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Sounds News He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

For up to date sailing, news and weather from Marlborough Sounds Marinas visit:  www.msmarinas.co.nz

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need  
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Digital billboard entices drivers to  
linger longer in Picton
A new digital billboard to entice drivers to turn into Picton and linger  
longer in the township has caught the eye of locals and visitors alike.
The billboard marketing initiative, which ran for most of June, was designed to target 
south bound traffic arriving in to Picton from Wellington via the Interislander ferry. 
Destination Marlborough General Manager Jacqui Lloyd said the billboard featured a 
stunning drone shot of the town at sunset by GCH UAV. 
She said the billboard had proved to be an eye-catching feature. “We received lots of 
positive feedback from both locals and visitors about the billboard.”
Located at the turnoff to London Quay, it showcased what visitors would experience 
if they turned left and ventured into the township, rather than driving through to their 
intended destination, including accommodation, retail stores, tourism providers, cafs 
and restaurants.
The text overlay stated ‘you’ve arrived in Picton’ with an arrow and ‘town centre’ to 
direct traffic.
“Although the feature ended at the end of June it will be something we consider running 
again should it have provided good results to the town,” Jacqui said.

The digital billboard designed to entice visitors to “turn left” at the turnoff to London Quay in 
Picton

First hour free parking extended for 
Picton and Blenheim
The first hour of free parking has been extended for Blenheim and 
Picton’s central business districts after councillors decided the initiative 
would remain in place for now.
The policy was considered as part of the Council’s Long Term Plan 2021-2031 ratified 
during a Council meeting last week.
Parking portfolio holder Councillor Brian Dawson said the Council had received a lot of 
positive feedback about the policy from shoppers and retailers since its introduction in 
October last year. 
“Encouraging people into Picton and Blenheim is vital for our retail and hospitality 
sector. We want to make it as easy as possible for Marlburians to get out and support 
local shops, cafs and restaurants,” Councillor Dawson said.
However, in order to retain the first hour free, parking prices after the first hour will 
increase by 20 percent.
“These increases are necessary to allow the first hour of parking to remain free, without 
passing the cost on to ratepayers,” Councillor Dawson said.
“Despite the increase, our parking is relatively affordable compared to other similar 
centres throughout the country,” he said.
From Thursday 1 July the general kerbside parking (zone 1) rate in Blenheim has 
increased from $1.50 to $1.80 per hour. 
This is the first fee increase since 2015.
Hourly parking fees in other areas, such as the Alfred Street carpark building increase 
from $1.00 to $1.20 per hour, while all-day car parking (zone 3) in Blenheim increases 
from $4.00 to $4.80 and from $5.00 to $6.00 in Picton.
Those with Council parking leases and permits will also incur a slight increase. 
You can still pay for your parking using your debit card, credit card or via the PayMyPark 
app on your mobile phone. 
Keep some loose coins handy if you usually pay for your parking with cash, as the 
meters cannot issue change due to a security mechanism to prevent vandalism. 
All parking fees will be shown on the Pay by Plate meters in Blenheim and Picton and on 
the PayMyPark app. 
For further information and a breakdown of the new parking charges visit:  
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/parking/parking-fees-and-locations-blenheim

Head to MarlboroughNZ.com for 
more information 

Marlborough i-SITEs 
are OPEN!

Pop in and visit the team to book 
domestic travel, tours and 

activities across the Marlborough 
region and the rest of NZ.  

 
Open Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

Saturday - Sunday 10am - 2pm 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/parking/parking-fees-and-locations-blenheim

