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Council encourages submissions to Government  
on Three Waters 

New Chinese Consul General visits Marlborough

Marlborough District Council continues 
to strongly oppose the Government’s 
proposed Three Waters reform. Its proposals 
can be found on the Department of Internal 
Affairs (DIA) website at www.dia.govt.nz/
Three-Waters-Reform-Programme
The Water Services Entities Bill has had  
its first reading in Parliament and has been 
referred to the Government’s Finance 
and Expenditure Select Committee. 
Marlborough District Council will be 
making a submission and Mayor John 
Leggett encourages members of the 
public to make their own submission,  
by 22 July 2022.
Council’s opposition is based on two key 
concerns:
1.     Loss of local democratic influence and 

control.
Marlborough will be one of 21 local 
authorities transferring its Three Waters  
assets into the management and 
control of “Entity C.”  The Awatere and 
Seddon water, stormwater and sewer 
assets fall under “Entity D” because 
Entity D’s boundary is defined by  
Ngāi Tahu’s takiwā (territory).  
They may be managed by “Entity C” 
depending on the outcome  
of negotiations DIA is leading. 
Three Waters investments are 
absolutely vital to Marlborough’s 
future. These are critical services not 
only for the health of our community 
but also as key drivers of residential 
housing, industrial development and 
environmental protection.
Will an entity based in Wellington be 
able to respond to the Marlborough 
community’s needs?  Will funding  
come to Marlborough or will the size 
and scale of larger provinces hold 
sway?  Will such a large bureaucratic 
structure be able to respond to 
Marlborough’s needs quickly and 
effectively?  
Council does not think the new 
governance structure of the Three 
Waters entities will ensure the required 
future investment in this critical 
infrastructure. 

2.  Inadequate consideration of alternative 
options for improving Three Waters 
investment.  
Council accepts that there are significant 
challenges across the Three Waters  
sector in New Zealand.  A stronger,  
well-resourced regulator (Taumata Arowai) 
has been established and is setting out 
clear expectations about drinking water 
quality.  Council believes that this is 
a necessary step.  We do not accept 
that the creation of a “one size fits all” 
four-entity structure to manage Three 
Waters assets and deliver services will 
provide the improvements in efficiency 
or effectiveness which are sufficient to 
justify the loss of local knowledge and 
decision making.  Council considers this 
is inevitable as a consequence of the 
proposed model.  

There are other ways to lift investment in the 
Three Waters sector and catch up on the 
investment gap. 
Council is a member of the Communities  
4 Local Democracy (C4LD), a group of  
31 councils representing approximately  
1.5 million people in opposing the Three 
Waters proposals. With the assistance 
of Castalia (an international consultancy 
experienced in large scale infrastructure), 
C4LD has been developing alternative 
models to the Government’s four entity 
proposal. These are based on either: 
a) An improved council-owned model; or
b)  Creating regional, council-controlled 

organisations (CCOs)  
A government financial assistance 
programme is proposed to enable 
investment shortfalls to be met. 
Council’s submission will be based on the 
concerns expressed above and the finalised 
reform options proposed by the C4LD.
Any member of the public can make a 
submission to the select committee. You 
can find details on the Parliament website 
at www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/make-
a-submission/document/53SCFE_SCF_
BILL_124081/water-services-entities-bill
For more information on the Council’s 
position on Three Waters, go to  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
three-waters-reform-proposals
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Marlborough Book Festival 2022
The wait is over and this popular event 
is finally back. Sessions are selling out 
but there are still places available if you 
act fast. You do not want to miss the 
opportunity to see the amazing line up of 
acclaimed New Zealand authors across  
two stunning venues.
Thu 7 - Sun 10 July
ASB Theatre Marlborough &  
Spy Valley Wines Cellar Door

A Chinese delegation visited Marlborough 
recently, marking the 50th anniversary of 
China-New Zealand diplomatic ties. The visit 
was designed to give a general picture on the 
two countries cooperation and explore future 
opportunities.
New Consul General Madame He Ying, 
Consul Xu Li and Consul Cai Runyan met with 
industry leaders including Bob Richards from 
VinWizard, David Tyney from Viscosity and 
Aaron Pannell from Marlborough Oysters.  

The Chinese group also met with Council 
officials including Mayor John Leggett  
and later toured NMIT/Marlborough 
Research Centre. 
Council’s Manager of Strategic Planning 
and Economic Development, Neil Henry 
described the visit as successful saying 
Madame He Ying noted Marlborough had 
plenty to offer including primary products 
(wine, seafood, forestry, other food) plus 
technology (wine and aquaculture tech), 
specialised education and tourism.

New Consul General Madame He Ying with (from left) Gerald Hope (Marlborough Research Centre),  
Consul Cai Runyan, Mayor John Leggett and Neil Henry

Locals turn out to celebrate Linkwater Hall upgrade
Linkwater Memorial Hall has had a 
$630,000 facelift.
Mayor John Leggett and Deputy Mayor 
Nadine Taylor, helped by local children, cut 
the ribbon at the opening on Friday, 24 June.
In doing so Mayor Leggett praised locals for 
their efforts and said such projects required 
strong community input and involvement.
Coinciding with Matariki was appropriate, 
according to chair of the Linkwater Hall and 
Settlers’ Association Chris Faulls.
“Matariki, the Māori new year, has themes of 
reflection, a connection to the environment 
and of renewal,” he said at the opening. 
“The hall committee believes Matariki is 
a yearly opportunity for our community to 
come together to reflect on the past and to 
look forward.”
More than 100 people attended the opening 
with more turning up for the hangi held 
afterwards to celebrate Matariki.
The hall was originally a milling company 
smoko room in Opouri Valley, 25km west 
of Linkwater and was moved to today’s 

site 100 years ago. Working bees have 
been regularly held but despite constant 
community efforts, the hall needed 
considerable refurbishment. 
“The latest improvements will allow the 
building to function well into the future,”  
Mr Faulls said.
“I am hoping that this hall continues to be 
well used and is the vehicle for us to become 
a more connected and resilient community,” 
he said. 
Money for the renovation came from 
Council and Lotteries along with community 
funds, the Rātā Foundation and Fire and 
Emergency New Zealand. 

Wine Environment Award winner shares experience 
Now’s your chance to see why Lawson’s Dry Hills won the Wine Industry category in the 
2021 Cawthron Marlborough Environment Awards.
The company’s field day on Tuesday 19 July between 2.00 pm and 4.00 pm, will highlight 
how improvements in recyclable packaging, solar power, water conservation and carbon 
reduction are paying off for the business. 
Lawson’s Dry Hills is one of the few wine companies to achieve the rigorous ISO 
accreditation for both Sustainability and Carbon Neutrality. Reaching these international 
standards takes time, money and dedication. Lawson’s Dry Hills doesn’t have deep pockets 
or wealthy overseas funders, but they show how to invest in sustainability measures and be 
profitable, improve efficiency and create a marketing edge.
Their experience can be applied to other businesses in the region, especially exporters.  
Find out more at the field day. Everyone is welcome but bookings are essential.  
Please email bev.doole@icloud.com by Tuesday 12 July to secure your spot.
The Environment Awards are supported by the Marlborough District Council -  
Wine Marlborough sponsors the Wine Industry Award. 

Biogone plastic pallet wrap can be recycled and is biodegradable once it gets to landfill

Belinda Jackson and Sion Barnsley will host the field day at Lawson’s Dry Hills

Emergency volunteers needed
Marlborough has its fair share  
of emergencies.
When they happen, volunteers respond 
and play a vital role. Right now, CDEM  
(Civil Defence and Emergency 
Management) needs people who are 
prepared to give their time and energy  
to help in an emergency event.
Emergency Management Officer  
Gary Spence says volunteers’ dedication 
and training means the Marlborough 
community is well equipped to respond  
to emergencies.

“We have superb volunteers working 
during an emergency and providing front 
line response when it’s needed,” he said.  
“But we need more people.”
Marlborough CDEM is responsible for the 
delivery of civil defence and emergency 
management response through the 
Marlborough region. It is based at the 
Emergency Operations Centre (EOC)  
at 4 Wither Road which becomes 
headquarters in an emergency.
If you are interested in joining, contact  
Gary Spence on 021 220 4612 or  
gary.spence@marlborough.govt.nz 

Does this look like you? If you are keen to be a volunteer then contact Gary Spence

Free tech talks at the libraries
Marlborough District Libraries are running 
free tech talks to help overcome common 
challenges you might have with your device 
or the internet.
Upcoming talks will provide you with the 
basics on your smartphone, computer, apps, 
internet and online shopping.
The talks run for an hour with time  
for questions.
These courses have limited places so ensure 
you register to secure your place.
Contact the Marlborough District Library 
(Blenheim) on Ph: 03 520 7491 or the  
Picton Library; Ph: 03 520 7493 to register.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Marlborough Home &  
Garden Show
It’s back! Head along to this popular annual 
exhibition packed with all the ideas and 
information you need to transform your 
surroundings into the spaces you’ve  
always dreamed of.
Fri 8 - Sun 10 July: 10.00 am - 4.00 pm
Marlborough Lines Stadium 2000,  
Kinross Street, Blenheim

Matariki Glow Show
Little Green Man Productions is excited to 
bring the ever-popular Glow Show back 
to Blenheim with this all-new giant-scale 
puppet show celebrating Matariki for 
tamariki, educators and whānau.
Sat 9 July: 10.00 am - 11.00 am
ASB Theatre Marlborough,  
2 Hutcheson Street, BlenheimAnnual Plan adopted and rates set for 2022-23

Council has adopted its 2022-23 Annual Plan and confirmed a rates increase of  
5.39 per cent for the coming year.
Mayor John Leggett said Council had made good use of its Infrastructure Upgrade and 
Depreciation Reserves and had allocated $4.3M from its Covid-19 Rates Relief Reserve, which 
had kept the rates increase down. 
“Our budget for the coming year maintains current levels of service, with a $83.4M capital 
expenditure programme focused on delivering core infrastructure, our highest ever level.”
“As I said at the beginning of the public consultation process in April, this year’s rates increase 
is mainly driven by external factors - inflation, new Government requirements and higher 
labour and supply chain costs.”
He thanked the 78 submitters who took the time to participate this year.
“It’s always challenging to manage the community’s desire for increased levels of service and 
project funding whilst also keeping a lid on rates increases, a task that is much more difficult in 
the current financial environment,” Mayor Leggett said.
“Council is very conscious of the impacts of Covid-19 and general cost increases on people’s 
pockets. We have sought to keep this year’s rates increase to a minimum and tightened our 
belts, supporting a relatively small number of requests brought to us by the public.”
Most of the Council’s new initiatives proposed in its consultation document were supported by 
public submissions and are funded from Reserves, therefore not impacting on rates. In addition 
Council agreed to support some new requests subject to additional project funding being 
secured. A number of other requests were referred to committees for further consideration.
The new rate came into effect on 1 July.  

The following meetings are open to  
the public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available online 
and at Council’s office, 15 Seymour Street.
Assets & Services Committee
Thursday 14 July at 9.00 am
Environment Committee
Thursday 21 July at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change, 
please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer Service 
Centre is closed on Wednesdays from  
12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.


