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Sounds News He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

For up to date sailing, news and weather from Marlborough Sounds Marinas visit:  www.msmarinas.co.nz

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need  
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Head to MarlboroughNZ.com for 
more information 

Marlborough i-SITEs 
are OPEN!

Pop in and visit the team to book 
domestic travel, tours and 

activities across the Marlborough 
region and the rest of NZ.  

 
Open Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

Saturday - Sunday 10am - 2pm 

Council adopts Long Term Plan
Marlborough District councillors have adopted the Long Term Plan (LTP) 
2021 - 2031.
Mayor John Leggett thanked councillors and staff for their work in preparing the LTP at 
the Extraordinary Council Meeting on 30 June.
“We’ve managed to keep this year’s rates increase to 5.1%,” said Mayor Leggett.
“Although this is higher than usual for Marlborough it is lower than the 5.73% we 
proposed in our Consultation Document, and is considerably lower than many other 
councils’ rate increases this year.”
“We were conscious that the pressure on our reserves is greater than usual this year, 
due to our increased infrastructure spend, the Covid-19 recovery, inflation and a raft of 
new Government regulations,” he said.
“The Council’s infrastructure programme will see a record $77 million budgeted in 
2021/22 and an average $72 million budgeted in each of the following nine years. 
The biggest spending areas are in roading, sewerage and water supply, reflecting our 
continued focus on core services.”
“There will also be investment in new economic development initiatives, more support 
for the Marlborough Events Centre and increased funding for environmental protection, 
including the processing of seabed mapping data from the Marlborough Sounds.”  
The Mayor thanked the 130 people and organisations who submitted on the LTP. 
For further information go to: www.marlborough.govt.nz

Keep a look out for wild kiwifruit
Wild kiwifruit has been found in the Marlborough Sounds and if you’ve 
seen any plants or if you have unwanted kiwifruit on your property,  
Council would like to hear from you.
Senior Biosecurity Officer, Rob Simons, said the Council was currently working to 
determine the amount of wild kiwifruit in the Marlborough Sounds and the likely impact 
the wild vines could have on natural ecosystems if left unmanaged.
“Most of the known vines are either the remnants of abandoned plantations or have 
originated from old garden plants,” said Rob.
“Wild kiwifruit is spread by birds, especially waxeyes who eat the fruit left on the vines 
and unfortunately it can grow almost anywhere including in bush, pine forests, shelter 
belts, riparian gullies, and in old gardens.”
“Kiwifruit is a fast growing climber that forms a dense heavy blanket of vegetation 
which can smother and eventually kill the trees and shrubs beneath it. Because of this, 
unmanaged vines pose a significant threat to native bush and plantation forestry,” Rob 
said.
So if you think you’ve seen wild kiwifruit in the Marlborough Sounds, or anywhere else 
in Marlborough, please contact the Marlborough District Council biosecurity section on 
Ph: 03 520 7400 or via email: biosecurity@marlborough.govt.nz

Wild kiwifruit has been found in the Marlborough Sounds and the Council would like to hear from 
you if you see it
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