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Council
meet

The following meeting is open to the public 
and anyone is welcome to attend. Copies of 
the agenda will be available online and at 
Council’s Office, 15 Seymour Street. 

Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee

• Thursday 22 July at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject to 
change.
Please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Plastic Free July Mini Film 
Festival
Join Envirohub Marlborough for an 
evening of films exploring plastic pollution, 
sustainability, tourism and cultural identity. 
BYO beverage of choice in a reusable cup 
and enjoy some yummy zero waste nibbles 
sponsored by Fresh Choice Picton.
Fri 16 July; 6.30 pm - 9.00 pm 
Picton Little Theatre

Submissions open 15 July for draft East Coast Beach  
Vehicle Bylaw 
Councillors voted unanimously to move forward and open public submissions for the draft 
East Coast Beach Vehicle Bylaw today, Thursday 15 July. 
The draft proposes to prohibit motor vehicles on the beach between the Awatere and Waima 
(Ure) river mouths, with a few exemptions. 
This option will improve public safety, and enable habitat restoration and protection of the 
area’s many threatened and at-risk species. 
An online submission form will be available on the Council website from 15 July, with hard 
copies of the forms available at the Council offices in Blenheim and Picton. 
“This submission period is a chance for everyone to be heard on this proposal."
"Now it’s time for the public, whether they agree or disagree with the current draft, to have 
their say,” said Mayor John Leggett, who is Chair of the Environment Committee.
“I think everyone knows we have a problem to solve regarding public safety and 
environmental protection along this special stretch of coast. We all want the best solution 
moving forward.”
Following the 7.8-magnitude Kaikōura earthquake in late 2016, the stretch of the coast 
became much more accessible, as the seabed lifted and wide new expanses of beach and 
exposed reefs were created. 
The dramatic change to the coast is the biggest physical transformation observed of any 
earthquake globally in modern times. In places where access was previously restricted, it 
became possible to walk or drive at any time. 
After considering several options and holding discussions with iwi, stakeholders, community 
groups, landowners and scientists, the Council is moving forward with a draft bylaw for 
community consideration. 
In drafting the bylaw, the Council has considered vehicle types, new routes, speed limits and 
the area where it should apply. 
The challenges with these alternatives are the feasibility of enforcement and the year-round 
complexity of this unique ecosystem.
During the consultation period, a sub-committee will appoint a Hearings Panel comprised of 
at least one councillor and two independent commissioners. 
Following the submission period, the Hearings Panel will hear from the public and make 
recommendations to full Council. 
Public submissions will be open for 40 working days and close on 8 September at 5.00 pm. 
For more information about the draft bylaw, including options considered and how to make a 
submission during the consultation period, go to: www.marlborough.govt.nz

A proposal to convert the Council-owned 
sports administration building at Lansdowne 
Park into a High Performance Training 
Centre (HPTC) has received the full Support 
of the Council’s Assets & Services 
Committee.
Tasman Rugby Union tabled a proposal 
recently to lease the former St Johns 
building. 
The Union will fund the design and fit out for 
the ‘athlete-focussed facility’ and also plan 
to offer it for use by other sporting codes. 
The concept has been agreed in principle 
although the licence terms will still need to 
be negotiated.
Graeme Taylor, Brand Ambassador for the 
Tasman Mako, said this was an exciting 
project to add to all the other exciting things 
happening at Lansdowne Park.

The new Sportshub facility at the Park is 
scheduled for completion in September. 
The current sports administration activities, 
including rugby, netball, softball and touch 
rugby, operating from the building will have 
a new home in the hub once completed.
Assets & Services Committee Chair 
Councillor Nadine Taylor said the centre 
was a fantastic initiative that would help 
keep talented young sports people in 
Marlborough. 
“As Marlburians, we all watch with pride 
when we see the ‘finz up’ on the sporting 
stage." 
"The Council is pleased to partner with the 
Tasman Rugby Union in supporting this 
proposal,” she said. “We also appreciate 
Tasman Rugby is prepared to take a 
Marlborough view and provide for other 
sporting codes within this facility.”
Tasman RFU chair Wayne Young said the 
HPTC would help “even up the playing 
field” for local players aspiring to make the 
Tasman Mako and would make Marlborough 
a more desirable location for professional 
sports people. 
Tasman Mako assistant coach Gray 
Cornelius said the Tasman Mako had been 
part of the region for 16 years now. 
“We all get a big kick out of seeing local 
players make it on the big stage - we want to 
make sure that we can continue to see  
that happen.”
“This will be a place of belonging. For our 
players this is a place they can come and get 
better. To be the best that they can be.” 
“It will be the icing on the Lansdowne Park 
cake,” he said.

Council gives ‘finz up’ to High Performance Training Centre

Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor and Tasman 
Mako Brand Ambassador Graeme Taylor at 
Lansdowne Park earlier this year, where a new 
athlete-focussed facility is planned to benefit 
Marlborough’s high performance athletes

New report confirms decline in soil health
The latest annual monitoring report for 
Marlborough confirms a declining trend in 
soil quality. 
Soil Quality in the Marlborough Region 
2020, which marks 20 years of monitoring, 
was presented at a recent Environment 
Committee meeting. 
The Council began monitoring in 2000 as 
part of a nationwide programme to explore 
the relationship between land use practices 
and soil quality. It now has a data set that’s 
considered nationally significant.
“Hats off to the councillors who approved 
this programme 20 years ago. This was 
a visionary piece of science when this 
programme began. Today, soil quality 
should be top of mind to not only maintain 
productivity of our agricultural land but for 
future generations as well,” said Matt Oliver, 
Environmental Scientist-Land Resources. 
“Ratepayers have paid for this monitoring, 
and the Council has been best-placed to 
collect and report on the data due to its 
long-term outlook,” he said.
About 20 sites are sampled each year, as 
the monitoring programme rotates through 
the same sites every five years. “Our data 
has been reviewed by a statistician and 
the results are quite clear. We have solid 
evidence that illustrates where we are using 
soil, we are having an effect on that soil,” 
said Matt.

The results from a new set of samples in 
2020 confirm the trends identified in annual 
monitoring. Since 2016, soil compaction, 
organic matter loss and loss of nutrients to 
water are problems for the region.
“It’s evident that all forms of farming have 
some impact on soil quality." 
"Viticulture has soil compaction and sees 
a reduction in soil carbon under-vine, 
while pastoral farms are demonstrating 
compaction from animal treading and high 
nutrient content, which is prone to runoff." 
"Arable farming soils show very low carbon 
levels and regular cultivation leaves soils 
prone to erosion,” said Matt. 
This year’s report includes a variety of 
solutions for farmers to consider. “The 
solutions are all well understood common 
farming practices; we just need to use them 
more,” he said. 
The methods described in the report include 
cover cropping and minimising bare soil, 
matching nitrogen fertiliser applications to 
plant requirements and reducing cultivation. 
Compaction can be reduced by using lighter 
equipment and staying off wet soils.
“Many farmers and industry bodies are 
already doing some great work in this area. 
Now, it’s time to take these best practices 
into mainstream practice, with more 
education,” he said.

Compacted topsoil at a Marlborough cropping 
site with low soil carbon

Soil analysis was undertaken by Manaaki 
Whenua - Landcare Research

Shelly Beach Reserve enhancement begins
Work to enhance Picton’s popular Shelly Beach Reserve is underway earlier than expected.
Main contractors Simcox Construction have been able to make a start thanks to a gap in 
their busy works schedule.
The Reserve is a narrow coastal strip on the eastern side of Picton Harbour. It is home to the 
local rowing and yacht clubs and provides public access to a wide variety of recreational 
opportunities within Victoria Domain.
“The recent redevelopment of the Queen Charlotte Yacht Club facilities has opened up an 
area of the Reserve and shoreline not available as public open space for the past seven or 
eight decades,” said Council’s Parks and Open Spaces Officer, Grahame Smail.
“Combined with the area being a well-known tourist visitor destination, this has increased 
the popularity of the Reserve and demonstrated a clear need to improve public access and 
safety,” he said.
“The work will better protect the Reserve from coastal erosion and it is hoped over time will 
improve the natural ecology of the intertidal zone. There will be an increase in useable green 
space for the public and the area will be made safer,” said Grahame.
Pedestrian safety will be improved by providing a safer thoroughfare and accessibility and 
improvement to vehicle separation and parking.
The $345,000 project is funded by the Council and funding assistance has been applied for 
via the Government’s Tourism Infrastructure Fund. Weather permitting, most of the key work 
should be completed by late August.

What to do when flooding 
threatens
Many of us saw the recent floods in  
Canterbury and were grateful that  
Marlborough was not affected. 
We’re accustomed to thinking of our region 
as a dry place and for the most part  
that’s true. 
However, like anywhere in New Zealand 
we could experience serious inundation, 
and Marlborough has suffered from major 
floods in the past. 
It’s worth taking a moment to think about 
the actions you could take to keep yourself, 
your family, whānau and your property safe 
if flooding threatens:
•  talk with others in your household about 

flood risk 
•  know where to get reliable information 
•  have a grab bag ready so you can leave 

home quickly if you need to 
•  act on warnings that are issued on the 

radio, online or through the Emergency 
Mobile Alert system  

You can also keep an eye on rivers at the 
Council’s Floodwatch map at:
http://data.marlborough.govt.nz/flood-
watch/

Cool Ceramic Painting for Kids
Paint, splash, doodle and dab. Have fun 
painting your own cool abstract designs on 
pre-made ceramic pieces with artist Paula 
Kerslake. Suitable for kids aged 8 to 12 
years. Spaces limited, bookings essential.
Sat 17 July; 11.00 am - 12.15 pm 
Marlborough Art Society, Blenheim

Aperture - the Life and Works of 
Ans Westra
Golden Bay-based actor and director 
Martine Baanvinger collaborates with 
composer Mark Manson and visual 
artist Klaasz Breukel in this creative 
and innovative one-woman play about 
Ans Westra, a NZ Arts Foundation Icon 
photographer.
Sat 17 July; 7.30 pm 
Picton Little Theatre

Registration of interest - landfill gas utilisation solutions
The Council is seeking registrations of 
interest which offer cost effective and 
environmentally sustainable solutions for the 
utilisation of landfill gas. 
The purpose of this registration process 
is to ascertain market capability and to 
inform and assist the Council in making 
their decision as to the nature of further 
procurement processes (if any) to follow.
The contract involves developing, supplying, 
installing and operating a system that 
maximises landfill gas destruction whilst 
putting the gas to a beneficial use such as 
electricity production. 
The Council has included a report entitled 
Review of Landfill Gas Destruction Options 

to provide some background and contextual 
information. 
Registrations of interest close at 4.00 pm on 
Thursday 12 August 2021.
Registration of interest documents are 
available at: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
tenders
All inquiries should be directed to: 
Alec McNeil 
Marlborough District Council 
PO Box 443 
Blenheim 7240 
Ph: 03 520 7541 
Mob: 021 402 162 
Email: alec.mcneil@marlborough.govt.nz

Harbourmaster seeking information on abandoned vessels
The Marlborough Harbourmaster is seeking the owners of these two vessels.
If you are the owner of either of these craft or have information on the vessels or the owners, 
please contact the Harbourmaster on 03 520 7400.
The vessels are now in the possession of the Harbourmaster. If they remain unclaimed for 30 
days they may be sold or destroyed

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Cape Campbell before and after the Kaikōura earthquake
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