
Candidate nominations are now open and 
close at midday on Friday 12 August 2022. 
To stand for the Council, you must be:
•	 a New Zealand citizen
•	 aged 18 years or older
•	 enrolled on the electoral roll
Elected members can come from all 
backgrounds and walks of life. You don’t 
need	any	special	qualifications	to	stand	
for the Council. 
An effective elected member brings a 
broad range of skills to the role, such as:
•	 decision-making and strategic thinking
•	 communication and community 

engagement
•	 relationship building and collaboration
How to get nominated:
•	 Complete a nomination form during 

the nomination period
•	Get two people to nominate you. They 

must be aged 18 years or older and 
enrolled to vote in the area you wish to 
stand in

•	 Provide a deposit of $200. This may 
be refunded, depending on how many 
votes you receive

As a candidate, you need to:
•	 find	out	what	is	important	to	your	local	

community
•	 familiarise yourself with Marlborough’s 

local government structure and the 
roles of elected members

The main reason people don’t vote is lack 
of knowledge about the candidates and 
their views. A successful campaign is one 
where local residents know the key issues 
you stand for within the community.
Useful tips for connecting with people 
and getting more votes:
•	Get out into the community by door 

knocking, addressing public meetings 
and talking to members of the public

•	 Look for interview opportunities on 
radio, local newspapers, websites and 
magazines

•	Advertise your views in newspapers or 
on billboards 

•	Use social media channels
There are regulations around 
campaigning, including how much you 
can spend and how and when signage 
can be displayed. 
Further information is available in the 
2022 Candidate Handbook:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
elections/2022-council-election/
candidate-information-booklet
For more information, email the Council’s 
Electoral	Officer	at:	
election@marlborough.govt.nz
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With the local elections coming 
up on Saturday 8 October now 
is a good time to check whether 
you’re enrolled to vote. 
To enrol or update your 
details	you’ll	need	to	fill	in	an	
enrolment form. Go online at: 
www.vote.nz or phone 0800 36 
76 56 to ask for a form to be 
sent to you. 
To avoid a lengthy process later 
on, make sure you’re enrolled 
before the enrolment period 
closes on Friday 12 August.
Local elections are held by 
postal vote so you need to be 
enrolled at the right address to 
receive your voting papers in 
the mail.

After 23 years of operation, 
Marlborough 4 Fun, which has 
organised and delivered a wide range 
of community events, is winding down 
its operations.
Council’s Economic, Community and 
Support Services Manager, Dean 
Heiford, says while the contract 
between the Council and Marlborough 
4 Fun was due to conclude next year, 
the resignation of the organisation’s 
general manager has resulted in the 
Marlborough 4 Fun Trust reviewing its 
operations.
“Marlborough 4 Fun has done some 
wonderful work in our community 
over the last two decades. However, 
over the past two years the pressures 
associated with Covid-19 have made 
gaining sponsorship and running 
events	incredibly	difficult,”	Mr	Heiford	
said.
Even though it is the end of an era for 
the organisation some of its key events 
will continue to be delivered through 
the Council, including the Christmas 
Parade and the New Year’s Eve festival, 
Ignite Marlborough.

Changes ahead for local event delivery 

Stand for Council - be a candidate in 2022

Council opposes Three Waters  
Reform proposal
The Government’s four mega-entity 
model Three Waters Reform proposal 
is not seen as an acceptable solution 
by the Marlborough District Council.
In Council’s submission to the Finance 
and Expenditure Committee on the 
Water Services Entities Bill, Mayor 
John Leggett said Council accepted 
the country’s Three Waters sector 
faced	significant	challenges,	and	
that changes were needed, but the 
Government’s proposal was not the 
right one.
“We	do	not	accept	that	a	one	size	fits	
all mega-entity structure will deliver 
results	for	our	community,”	Mayor	
Leggett said.
Marlborough’s opposition to the 
reforms	is	based	on	five	key	concerns	
-	the	loss	of	local	democratic	influence	
and control; loss of responsiveness 
and	flexibility;	lack	of	alignment	of	
Three Waters Reform to the Resource 
Management Reform and the Future of 
Local Government review; inadequate 
consideration of alternative options 
and the boundary between entities C 
and D.
Mayor Leggett said the boundary 
issue is a particular sticking point, with 
Councils in the top of the South Island 
already expressing concern about 
the potential impact of Tasman and 
Marlborough communities being split 
into	different	entities.”	
“It makes no practical sense for 
Seddon’s water scheme to be managed 
by Entity D, as is currently proposed, 
when Blenheim, located 20 kilometres 
away,	will	be	managed	by	Entity	C.”
“The three Te Tau Ihu Councils 
(Marlborough District, Nelson City and 
Tasman District) and eight iwi have 
jointly submitted that Te Tauihu sit 
wholly within Entity D to avoid that 
split. There is also a closer community 

of	interest	with	the	South	Island,”	
Mayor Leggett said.
“The model proposes that 
Marlborough will be one of either 21 
territorial authorities to make up Entity 
C, or one of 23 included in Entity 
D,”	Mayor	Leggett	said.	“Given	only	
six or seven Council representatives 
are proposed for the Regional 
Representative Groups, the odds of 
Marlborough District Council being 
adequately represented at that level 
are	not	good.”
Mayor Leggett said such representation 
uncertainty was unacceptable given 
the importance of Three Waters to the 
regional environment, health, economy, 
and community generally. 
“Marlborough District Council is also 
concerned	about	the	loss	of	flexibility	
and responsiveness with the four 
mega-entities responsible for planning, 
funding	and	pricing	decisions.”
“We contend the rigid set of funding 
and planning controls the Entities 
will	operate	under	could	significantly	
reduce the ability to respond quickly 
and	flexibly	to	opportunities	requiring,	
for example, quick decisions to 
revise capital programmes to enable 
residential	subdivision,”	Mayor	Leggett	
said.
Marlborough District Council is a 
member of the Communities 4 Local 
Democracy, a group of 31 Councils 
representing 1.3 million people who 
strongly oppose the mega-entity 
proposal and engaged consultants 
Castalia to develop alternatives.
“We strongly endorse the C4LD 
submission and the alternative models 
it	proposes,”	Mayor	Leggett	said.	“We	
believe these alternative models better 
achieve the reform objectives without 
the	hugely	significant	loss	of	local	
democratic	voice.”
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Council will continue to deliver some 
key community events including the 
annual New Year’s Eve festival, Ignite 
Marlborough

“These are much-loved community 
events and essential elements in 
Marlborough’s Christmas and New Year 
celebrations. It’s important that these 
events	continue,”	Mr	Heiford	said.
“Sadly, we will not be able to put on 
Southern Jam this year. That is very 
disappointing news for everyone but 
it was too late in the planning cycle to 
be	able	to	make	it	happen	this	year,”	
he said. 
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