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Marlborough District councillors 
have adopted the Long Term 
Plan  2021 - 2031  
Mayor John Leggett thanked 
councillors and staff for their 
work in preparing the LTP at the 
Extraordinary Council Meeting 
on 30 June.
“We’ve managed to keep this 
year’s rates increase to 5.1%. 
Although this is higher than 
usual for Marlborough it is lower 
than the 5.73% we proposed in 
our Consultation Document, and 
is considerably lower than many 
other councils’ rate increases this 
year.”
“We were conscious that the 
pressure on our reserves is 
greater than usual this year, due 
to our increased infrastructure 
spend, the Covid-19 recovery, 

ation and a raft of new 
Government regulations,” he said.

“The Council’s infrastructure 
programme will see a record 
$77 million budgeted in 
2021/22 and an average $72 
million budgeted in each of 
the following nine years. The 
biggest spending areas are in 
roading, sewerage and water 

focus on core services.”
“There will also be investment 
in new economic development 
initiatives, more support 
for the Marlborough Events 
Centre and increased funding 
for environmental protection, 
including the processing of 
seabed mapping data from the 
Marlborough Sounds.”  
The Mayor thanked the 130 
people and organisations who 
submitted on the LTP. 
For further information go to 
www.marlborough.govt.nz

held between 10.30 am and 
12.00 pm or 1.00 pm and 
2.30 pm at the rose gardens
If the weather is wet, these 
sessions will be postponed to 
the following day.

Did you know that 23 schools 
throughout Marlborough participate 
in a Kids Edible Gardens programme? 
From Ward to Linkwater and Rai 
Valley to Picton, children are learning 
valuable life skills of growing their 
own fruit and vegetables.
The programme idea seeded when 
schools needed to find a way to 
use the food waste compost on the 
school grounds. 
Today it has grown into a practical 
and meaningful way for students to 
witness the life cycle of a plant and 
have fun learning about it, and eating 
it, at the same time. 
Feeding the soil, investigating its role 
in creating a healthy ecosystem, and 
composting are just some of the 
topics studied with the help of a 
school-based garden facilitator, 
supported by the Council. 

Council Environmental Educator, 
Angela Wentworth, said Kids Edible 
Gardens had created outdoor 
classrooms.  
“Not only are the students connecting 
with the environment around them, 
studies have shown that working in 
a school garden improves academic 
achievement in all areas of maths, 
science and literacy

he effort taken to grow and cook 
with produce from their garden 
enhances their self-esteem and sense 
of responsibility  
“Most surprising for parents is their 
child’s improved attitude to, and 
consumption of, fruit and vegetables.  
I get asked almost weekly how I 

succeeded in getting their child to 
eat a certain vegetable that is usually 
pushed to the side of their dinner 
plate,” Angela said. 

Council adopts Long Term Plan 

Rose pruning demonstration at 
Pollard Park

Kids Edible Gardens continue to grow

The Council’s gardeners will be 
pruning the roses at Pollard 
Park and will be available for 
hands-on demonstrations and 
questions next week.
Bring your secateurs on 
Monday 12 July and Tuesday 
13 July and join the gardeners 

Harbourmaster 
seeking information 
on abandoned 
vessels
The Marlborough Harbourmaster is 
seeking the owners of these 
two vessels.
If you are the owner of either of 
these boats or have information 

 the vessels or the owners, 
please contact the Harbourmaster 
on 03 520 7400.
The vessels are now in the 
possession of the Harbourmaster. If 
they remain unclaimed for 30 days 
they may be sold or destroyed.
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Marlborough children are learning valuable life skills by growing their own fruit  
and vegetables


