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Make a submission to the Government on Three Waters 
Marlborough residents are encouraged to 
make their voice heard on the Government’s 
Three Waters reform proposals by making a 
submission by Friday 22 July 2022.
The Council strongly opposes the 
Government’s mega model Three  
Waters reform. 
The Water Services Entities Bill has been 
referred to the Government’s Finance and 
Expenditure Select Committee. Council will 
make a submission opposing the loss of local 
democratic control and lack of consideration 
by the Government of alternative Three 
Waters management models.

Anyone can make a submission to the  
select committee via Parliament’s website  
at www.parliament.nz/en/get-involved/
topics/all-current-topics/water-services-
entities-bill-begins-three-waters-reform
For more information on the Council’s 
position on Three Waters, go to  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
three-waters-reform-proposals
Marlborough District Council is a member of 
the 31-strong local government action group 
Communities 4 Local Democracy. Go to 
www.communities4localdemocracy.co.nz  
to see their proposals and sign a petition.
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Changes for Churchward Park trees 
Four gum trees at the kart raceway at 
Churchward Park, Blenheim will be felled.
A further three will be retained and pruned, 
with the Kart Club required to implement a 
planting plan in consultation with Council’s 
Parks and Open Spaces staff.
The decision was made at the Council’s 
recent Assets and Services  
Committee meeting.
The Kart Club had asked for all seven gum 
trees to be felled due to them shading 
the track and leaf drop. An arboriculture 
assessment showed that some of the trees 
were in declining health while others were 
healthy and home to birds and insects.
The 30 year old trees were in two groups 
planted on a grass embankment to the north 
of the race track. While the trees provided 
value to the local area, they needed work 
to improve their appearance and maintain 
health, the assessment concluded.

While she agreed with the decision, 
councillor Cynthia Brooks noted that tree 
felling was an emotive issue. “It’s always 
regretful to see mature trees felled,” she 
said. “Gums do attract and feed birdlife and 
as a Council we’ve worked hard to bring the 
tui to town.”  
She asked that further planting be done in 
consultation with staff to ensure the best 
varieties were planted.
Parks and Open Spaces Officer, Robert 
Hutchinson, said the bund between the 
raceway and Marlborough Lines was well 
suited to greening. In accordance with its 
Tree Policy, Council had asked for public 
feedback on the issue. Seven submissions 
were received, with six wanting the trees 
retained and one in support of removal.

Wither Hills aerial fertiliser drop
If you are using the Wither Hills Farm Park 
next week and see things falling from the  
sky don’t panic - it’s aerial topdressing time.
Council Land Resources Advisor James  
Mills-Kelly says lime pellets will be spread 
over roughly 100ha at the Cobb Cottage  
end of Wither Hills Farm Park.
“We’re using lime in the form of pellets to 
reduce any dust issues,” he said. “There are 
no real health or safety concerns as lime is a 
natural organic soil conditioner and doesn’t 
pose a health concern to park users,” he said.
However, users of the park need to be aware 
of low flying planes and falling pellets.

The aerial drop is scheduled for Monday 18  
to Friday 22 July and is weather dependent 
with conditions needing to be not too wet  
or too windy.
Signs will be placed near the landing strip 
and the fertiliser bin, which are both near  
the top of the park.
“Staff will be at each end of the area 
advising people that spreading is 
underway,” James said.
There will also be staff managing the airstrip 
itself and loading area. The spreading should 
only take half a day, weather permitting.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation  
or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Winter Latin Market
Blenheim’s Latin community invite you 
to come and share in their culture at this 
inaugural market. There will be something 
on offer for everyone including handicrafts, 
beautiful products and delicious food.
Fri 15 July: 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm
Wairau Parish Hall,  
1 Riley Crescent, Blenheim

Robinson Plays Mendelssohn
Marlborough Civic Orchestra presents 
another classical music concert featuring 
works by early Romantic-period German 
composer Felix Mendelssohn with guest 
soloist Andrew Robinson.
Sat 16 July: 7.00 pm
ASB Theatre Marlborough,  
2 Hutcheson Street, Blenheim

Believe It or Not Kids’ Quiz
Join the team at Clubs of Marlborough  
for more school holiday fun. Once again 
popular local quizmaster Glenn Kirby will  
host the afternoon with plenty of prizes on 
offer. Limited to eight members per team; 
children must be accompanied by an adult.  
Book your places today.
Wed 20 July: 1.00 pm - 2.30 pm
Clubs of Marlborough,  
42 Alfred Street, Blenheim

The following meetings are open to  
the public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available online 
and at Council’s office, 15 Seymour Street.
Environment Committee
Thursday 21 July at 9.00 am

Planning, Finance &  
Community Committee
Thursday 28 July at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change, 
please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer Service 
Centre is closed on Wednesdays from  
12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Weather station helps manage field conditions at Lansdowne
A new weather station installed at 
Lansdowne Park will help Council staff 
better manage field conditions.
Parks and Open Spaces Officer, Robert 
Hutchinson, says the weather station’s  
in-ground sensors give more accurate  
data from the field, allowing improved  
and targeted maintenance on potential 
trouble areas.
“For example, a recent early morning 
reading gave a ground level temperature 
on the field of six degrees whereas the 
airport measurement that morning was  
0.5 degrees,” Mr Hutchinson said.  
“The significance of this is that at a lower 
temperature grass growth is slowing  
down but at six degrees the grass  
growth isn’t slowing as fast.”
The difference in temperature means  
that two more mows a week remain in  
place allowing for more concise 
maintenance programming.
Mr Hutchinson described the weather 
station, which was imported from the 
US, as the “last part of the toolbox”  
in managing field conditions.
It’s located on the sand surface but 
information from it, such as rainfall,  
was helpful for the entire grounds,  
Mr Hutchinson said.

Lansdowne Park’s new weather station

Local elections - are you enrolled to vote?
With the local elections coming up on 
Saturday 8 October now is a good time  
to check whether you’re enrolled to vote. 
To enrol or update your details you’ll need  
to fill in an enrolment form. Go online at  
www.vote.nz or phone 0800 36 76 56 to  
ask for a form to be sent to you. 
To avoid a lengthy process later on, make 
sure you’re enrolled before the enrolment 
period closes on Friday 12 August.
Local elections are held by postal vote so  
you need to be enrolled at the right address 
to receive your voting papers in the mail.

New Athletic Park sprint track ready for racing
Athletic Park has a new 60m rubberised 
sprint track.
The track will be used for short sprint races 
as well as practising sprint starts.
Parks and Open Spaces Officer, Robert 
Hutchinson, says the 60m sprint event is 
part of children’s athletics events locally as 
well as nationally. “The choice was made 
by Athletics Marlborough to go with a 60m 
track,” he said. “It’s on the 100m grass sprint 
track and is also the run track for the long 
jump pit, so has dual roles.”
The area was dug out by Athletics 
Marlborough last year but delays in getting 
the track’s rubber formula surface into the 
country meant the job took longer than 
expected. The surface is rubber in gel  
form painted on to a concrete base.
The work was funded in part by Council 
through the Land Subdivision Reserve,  
with Athletics Marlborough providing the 
labour.  Athletic Park’s new sprint track

Marlborough Regional Workforce Plan launched
Te Mahere Ahumahi ā-Rohe o Te Tauihu o 
Te Waka-a-Māui, the Marlborough Regional 
Workforce Plan, was recently released 
with a focus on creating a more resilient, 
sustainable economy and workforce, and  
an enabled Māori economy.
The plan was developed by the Marlborough 
Regional Skills Leadership Group (RSLG) in 
consultation with the community.
It highlights local labour supply and demand 
trends and focuses on what Marlborough 
can do as a community to achieve a highly 
skilled and coordinated regional labour 
market over the longer term.
Marlborough RSLG Co-Chair Jennifer Moxon 
said the group worked with Council to run 
workshops with over 200 stakeholders 
from across the region to hear about local 
challenges and opportunities.
“It quickly became clear that all of our 
sectors are facing similar issues with 
recruiting and retaining staff,” she said. 
Marlborough has a strong labour market 
with many opportunities but it could be 
difficult for employers to attract people  
to the region and to their sector. By 2038,  
the number of filled jobs in Marlborough  
is expected to increase by 25 per cent.
Fellow RSLG Co-Chair Corey Hebberd said 
employers told the group that perceptions or 
lack of awareness around the opportunities 
in Marlborough limits people’s interest in 
applying for roles.
The RSLG is working with Marlborough’s key 
sectors to support them as they develop 
industry specific plans.

“Achieving equitable outcomes across our 
community is essential and we need to 
have the training and support available to 
enable this, for the betterment of our region 
as a collective,” Mr Hebberd said.
The Regional Workforce Plan is the 
first regionally-led skills and workforce 
development plan for Marlborough. It will 
be refreshed annually. The first edition 
focuses on five sectors and six focus areas 
and includes actions to drive collaboration 
and change. 
RSLGs were established by the 
Government to lead labour market planning 
in the regions and identify and support 
better ways of meeting future skills and 
workforce needs.
The plan is available at mbie.govt.nz/
Marlborough-rslg

Be well this winter 
With winter making its presence felt it’s  
time to make sure you’re prepared.
Covid-19 reminded us that basic measures 
can stop the spread of infectious illnesses. 
To stay healthy this winter make sure 
you stay at home if you feel unwell or 
have Covid-19 symptoms. For advice call 
Heathline on Ph: 0800 358 5453 or your 
local doctor.
Ensure you and your whanau are up to date 
with all available vaccinations.
Maintain good hand hygiene by washing 
and drying hands thoroughly or using  
hand sanitiser.  

Sneeze or cough into your elbow or a  
tissue. Avoid touching your face.   
Wear a face mask on public transport, 
in cafés and shops or when it’s hard to 
maintain social distancing.
Following these simple steps helps reduce 
the spread of infectious illness such as 
Covid-19, colds and flu.
Develop a plan for your family and  
familiarise yourself with your workplace’s 
Covid-19 policies.
For more information visit:  
www.covid19.govt.nz

Thinking of standing for Council? Make sure you’re in the know
If you’re planning on standing for Council 
at this year’s local elections, make sure you 
jump online to read the Candidate Handbook. 
This booklet has been prepared as a 
general guide and covers key dates, 
information on the electoral system and 
roll, as well as information on candidate 
eligibility and nominations.
Electoral Officer Dean Heiford says the 
Handbook is the ‘go to’ document for 
anyone considering standing as  
a councillor. 
“The Candidate Handbook also provides 
guidance on candidate profile statements, 
election advertising and use of social 
media,” Mr Heiford said.
“The booklet has been updated for the 
coming elections to ensure candidates can 
easily access everything they need to know 
in a single document,” he said.
To view a copy go to: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
elections/2022-council-election/ 
candidate-information-booklet
For more information,  
email Council's Electoral Officer at:  
election@marlborough.govt.nz

Category Annual fee

Category One (Non-working dog must be desexed and 
microchipped and have no infringement notice for the last  
2 years i.e. since 1 July 2020)

$62

Category Two (Non-working dog which does not meet Category  
One criteria and includes menacing dogs) $92

Old dog (category for dogs over 12 years old as of 1 July 2022) $46

Dangerous dog $138

Working dog 

10+ working dogs (for each extra dog)

$22

$11

Dog registrations now overdue
The dog registration year runs from 1 July 
2022 to 30 June 2023 so all dogs should 
now be registered for the year ahead.
Registration forms have been sent to dog 
owners’ last known address. If you fail 
to register your dog by 1 August 2022 
penalties will apply.
The table below provides information on 
how much it costs to register your dog. 
All of this information, and ways to pay, is 
outlined in the registration form which you 
should have received by now.

Please let Animal Control know if:
• ownership of your dog changes
• your dog leaves the district
• you have a change of address
• your dog dies

If you have any questions please contact 
Animal Control on Ph: 03 520 9033 or 
email: animalcontrol@xtra.co.nz.
This is a public notice in accordance with 
section 37(6) of the Dog Control Act 1996.
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