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Councillors voted unanimously 
to move forward and open 
public submissions for the draft 
East Coast Beach Vehicle Bylaw 
on 15 July. 
The draft proposes to prohibit 
motor vehicles on the beach 
between the Awatere and 
Waima (Ure) river mouths, with 
a few exemptions. This option 
will improve public safety, and 
enable habitat restoration and 
protection of the area’s many 
threatened and at-risk species. 
An online submission form is 
now available on the Council 
website with hard copies of the 
forms available at the Council 
offices in Blenheim and Picton. 

During the consultation period, 
a sub-committee will appoint 
a Hearings Panel comprised of 
at least one councillor and two 
independent commissioners. 
Following the submission 
period, the Hearings Panel will 
hear from the public and make 
recommendations to the full 
Council. 
Public submissions will be open 
for 40 working days and close 
on 8 September at 5.00 pm. 
For more information about 
the draft bylaw, including 
options considered and how to 
make a submission during the 
consultation period, please visit 
www.marlborough.govt.nz

Brand new toilets at Blenheim’s 
Seymour Square are public 
facilities befitting the premier 
park it is, according to 
Blenheim Ward councillor, 
Jenny Andrews (pictured).
The new high capacity, fully 
accessible toilet complex is 
finished and open for use 
after the chain was finally 
pulled on the aged public 
facility at the end of last year. 
The 50 year old toilets were 

one of Marlborough’s oldest 
washrooms and in need of 
replacement.
“These new facilities are 
fantastic. They work well 
from an access and mobility 
perspective and are fitting for 
the premier park that Seymour 
Square is,” said Jenny.
The upgrade was co-
funded by the Council and 
the Government’s Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund.

A proposal to convert the Council-
owned sports administration 
building at Lansdowne Park into a 
High Performance Training Centre 
(HPTC) has received the full support 
of the Council’s Assets & Services 
Committee.
Tasman Rugby Union tabled a 
proposal to lease the former St Johns 
building. The Union will fund the 
design and fit out for the ‘athlete-
focussed facility’ and also plan to offer 
it for use by other sporting codes. 
The concept has been agreed in 
principle although the licence terms 
will still need to be negotiated.
Graeme Taylor, Brand Ambassador 
for the Tasman Mako, said this was 
an exciting project to add to all the 
other exciting things happening at 
Lansdowne Park.
The new Sportshub facility at 
Lansdowne Park is scheduled for 
completion in September. The current 
sports administration activities, 
including rugby, netball, softball and 
touch rugby, operating from the 
building will have a new home in the 
hub once completed.
Assets & Services Committee chair 
Councillor Nadine Taylor said the 
centre was a fantastic initiative that 

would help keep talented young 
sports people in Marlborough. 
“As Marlburians, we all watch with 
pride when we see the ‘finz up’ on the 
sporting stage. The Council is pleased 
to partner with the Tasman Rugby 
Union in supporting this proposal,” 
she said. “We also appreciate 
Tasman Rugby is prepared to take 
a Marlborough view and provide 
for other sporting codes within this 
facility.”
Tasman RFU chair Wayne Young said 
the HPTC would help “even up the 
playing field” for local players aspiring 
to make the Tasman Mako and would 
make Marlborough a more desirable 
location for professional sports 
people. 
Tasman Mako assistant coach Gray 
Cornelius said the Tasman Mako had 
been part of the region for 16 years 
now. “We all get a big kick out of 
seeing local players make it on the 
big stage – we want to make sure that 
we can continue to see that happen.”
“This will be a place of belonging. For 
our players this is a place they can 
come and get better. To be the best 
that they can be.” 
“It will be the icing on the Lansdowne 
Park cake,” he said.

Submissions now open for draft East 
Coast Beach Vehicle Bylaw 

Public toilets befitting a premier park

Council gives ‘finz up’ to High Performance 
Training Centre

Winter’s icy bite is here and with it 
there is an increase in the amount 
of ice on our region’s roads.
Marlborough Road’s Manager Steve 
Murrin said motorists should take 
care, particularly on frosty and wet 
days. “Remember to always drive to 

the conditions, and on these cold 
and frosty mornings, drive slower 
than you usually do. It only takes 
a split second to lose control,” he 
said.
Grit is often spread on roads around 
the region at this time of year to 

help travel in icy conditions. “This 
isn’t a signal to drive at normal 
speeds so please keep your speed 
down and proceed with caution in 
these areas,” said Steve.
Motorists should always be prepared 
for safe winter driving by planning 

their journey. “Think about the route 
you are going to take and choose 
safety over convenience. If the 
weather is really bad, think about 
whether you really need to travel 
at all,” said Steve. “Take it easy out 
there on the roads.”

Take care out there on the roads

Councillor Nadine Taylor and Tasman Mako Brand Ambassador Graeme Taylor at 
Lansdowne Park earlier this year, where a new athlete-focussed facility is planned to 
benefit Marlborough’s high performance athletes
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Winter’s icy bite is here and with it 
there is an increase in the amount 
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Murrin said motorists should take 
care, particularly on frosty and wet 
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Take care out there on the roads

Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor and Tasman Mako Brand Ambassador Graeme Taylor at 
Lansdowne Park earlier this year, where a new athlete-focussed facility is planned to 
benefit Marlborough’s high performance athletes

Council gives ‘finz up’ to High Performance 
Training Centre


