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The Government’s proposed four  
mega-entity model Three Waters Reform is 
not seen as an acceptable solution by the 
Marlborough District Council.
In Council’s submission to the Finance 
and Expenditure Committee on the Water 
Services Entities Bill, Mayor John Leggett 
said Council accepted the country’s Three 
Waters sector faced significant challenges, 
and that changes were needed, but the 
Government’s proposal was not the right one.
“We do not accept that a one size fits all 
mega-entity structure will deliver results  
for our community,” Mayor Leggett said.
Marlborough’s opposition to the reforms  
is based on five key concerns - the loss  
of local democratic influence and control; 
loss of responsiveness and flexibility;  
lack of alignment of Three Waters Reform 
to the Resource Management Reform and 
the Future of Local Government review; 
inadequate consideration of alternative 
options and the boundary between  
entities C and D.
Mayor Leggett said the boundary issue is 
a particular sticking point, with Councils 
in the top of the South Island already 
expressing concern about the potential 
impact of Tasman and Marlborough 
communities being split into different 
entities.
“It makes no practical sense for Seddon’s 
water scheme to be managed by Entity D, 
as is currently proposed, when Blenheim, 
located 20 kilometres away, will be 
managed by Entity C,” Mayor Leggett said.
“The three Te Tau Ihu Councils (Marlborough 
District, Nelson City and Tasman District) and 
eight iwi have jointly submitted that  
Te Tau Ihu sit wholly within Entity D to avoid 
that split. 

“The model proposes that Marlborough will 
be one of either 21 territorial authorities to 
make up Entity C, or one of 23 included in 
Entity D,” Mayor Leggett said. “Given only 
six or seven Council representatives are 
proposed for the Regional Representative 
Groups, the odds of Marlborough District 
Council being adequately represented at 
that level are not good.”
Mayor Leggett said such representation 
uncertainty was unacceptable given the 
importance of Three Waters to the regional 
environment, health, economy, and 
community generally. 
“Marlborough District Council is also 
concerned about the loss of flexibility and 
responsiveness with the four mega-entities 
responsible for planning, funding and  
pricing decisions.”
“We contend the rigid set of funding and 
planning controls the Entities will operate 
under could significantly reduce the 
ability to respond quickly and flexibly to 
opportunities requiring, for example, quick 
decisions to revise capital programmes to 
enable residential subdivision,”  
Mayor Leggett said.
Marlborough District Council is a member 
of the Communities 4 Local Democracy,  
a group of 31 Councils representing  
1.3 million people who strongly oppose  
the mega-entity proposal and have 
engaged consultants Castalia to  
develop alternatives.
“We strongly endorse the C4LD submission 
and the alternative models it proposes,” 
Mayor Leggett said. “We believe these 
alternative models better achieve the reform 
objectives without the hugely significant 
loss of local democratic voice.”

Registration of Interest for waste grant funding services -  
waste management and minimisation
Marlborough District Council is seeking 
registrations of interest from Marlborough 
based service providers for the above 
services. This registration process is to 
determine market capability and inform  
and assist Council decision making on  
further procurement processes (if any)  
to follow.
The services involve 
•  Identifying grant funding bodies to assist 

Council in exploring opportunities for 
innovation in waste service provision 

•  Assisting with the drafting of applications  
for grant funding from external parties

•  Providing programme management 
services for any successful application

For further information on this Registration 
of Interest visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
your-council/tenders
Registrations of Interest close at 4.00 pm  
on Wednesday 17 August 2022
Registrations are to be submitted to 
Marlborough District Council at:  
tenders@marlborough.govt.nz 
All enquiries should be directed to:  
Stephen Rooney, PO Box 443,  
Blenheim 7240. Ph: 03 520 7400 or email:  
stephen.rooney@marlborough.govt.nz  

Council opposes Three Waters Reform proposal
Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation  
or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Stand for Council - be a candidate in 2022

Pink Ribbon Luncheon
The team at Clubs of Marlborough invites 
you to enjoy a three-course meal and glass 
of bubbles as you hear from guest speakers, 
Simply the Breast Dragon Boat Team, and 
help raise funds for the Breast Cancer 
Foundation of NZ. Bookings essential.
Sat 30 July; 11.00 am - 2.00 pm
Clubs of Marlborough,  
42 Alfred Street, Blenheim

Talented teen takes QEII Award
Blenheim’s Caitlin Dufty, the recipient of this 
year’s Queen Elizabeth II Music Award, was 
recently presented with her accolade at a 
special ceremony in Council Chambers.
A year 12 student at St Margaret’s College in 
Christchurch, Caitlin studies a full academic 
programme including English, te reo Māori, 
Maths and Environmental Science alongside 
singing.
Last year Caitlin gained distinction in the 
Grade 8 Royal Trinity musical theatre exam 
and plans to sit her Grade 8 singing and ATCL 
(Associate Trinity College London) for musical 
theatre in November.  
 Caitlin’s singing teacher Zara Ballara 
describes her student as very hardworking 
and creative.
“She possesses a beautifully rich 
mezzosoprano voice which she uses with 
assuredness and emotional connection,” 
she said.  “Caitlin makes the most of every 
opportunity and willingly participates in as 
many performances as are on offer.”
In presenting the award, Mayor John Leggett 
congratulated Caitlin and acknowledged her 
achievements. “I wish you well for your future 
career,” he said. “It will be exciting for us all to 
watch the path you take.”
 Caitlin has recently been selected to 
attend the National Secondary Schools 
Shakespeare residential workshops in 
Dunedin and hopes to gain a place to travel 
to the Globe Theatre in London. Her long 
term goal is to attend the Western Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts. 

The QEII Music Award was established in 
1963 following a visit by Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II. Set up with contributions from 
local councils throughout the region, today 
the Kaikōura and Marlborough district 
councils administer the Award. The fund 
helps recipients continue musical training.
Both councils have the responsibility for 
administering the award, to assist with 
continuing music training for the brightest 
young talent.

Caitlin Dufty is the recipient of this year’s Queen 
Elizabeth II Music Award

Candidate nominations are now open and 
close at midday on Friday 12 August 2022. 
To stand for the Council, you must be:
• a New Zealand citizen
• aged 18 years or older
• enrolled on the electoral roll
Elected members can come from all 
backgrounds and walks of life. You don't 
need any special qualifications to stand for 
the Council. 
An effective elected member brings a broad 
range of skills to the role, such as:
• decision-making and strategic thinking
•  communication and community 

engagement
• relationship building and collaboration
How to get nominated:
•  complete a nomination form during the 

nomination period
•  get two people to nominate you. They must 

be aged 18 years or older and enrolled to 
vote in the area you wish to stand in

•  provide a deposit of $200. This may be 
refunded, depending on how many votes 
you receive

As a candidate, you need to:
•   find out what is important to your  

local community
•  familiarise yourself with Marlborough’s 

local government structure and the roles of 
elected members

The main reason people don't vote is lack of 
knowledge about the candidates and their 
views. A successful campaign is one where 
local residents know the key issues you 
stand for within the community.
Useful tips for connecting with people and 
getting more votes:
•  get out into the community by door 

knocking, addressing public meetings and 
talking to members of the public

•  look for interview opportunities on radio, 
local newspapers, websites and magazines

•  advertise your views in newspapers or on 
billboards 

• use social media channels
There are regulations around campaigning, 
including how much you can spend and how 
and when signage can be displayed. 
Further information is available in the  
2022 Candidate Handbook:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
elections/2022-council-election/candidate-
information-booklet
For more information, email the  
Council's Electoral Officer at:  
election@marlborough.govt.nz

Changes ahead for local event delivery 
After 23 years of operation, Marlborough  
4 Fun, which has organised and delivered  
a wide range of community events,  
is winding down.
Council’s Economic, Community and  
Support Services Manager, Dean Heiford, 
says while the contract between the 
Council and Marlborough 4 Fun was due  
to end next year, the resignation of the 
organisation’s general manager resulted in 
the Marlborough 4 Fun Trust reviewing  
its operations.
“Marlborough 4 Fun has done some 
wonderful work in our community over the 
last two decades. However, the pressures 
associated with Covid-19 have made gaining 
sponsorship and running events incredibly 
difficult,” Mr Heiford said.
Even though it is the end of an era for the 
organisation some of its key events will 
continue to be delivered through the Council, 
including the Christmas Parade and the  
New Year’s Eve festival, Ignite Marlborough.

“These are much-loved community events 
and essential elements in Marlborough’s 
Christmas and New Year celebrations.  
It’s important that these events continue,”  
Mr Heiford said.
“Sadly, we will not be able to put on Southern 
Jam this year. That is very disappointing 
news for everyone but it was too late in the 
planning cycle to be able to make it happen 
this year,” he said.

Council will continue to deliver some key 
community events including the annual  
New Year’s Eve festival, Ignite Marlborough

Local elections - are you enrolled to vote?
With the local elections coming up on 
Saturday 8 October now is a good time to 
check whether you’re enrolled to vote. 
To enrol or update your details you’ll need 
to fill in an enrolment form. Go online at: 
www.vote.nz or phone 0800 36 76 56 to 
ask for a form to be sent to you. 

To avoid a lengthy process later on, make 
sure you’re enrolled before the enrolment 
period closes on Friday 12 August.
Local elections are held by postal vote 
so you need to be enrolled at the right 
address to receive your voting papers in 
the mail.
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Murals brighten carpark
Three large colourful murals are brightening 
up Council’s Alfred Street carpark.
The artwork was painted by Marlborough 
Youth Council members, mentored by  
well-known street artist Sean Duffell.
Sean has worked on mural commissions in 
New Zealand, Brazil, Cambodia, Thailand, 
Australia, Nepal and Europe.
The full-time artist predominately paints large 
scale walls and is known for his distinctive 
style of abstract shapes and intricately 
detailed patterns featuring insects, birds  
and plants.
Community Partnerships Advisor, Jodie 
Griffiths, says Youth Council members 
wanted to provide a colourful experience  
for people using the carpark.
“They were keen to do something vibrant, 
particularly after Covid and its disruptions,” 
she said.
The murals feature native birds, a beaver and 
the Matariki, which was appropriate as the 
paintings were done at Matariki weekend.
The design was a combined effort between 
Sean and Youth Council members Zoe 
Adams, Isabella Baldwin, Georgia Winkler, 
Grace Straker and Emma Withers.
“Sean met with the Youth Councillors 
involved and together they talked about how 
they would be done, then they spent time 
practising and working on the colours and 
layering,” Ms Griffiths said.
The new artworks compliment the CBD 
murals that have brought many of Blenheim’s 
previously bare concrete walls to life.

Those murals, by well-known New Zealand 
street artists, are a joint initiative between the 
Blenheim Business Association and Council 
and are designed to stimulate and inspire 
visitors to the CBD.   
They include the Green Gecko wall by 
Hakuna Matata café, the Karearea falcon 
on the western wall of the UFS pharmacy, 
the Ōpaoa mural at the Wynen Street 
pocket park, the Beaver at Twelfth Lane and 
Marlborough Seabirds and Pekapeka-tou-roa 
on Kinross Street.

Proud street artists with their bright,  
newly painted murals

Exhibition Floor Talk -  
Jean Loomis
Hear first-hand from artist Jean Loomis  
on the opening day of her new exhibition. 
Jean will talk through the process she 
undertook over five years to create 
her substantial exhibition of works of 
Marlborough’s Awatere, Wairau and 
Waiautoa rivers. 
Sat 30 July; 2.00 pm - 3.00 pm
Millennium Public Art Gallery,  
Cnr Seymour & Alfred Streets, Blenheim

The Omaka Henry Ford  
Birthday Celebrations
Celebrate Henry Ford’s birthday at the 
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre with 
a fantastic outdoor display from the 
Ford Clubs of Marlborough and Nelson. 
Everyone’s invited, there’ll be something  
for the whole family. Come and join in the 
fun for just a gold coin donation!
Sun 31 July; 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre,  
79 Aerodrome Road, Blenheim

The following meetings are open to  
the public and anyone is welcome to  
attend. Copies of the agendas will be 
available online and at Council’s office,  
15 Seymour Street.
Council
Thursday 11 August 2022 at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change, 
please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer  
Service Centre is closed on  
Wednesdays from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Breach of Air Quality Standard for PM10 in Blenheim 
In accordance with Regulation 16 of the 
Resource Management Act (National 
Environmental Standards for Air Quality) 
Regulations 2004, referred to as the NES, 
Marlborough District Council gives notice that 
the NES for PM10 has been breached in the 
Blenheim airshed in 2022.
Date of Exceedance  
06/07/2022
Location of Exceedance   
Redwoodtown
PM10 (µg m-3) 
51.4

The Marlborough District Council monitors 
PM10 concentrations relative to the NES at an 
air monitoring site in Redwoodtown.
The NES for PM10 allows the threshold of 50 
µg m-3 to be exceeded on no more than 1 day 
per 12 month period. The last exceedance 
in Blenheim for 2021 occurred on 4 August 
2021. This exceedance means that the NES 
has been breached on one occasion in 
Blenheim in 2022.
For further information go to  
www.marlborough.govt.nz
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