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Council
meet

The following are open to the public and 
anyone is welcome to attend. Copies of 
the agendas will be available online and 
at Council’s Office, 15 Seymour Street. 

Environment Committee
• Thursday 15 July at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
• Thursday 22 July at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject to 
change.Please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Marlborough Book Festival 2021
Marlborough’s annual weekend of 
wonderful writers and curious audiences is 
back! Be sure to secure your spots; sessions 
are selling out fast.
Fri 9 to Sun 11 July 
Various times 
ASB Theatre Marlborough

Council adopts Long Term Plan

Marlborough District councillors have 
adopted the Long Term Plan (LTP)  
2021 - 2031.
Mayor John Leggett thanked councillors and 
staff for their work in preparing the LTP at 
the Extraordinary Council Meeting on  
30 June.
“We’ve managed to keep this year’s rates 
increase to 5.1%. Although this is higher 
than usual for Marlborough it is lower than 
the 5.73% we proposed in our Consultation 
Document, and is considerably lower than 
many other councils’ rate increases  
this year.”

“We were conscious that the pressure on 
our reserves is greater than usual this year, 
due to our increased infrastructure spend, 
the Covid-19 recovery, inflation and a raft of 
new Government regulations,” he said.
“The Council’s infrastructure programme 
will see a record $77 million budgeted 
in 2021/22 and an average $72 million 
budgeted in each of the following  
nine years." 
"The biggest spending areas are in roading, 
sewerage and water supply, reflecting our 
continued focus on core services.”
“There will also be investment in new 
economic development initiatives, more 
support for the Marlborough Events Centre 
and increased funding for environmental 
protection, including the processing of 
seabed mapping data from the  
Marlborough Sounds.”  
The Mayor thanked the 130 people and 
organisations who submitted on the LTP. 
For further information go to: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz

Consultation delayed for Proposed East Coast Beach  
Vehicle Bylaw
Consultation on the draft East Coast Beach 
Vehicle Bylaw will open later than planned 
due to procedural delays. 
An Extraordinary Council meeting will 
be held soon to consider an amended 
statement of proposal, including a draft 
bylaw and summary. 
The draft bylaw proposes to prohibit motor 
vehicles on the beach between the Awatere 
and Waima (Ure) River mouths with an 
exemption for boat launching at Marfells and 
Ward beaches. When submissions open, the 
public is encouraged to make a submission 
through the Council’s website. Alternatively, 
hard copies of the submission forms are 
available at the Council offices in Blenheim 
and Picton. 
For more information go to  
www.marlborough.govt.nz

Get on board the bus
It’s time to ‘get on board’ Renwick . . .
The horn is sounding for Renwick residents, 
and Marlburians too, to take the bus - and why 
not? It’s hassle-free, affordable and free for 
SuperGold card holders travelling between 
9.00 am and 3.00 pm.
Residents in Renwick and Woodbourne have 
been sent a flyer inviting them to heed the call 
and try the Renwick bus service. 
The Renwick bus service will operate on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays between 
9.00 am and 3.00 pm.
Continuing the service on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays allows for connectivity with the 
Picton service that arrives/departs from 
Seymour Street in Blenheim and enables 
Renwick residents to enjoy a two-hour 
stopover in Picton.
Councillor and Renwick resident Cynthia 
Brooks is an avid supporter of the 
Marlborough Bus Network and wants to see 
more locals using it. 

“It’s only $3 for an adult and $1.50 for a child to travel from Renwick to Blenheim on the bus - 
it’s very affordable and so easy,” she said. 
“And now with the Picton connection, Renwick people can get on the bus and head off to 
Picton for a couple of hours, a great outing for school holiday entertainment."  
"Also the Saturday service is great for our teens wanting to get to Blenheim and back for a 
few hours.” 
The Picton bus service will continue operating on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Blenheim

Take the bus - it’s hassle-free and affordable.
From 1 July 2021 your Renwick bus service will now operate on  

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays between 9.00 am – 3.00 pm (only).

marlborough.govt.nz

Get on board 

Renwick

Rose pruning demonstration at Pollard Park
The Council’s gardeners will be pruning the roses at Pollard Park and will be available for 
hands-on demonstrations and questions next week.
Bring your secateurs on Monday 12 July and Tuesday 13 July and join the gardeners 
between 10.30 am and 12.00 pm or 1.00 pm and 2.30 pm at the rose gardens for a lesson in 
rose pruning.
If the weather is wet, the demonstrations will be postponed to the following day.

Books can take you anywhere
Marlborough Airport is encouraging travellers to let their imaginations soar with a display 
showcasing the upcoming Marlborough Book Festival.
“Travel is a great way to escape from the day-to-day but books can also take you anywhere 
you want to go." 
"We felt it was a good fit to help promote this Marlborough event,” said Marlborough Airport 
chief executive Dean Heiford.
An ‘annual weekend of wonderful writers, curious audiences and beautiful Marlborough 
vistas’, the Marlborough Book Festival runs from Friday 9 July to Sunday 11 July.

Picton’s Fran Hartley is a retired nurse who 
says she is easily bored.
That search for things to do, combined with 
her love of people, led her to community 
service in her retirement as a volunteer 
driver for the Marlborough Community 
Vehicle Trust.
“When my husband Frank and I heard they 
were looking for drivers we thought brilliant, 
that’s something we could do to help folk. 
We are lucky to have good health, good 
eyes and a clean driving licence,” said Fran.
The Marlborough Community Vehicle Trust’s 
Picton operation was started by  
Bryan Strong. 
Frank and Fran say his community spirit and 
vision for the need that existed paved the 
way for the service that exists today. 
There are now 10 drivers in Picton, all giving 
their time to the service. “Bryan truly is an 
amazing man,” said Fran.
Sponsors including the Council, Rātā 
Foundation, Picton Tools and Tyres, and 
Omega Rental Cars help keep the Trust’s 
cars on the road. “We have some great 
volunteers who man the phones and 
allocate drivers to trips and we also couldn’t 
do without Marie our treasurer,” said Fran.
The couple’s first job for the community 
vehicle trust was to take a client to Nelson. 
“We loved it," said Fran. 

"The passenger was a charming lady of 
advanced years - am I allowed to say that? 
The feeling of being useful again was good.”
Frank and Fran say they have had some 
wonderful experiences and met many 
interesting people, including visitors and 
locals alike.
“A long drive is ideal for a good natter. 
People’s stories are amazing and as long as 
we can help, we feel good. Maybe one day 
we will need that help ourselves,” said Fran.
“The Trust does a lot to help people and it 
has given us a lot of pleasure to be able to 
give something back to the community.”
 “It is a great feeling being able to volunteer, 
good for the soul,” she said.

Positive Ageing with Fran & Frank Hartley

Monitoring the air we breathe
Did you know one of the Council’s functions 
is the monitoring of Blenheim’s air quality?
Specialised equipment located in 
Redwoodtown measures and continually 
records particulate matter (PM) levels in 
Blenheim’s air. 
Research has shown that the majority of 
Blenheim’s particulate matter comes from 
burning solid fuel in domestic woodburners. 
Breathing in too much of it can cause a 
variety of health effects. The Government 
has set PM health level guidelines under 
the National Environmental Standard for Air 
Quality (NESAQ) to help address this.
Council Environmental Scientist Sarah Brand 
said the Council was required to monitor 
PM10 - particulate matter with inhalable 
particles with diameters of 10 micrometers 
and smaller. 
“We measure the concentration of PM in  
µg m-3 or micrograms (one-millionth of a 
gram) per cubic meter of air.”
“The NESAQ for PM10, allows the threshold 
of 50µg m-3 (24-hour average) to be 
exceeded on no more than one day per 
12 month period. Typically Blenheim 
exceeds this threshold three to five times 
a year. In 2019 Blenheim only exceeded 
the standard once, while this year we have 
already exceeded the threshold on twelve 
occasions.”
“So far in 2021 the monitors have recorded 
exceedance levels of PM10 (24-hour average) 
ranging from 51µg m-3 to 77.5µg m-3,”  
Sarah said.
Inefficient woodburners and poor wood 
burning practices all contribute to increased 
PM levels resulting in poor air quality.

You can help us all breathe easier this winter 
by burning cleanly. Make sure you:
•  use only dry, seasoned wood - it takes 

eight to 12 months for new wood to dry
•  buy your wood from a reputable supplier
•  burn denser wood such as gum or 

macrocarpa - it burns longer and throws off 
more heat

•  store your wood properly; stack it in a 
covered, dry place with good ventilation

•  never burn treated or painted timber - it 
produces toxic gases

For more information go to:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/air-
quality/air-quality-exceedances

Council’s Environmental Monitoring Officer, John 
Sutherland, calibrates Blenheim’s air quality 
monitors

Marlborough Home & Garden 
Show
The ever-popular Home & Garden Show is 
back for 2021 and promises to be packed 
with all the ideas and information you need 
to transform your surroundings into the 
space you’ve always dreamed of.
Fri 9 to Sun 11 July  
Fri & Sat: 10.00 am - 5.00 pm 
Sun: 10.00 am - 4.00 pm 
Marlborough Lines Stadium 2000

Bastille Day
Join the team at Clos Henri and celebrate 
the French national day with fine wines, 
great food and a wonderful, relaxed 
atmosphere with friends and family.
Sun 11 July: 11.00 am - 3.00 pm 
Clos Henri Vineyard, 639 SH63, Renwick

Breach of air quality standard for PM10 in Blenheim
In accordance with regulation 16 of the Resource Management Act (National Environmental 
Standards relating to Certain Air Pollutants, Dioxins and Other Toxics) Regulations 2004, 
referred to as the NES, the Council gives notice that the NES for PM10 was breached in the 
Blenheim airshed in 2021 on the following dates:
Date   Location   PM10 (µg m-3)
22 June 2021  Redwoodtown  58.5
23 June 2021  Redwoodtown  56.6
29 June 2021  Redwoodtown  63.0
30 June 2021  Redwoodtown  59.3
05 July 2021        Redwooodtown      52 mg/kg  
The Council monitors PM10 concentrations relative to the NES at an air monitoring site in 
Redwoodtown.
The NES for PM10 allows the threshold of 50 µg m-3 to be exceeded on no more than one 
day per 12 month period. These exceedances mean the NES has been breached on twelve 
occasions in the Blenheim airshed in 2021.
More information can be found at www.marlborough.govt.nz

Request for expressions of interest - catering services 
The Council is seeking registrations of 
interest for providing catering services for 
the Marlborough Events Centre.
Registrations of interest close at 5.00 pm on 
Monday 2 August.
Registration of interest documents can be 
obtained from:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
tenders

All inquiries should be directed to:
Samantha Young 
PO Box 443 
Blenheim 7240
Ph: 03 520 7400 
Email: 
samantha.young@marlborough.govt.nz

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Even though the final whistle is about to 
sound for The Economic Action Marlborough 
(TEAM) Group, it’s definitely not game over 
for all those involved in Marlborough’s 
Covid-19 economic recovery.
TEAM held the latest Marlborough Covid-19 
Economic Update on Monday at which 
its final Phase Two report was released, 
signalling the winding down of  
TEAM’s activities. 
Infometrics’ Senior Economist Brad Olsen 
gave the national and local economic 
outlook and a number of recipients of TEAM 
funding also talked about their successful 
projects at the function. 
TEAM Group chair Councillor Mark Peters 
said TEAM's role had been to fill the gap in 
the economic recovery efforts should one 
exist. “As a result, I am pleased to advise 
that Marlborough has, in general, recovered 
much faster and to a greater extent than had 
been forecast.”
“However, we are keenly aware that 
internationally covid-19 is not under control. 
The impact on New Zealand will depend 
heavily on whether the border remains 
closed and if the virus enters the New 
Zealand community again. The Council will 
keep a close watching brief on the situation 
and reconvene TEAM if required.” 
TEAM’s third report to be produced 
highlights the additional benefit the initiative 
has brought to the Marlborough community 
including:
•  $235k + additional funding committed 

to supporting Marlborough's economic 
recovery 

•  An additional 55 events supported  
(7 supported previously) 

•  34 additional businesses assisted - taking 
the total to 107 

•  An additional 31 young people supported 
into work readiness training (taking the 
total to 40)

•  Social media campaign engagement 
growth from 25,000+ to 485,000+

Council’s Economic Development Manager 
Neil Henry said TEAM had identified that 
most of the key industries locally were not 
significantly affected by Covid now, except 
the visitor economy.  

“Marlborough has significantly exceeded the 
initial projections of how Covid would affect 
the local economy,” said Neil.
“Consequently the second report proposes 
that the TEAM structure be disestablished, 
with ongoing support led by the Council’s 
economic development team, Destination 
Marlborough and other key business 
support providers,” he said.
“The remaining TEAM funding is to be 
retained and targeted towards the visitor 
economy, with a particular focus on Picton 
and the Marlborough Sounds where there is 
an identifiable ongoing impact.” 
Labour and employment support related 
programmes will also be focus areas  
going forward.
TEAM Group brought together the Council 
and representatives from key sectors, 
agencies and iwi within the region in 
April 2020. 
For TEAM Group’s ‘Marlborough’s Economic 
Response to Covid-19 Final Report August 
2020 to June 2021’ go to: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/civil-defence-
emergency-management/covid-19-
novel-coronavirus/the-economic-action-
marlborough-team-group/reports

Time for TEAM Group to pass on the baton
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