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Bridge repairs to the Jordan Bridge on Awatere Valley Road

One year after the destructive weather 
event that severely damaged Marlborough’s 
Roads, significant progress is being made 
on restoring the network.
Marlborough Roads Manager, Steve Murrin, 
says the scale of damage from last year’s 
event was unprecedented. 
“This is the second largest local road 
recovery project in New Zealand, after the 
Christchurch Earthquake,” Mr Murrin said.
“There was 460km of road damaged during 
the event. That’s the distance between 
Blenheim and Timaru.”
Immediately after the storm, the focus was 
on stabilising the sites and making the roads 
safe for residents as safely and quickly  
as possible. 
“So far, there has been over 160,000 hours 
spent recovering Marlborough’s Roads,”  
Mr Murrin said.
“All 350kms of roads made unpassable by 
the storm are now open to at least controlled 
access, and 80 per cent of the 1,600 faults 
have been repaired,” he said.
Another milestone reached recently is the 
handing over of the Pelorus Zone 
(Central Sounds) to Marlborough Roads.
“There are other significant sections of road 
about to be handed back, as their recovery 
is completed.”
There is still work to be done to return the 
roads to their previous standard.
“The full programme of recovery works is 
due to be finished in June 2023. However, 
as this week has shown, we have to be 
mindful of bad weather and its potential to 
cause further damage”, Mr Murrin said. 
“Our attention now is on the complex sites 
that have required considerable design, 
including over 200 underslips.”

While these works continue, the barge 
subsidy will increase for those with  
welfare needs. 
Council’s Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford, 
said to further support the Outer Sounds' 
community, the barge subsidy will be 
increased to 50 per cent.
“The increased subsidy will be available on 
barge services from Monday to Wednesday, 
following feedback we received from the 
Outer Sounds’ farming community,”  
Mr Heiford said. 
“The services eligible for the welfare subsidy 
are the New Zealand post delivery service, 
on-farm supplies and farm-related welfare 
including; stock movements, stock feed, 
fertiliser and fuel.”
Johnson’s Barge Services Ltd will continue 
to manage barge bookings and access to 
the subsidy. 
“We want to thank the affected communities 
for their support and patience while the 
repair work is completed,” Mr Heiford said.

Proposed temporary road closure - 4 September 2022 -  
Riverlands Industrial Estate
On Sunday 4 September 2022 the following roads are proposed to be closed to ordinary 
vehicle traffic for the purposes of the Marlborough Car Club Sprint Races:
• Bristol Street, Riverlands Industrial Estate, RP 0m - 550m, from 7.30 am to 5.00 pm
• Manchester Street, Riverlands Industrial Estate, RP 0m - 300m, from 7.30 am to 5.00 pm
• Vernon Street, Riverlands Industrial Estate, RP 0m - 330m, from 7.30 am to 5.00 pm
During the proposed period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being 
closed between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New 
Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the  
period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 1965.
Anyone wishing to object to the proposal can lodge their objection and grounds thereof in 
writing before 5.00 pm on Thursday 18 August 2022, at the Marlborough Roads office,  
The Forum, Market Street, Blenheim, PO Box 1031, Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.
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Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation  
or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

The following meetings are open to  
the public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available online 
and at Council’s office, 15 Seymour Street.
Planning, Finance &  
Community Committee
Thursday 28 July at 9.00 am
Council
Thursday 11 August at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change, 
please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer Service 
Centre is closed on Wednesdays from  
12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Storm saturates sewer system
Last Tuesday’s heavy and sustained rain not 
only caused major flooding and road closures 
around the region, it also affected Blenheim’s 
sewage system.
Council took the precaution of asking 
residents not to flush their toilets because the 
sewer system was under such pressure that 
some toilet bowls were slow to drain.
The sewer has now returned to normal and 
Council staff have undertaken clean up and 
disinfecting work.
Council’s Operations and Maintenance 
Engineer, Stephen Rooney, said part of 
the issue was due to the already saturated 
ground. “The 12 hours of rain falling on 
a catchment and soil that was already 
drenched meant the water could not sink in,” 
he said. “What didn’t run off into rivers and 
streams ponded on gardens, in roads and 
hollows. This caused the sewer system to fill 
up and start backflowing which is why we 
advised people not to flush.”
“As the Taylor River rose and floodgates were 
closed off, Blenheim became reliant on its 
stormwater system and pumping stations 
could not keep up,” Mr Rooney said.
Another issue was water seeping into cracks 
in the below groundwater sewer network.
“There is a level of infiltration all the time but 
when the river rises so dramatically there is 
much greater water pressure and higher rates 
of infiltration,” Mr Rooney said. “With so much 

surface water on properties some gulley 
traps were covered resulting in that water 
going into the sewer. All these factors  
mean the sewer system becomes a 
stormwater system.”
“Continual sewer upgrades in Blenheim, 
particularly in the Springlands area, meant 
that many areas coped," he said.
As work continues and new pump stations, 
such as the one in Bomford Street, are 
completed, the risk of another similar event  
is decreased.
This week’s storm differed from last year’s 
destructive July 17 event - this time the Taylor 
River was most affected as opposed to the 
Wairau River that flooded in 2021.
“Every storm is different and depends on 
where the rain falls,” Mr Rooney said. “This 
rainfall intensity wasn’t high but it was of a 
longer duration,” he said.

Last day to make a submission on Three Waters 
With the submission period closing 
tomorrow, Friday 22 July 2022, now is the 
time for Marlborough residents to make their 
voices heard on the Government’s Three 
Waters reform proposal.
The Council continues to strongly oppose 
the Government’s mega model Three 
Waters reform proposal, details of which 
can be found on the Department of Internal 
Affairs website at www.dia.govt.nz/Three-
Waters-Reform-Programme
The Water Services Entities Bill has been 
referred to the Government’s Finance and 
Expenditure Select Committee. Council 
will be making a submission based on its 

concerns about the loss of local democratic 
control and lack of consideration by the 
Government of alternative Three Waters 
management models.
Any member of the public can make a 
submission to the select committee. You 
can find details on the Parliament website 
at www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/make-
a-submission/document/53SCFE_SCF_
BILL_124081/water-services-entities-bill
For more information on the Council’s 
position on Three Waters, go to www.
marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/three-
waters-reform-proposals

New Kaihautū joins Council
Hara Adams is Council’s new Kaihautū, 
manager of Māori partnerships.
The ground-breaking role is designed to 
facilitate partnerships with iwi and promote 
collaborative and positive engagement with 
Māori to effectively deliver Council services.
Hara, of Ngāti Raukawa ki te Tonga, 
Muaūpoko, Ngāti Tukorehe, Ngāti Toa 
Rangitira and Ngāi Tahu descent, will also 
support Māori in decision making and 
help Council, councillors and staff work in 
partnership with iwi.
“Central government reforms these 
days include enhanced roles for iwi to 
enable them to contribute at the Council 
governance level, and the Kaihautū will 
help with that,” Council Chief Executive 
Mark Wheeler said.
Hara is excited about her new role and 
working with, and alongside the people of 
Te Tauihu and Wairau. 
“The Kaihautū role is a great example of 
how our people can be involved in shaping 
ways in which organisations engage and 
partner with iwi and Māori,” Hara said.  
“I am looking forward to enhancing space 
for iwi to be involved in decision making, 
regarding issues that affect them.”
Hara, born and raised in Ōtaki, has many 
years of experience working with iwi and 
rōpū Māori and is competent in  
Te Reo Māori me ōna Tikanga. 
She has recently worked as an advisor 
to the Ngāi Tahu Fund working directly 
with whānau and Papatipu Rūnanga 
to successfully manage the delivery of 
programmes that support the development 
of Ngāi Tahu whānui.

Hara will provide strategic advice and 
guidance on iwi engagement and Māori 
cultural matters enabling Council to grow 
its partnership with Māori. 
She will also facilitate civic and ceremonial 
events to ensure tikanga Māori is 
appropriately incorporated into Council’s 
event planning.
The new role is part of Council’s 
commitment to strengthening its 
partnership and level of engagement 
with tangata whenua iwi and developing 
working relationships and trust,  
Mr Wheeler said.
“The addition of a Māori ward councillor to 
be contested at this year’s local elections in 
October will also help to raise the Council’s 
capacity to work in partnership with Māori 
at the governance level,” Mr Wheeler said. 

Constructing a pile driven wall on Kenepuru Road Pouring concrete for a dish channel on  
Tennyson Inlet Road

Council’s new Kaihautū, manager of Māori 
partnerships, Hara Adams

Blenheim’s Taylor River on 12 July 2022

Sausage sizzle and community day celebrates terminal redevelopment

Te Moana o Raukawakawa
does not separate us…
it is what brings us together.

Grab the family and come along for a sausage sizzle and 
chat about the exciting new ferry terminal for Waitohi 
Picton.  New building and surrounds, bett er connections to 
town, and two new ships purpose built for our Marlborough 
Sounds.  Experience it all with a ‘digital fl y-through’.  

This fun community day celebrates construction being 
underway, and we’d love to see you there.  You’ll fi nd us 
down by the water in the pop-up information kiosk.  

When 1pm to 3pm Saturday 23 July 

Where Ferry terminal carpark

Visit irex.co.nz 

Local elections - are you enrolled to vote?
With the local elections coming up on 
Saturday 8 October now is a good time  
to check whether you’re enrolled to vote. 
To enrol or update your details you’ll need  
to fill in an enrolment form. Go online at  
www.vote.nz or phone 0800 36 76 56 to  
ask for a form to be sent to you. 
To avoid a lengthy process later on, make 
sure you’re enrolled before the enrolment 
period closes on Friday 12 August.
Local elections are held by postal vote so  
you need to be enrolled at the right address 
to receive your voting papers in the mail.

Raw Comedy Night
Do you consider yourself to be one of the 
funny folk? Here’s your chance to test it 
out on stage with a live audience - all you 
need is five minutes of original material. 
R18 event.
Thu 21 July; 8.00 pm
Clubs of Marlborough,  
42 Alfred Street, Blenheim

Repair Cafe
Have you got an item that needs repairing? 
Volunteer community experts will be on 
hand to help you diagnose and repair the 
issue for free - sewing, bikes, toys, small 
furniture, electronics and more.
Sat 23 July; 9.00 am - 12.00 pm
Crossroads, 2 Redwood Street, Blenheim

The NZHIA iHemp Investment & 
Discovery Tour: Blenheim
What can hemp do for you? Come and 
explore hemp’s economic and sustainability 
potential and find out how industrial hemp 
can be utilised in the Marlborough region.
Tue 26 July; 3.00 pm - 5.00 pm
Marlborough Research Centre,  
85 Budge Street, Blenheim

Take care when walking and cycling 
If you’re planning on walking or cycling in the 
Wither Hills Farm Park or along the Taylor 
River please take care.
A number of tracks up the Wither Hills 
sustained damage following the rain event on 
Tuesday 12 July. The Taylor River paths and 
grass area are also particularly wet  
and muddy.
Council is working to get both of these areas 
cleaned up as soon as possible.

Crinoline Bridge closed 
Pedestrians should use the Henry, Alfred 
or Sinclair Street bridges to cross the Taylor 
River into or out of Blenheim’s CBD, as the 
Crinoline Bridge is being repaired following 
the rain event on Tuesday 12 July. 
As it is designed to do, the deck section 
of the Crinoline Bridge was lifted off the 
abutments by the flood waters. One end of 
the bridge is tethered to an abutment, while 
the rest of the bridge remains in the river by 
the northern side boardwalk. As soon as the 
area is dry enough the deck section will be 
lifted back into place by heavy machinery.
The repair work is expected to take a few 
weeks to complete.

Sutherland Stream at the Wither Hills Farm Park 
following the rain event last Tuesday

Repair works in Port Underwood
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