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Hara Adams is Council’s new Kaihautu, 
manager of Maori partnerships.
The ground-breaking role is designed to 
facilitate partnerships with iwi and promote 
collaborative and positive engagement with 
Maori to effectively deliver Council services.
Hara, of Ngati Raukawa ki te Tonga, 
Muaupoko, Ngati Tukorehe, Ngati Toa 
Rangitira and Ngai Tahu descent, will also 
support Maori in decision making and 
help Council, councillors and staff work in 
partnership with iwi.
“Central government reforms these 
days include enhanced roles for iwi to 
enable them to contribute at the Council 
governance level, and the Kaihautu will 
help with that,” Council Chief Executive 
Mark Wheeler said.
Hara is excited about her new role and 
working with, and alongside the people of 
Te Tauihu and Wairau. 
“The Kaihautu role is a great example of 
how our people can be involved in shaping 
ways in which organisations engage and 
partner with iwi and Maori,” Hara said. “I 
am looking forward to enhancing space 
for iwi to be involved in decision making, 
regarding issues that affect them.”
Hara, born and raised in Otaki, has many 
years of experience working with iwi and 
ropu Maori and is competent in Te Reo 
Maori me ona Tikanga. 
She has recently worked as an advisor 
to the Ngai Tahu Fund working directly 
with whanau and Papatipu Runanga 
to successfully manage the delivery of 
programmes that support the development 
of Ngai Tahu whanui.
Hara will provide strategic advice and 
guidance on iwi engagement and Maori 
cultural matters enabling Council to grow 
its partnership with Maori. 
She will also facilitate civic and ceremonial 
events to ensure tikanga Maori is 
appropriately incorporated into Council’s 

Pedestrians should use the Henry, Alfred or 
Sinclair Street bridges to cross the Taylor 
River into or out of Blenheim’s CBD, as the 
Crinoline Bridge is being repaired following 
the rain event on Tuesday 12 July. 
As it is designed to do, the deck section 
of the Crinoline Bridge was lifted off the 
abutments by the flood waters. One end 

of the bridge is tethered to an abutment, 
while the rest of the bridge remains in the 
river by the northern side boardwalk. As 
soon as the area is dry enough the deck 
section will be lifted back into place by 
heavy machinery.
The repair work is expected to take a few 
weeks to complete.

Crinoline Bridge closed 

Marlborough recovery one year on 
One year after the destructive 
weather event that severely 
damaged Marlborough’s Roads, 
significant progress is being made 
on restoring the network. 
Marlborough Roads Manager, Steve 
Murrin, says the scale of damage 
from last year’s event 
was unprecedented. 
“This is the second largest local road 
recovery project in New Zealand, 
after the Christchurch Earthquake,” 
Mr Murrin said.
“There was 460km of road damaged 
during the event. That’s the distance 
between Blenheim and Timaru.” 
Immediately after the storm, the 
focus was on stabilising the sites 
and making the roads safe for 
residents as safely and quickly 
as possible. “So far, there's been 
over 160,000 hours spent 
recovering Marlborough’s Roads,” 
Mr Murrin said.
“All 350kms of roads made 
unpassable by the storm are now 
open to at least controlled access, 
and 80 per cent of the 1,600 faults 
have been repaired,” he said. 
Another milestone reached 
recently is the handing over of 
the Pelorus Zone (Central Sounds) 
to Marlborough Roads.
“There are other significant sections 
of road about to be handed back, as 
their recovery is completed.” There is 
still work to be done to return the 
roads to their previous standard.

“The full programme of recovery 
works is due to be finished in 
June 2023. However, as this week 
has shown, we have to be mindful 
of bad weather and its potential 
to cause further damage”, Mr 
Murrin said. 
“Our attention now is on the 
complex sites that have required 
considerable design, including 
over 200 underslips.”
While these works continue, the 
barge subsidy will increase for 
those with welfare needs. 
Council’s Recovery Manager, Dean 
Heiford, said to further support 
the Outer Sounds community, the 
barge subsidy will be increased 
to 50 per cent.
“The increased subsidy will be 
available on barge services from 
Monday to Wednesday, following 
feedback we received from the 
Outer Sounds’ farming community,” 
Mr Heiford said. 
“The services eligible for the welfare 
subsidy are the New Zealand post 
delivery service, on-farm supplies 
and farm-related welfare including; 
stock movements, stock feed, 
fertiliser and fuel.”
Johnson’s Barge Services Ltd will 
continue to manage barge 
bookings and access to the subsidy. 
“We want to thank the affected 
communities for their support and 
patience while the repair work is 
completed,” Mr Heiford said.

He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau
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Take care when 
walking and cycling
If you’re planning on walking or 
cycling in the Wither Hills Farm Park 
or along the Taylor River over the next 
week or so please take care.
A number of tracks up the Wither Hills 
have sustained damage following the 
rain event on Tuesday 12 July. 
The Taylor River paths and grass 
area are also particularly wet and 
muddy. Council is working to get 
both of these areas cleaned up as 
soon as possible.

Sutherland Stream at the Wither 
Hills Farm Park following the rain 
event last Tuesday

Clearing a slip on Kenepuru Road above Tara Bay

Bridge repairs to the Jordan Bridge on Awatere Valley Road

New Kaihautu joins Council

Council’s new Kaihautu, manager of 
Maori partnerships, Hara Adams

event planning.
The new role is part of Council’s 
commitment to strengthening 
its partnership and level of 
engagement with tangata whenua iwi 
and developing working relationships 
and trust, Mr Wheeler said.
“The addition of a Maori ward councillor to 
be contested at this year’s local elections in 
October will also help to raise the Council’s 
capacity to work in partnership with Maori 
at the governance level,” Mr Wheeler said. 


