice that the NES for PM10 has 
been breached in the Blenheim airshed in 2021 on the following dates:-
Date of Exceedance Location of Exceedance PM10 (µg m-3)
10 July 2021            Redwoodtown  55
11 July 2021            Redwoodtown  54.3
22 July 2021  Redwoodtown  52.5
The Marlborough District Council monitors PM10 concentrations relative to the NES at an air 
monitoring site in Redwoodtown.
The NES for PM10 allows the threshold of 50 µg m-3 to be exceeded on no more than 1 day 
per 12 month period. The last exceedance in 2020 for Blenheim occurred on 2 July 2020. 
These exceedances mean the NES has been breached on 15 occasions in Blenheim in 2021.
More information can be found at: www.marlborough.govt.nz

Temporary Road Closure -  
Tennyson Inlet Predator Control Operation
From Friday 6 August to Tuesday 31 August (subject to weather) the following roads will be 
closed to ordinary vehicle traffic for the purposes of Aerial Predator Control between 6.00 
am and 8.30 pm for a period of 20 minutes per section (see three sections of road below).
The roads involved are:
• Opouri Road - 14.8km to Archers Road/Duncan Bay Intersection via Tennyson Inlet Road
• Archers Road/Duncan Bay Intersection to Duncan Bay Road 1.9km
• Archers Road/Duncan Bay Intersection to Archers Road 4.4 km  
During the period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the roads being closed 
between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand Police 
(Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the period 
of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure)  
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

When waste matters
All matters about waste is the focus of a brand new e-mail newsletter due to be launched 
soon called ‘Waste Matters’.
The brainchild of the Council’s Solid Waste Manager Alec McNeil, Waste Matters will provide 
brief updates on waste-related matters including progress on how the various waste work 
programs are tracking in Marlborough. 
If you would like to sign up to receive the newsletter go to: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/recycling-and-resource-recovery/sign-up-for-waste-
matters-e-newsletter
Feedback on the format and content of the newsletter will be welcome. Please contact 
Alec McNeil on Alec.McNeil@marlborough.govt.nz for further information.
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