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The Mayor and 
councillors have 
considered the 130 public 
submissions received on the 
Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 
Consultation Document. 
Eighty six people presented 
their submissions recently 
during three days of 
hearings. 
The Mayor said it was a 
focused day of decision 
making but the councillors 
were of the same mind in 
their approach to requests 
for funding.
“We’ve taken a frugal 
approach this year because 
the pressure on ratepayers 
and our financial reserves is 
greater than usual, for a 
number of reasons.”

inflation, 
increased infrastructure 
investment due to 
Marlborough’s growth, the 
Covid-19 recovery and its 
impacts on our revenue 
streams, plus a raft of new 
Government regulations 
impacting on Council,” 
he said.

year’s rates increase is just 
under 5.2%, which is higher 
than usual for Marlborough 
but well below what many 
other councils around the 
country are proposing. 
I’m really pleased we were 
able to reduce it from the 
5.73% proposed in the 
Consultation Document.” 
“It was pleasing to see 
the level of community 
feedback on our 
Consultation Document. 
Most submitters were 
broadly in favour of the 
direction this Council 
is taking.” 
“Thank you to everyone 
who made a submission 
or spoke to us in person. It 
was inspiring to hear from 
such a wide range of 
passionate Marlburians.”
Council’s infrastructure 
spend this year is at a 
record level and increases 
even further to over $70 
million in 2021/22 and $83 
million in 2022/23. The 
biggest spending areas 

 are in roading, 
sewerage and 
water supplies, 
reflecting a 
focus on 
core services,

 which is 
especially 
relevant to 

housing
challenges.

        Mayor Leggett said 
submitters had indicated 
their support for an 
upgrade to the Redwood 
Street/Town Branch 
stormwater system and the 
purchase of new 
weighbridges for waste 
management. 
“Submitters also supported 
more investment in 
supporting the technology, 
food and screen sectors, 
and an allocation of 
funding from our Reserves 
to the Marlborough Events 
Centre for deferred 
maintenance 
operating costs." 
"Submitters also supported 
more funding for 
environmental protection 
initiatives for freshwater 
and the processing of 
seabed mapping data of 
the Marlborough Sounds.” 
“There was also support for 
funding several significant 
sports and recreation 
facilities, including pavilions 
at A&P Park and Horton 
Park in Blenheim, and a 
variety of community facility 
expenditure across 
the region." 
Councillors supported a 
number of requests made 
by submitters including a 
further $181k for upgrades 
to the toilets, community 
centre and changing sheds 
at the Moutere Rugby Club 
in Spring Creek and an 
extra $30k per year for 
three years for the Warmer 
Healthier Homes project. 
Many submissions were 
referred to the Council’s 
standing committees, LTP 
Working Group or the 
Council’s grant funding 
processes. Councillors 
supported keeping the one 
hour free parking initiative 
in Blenheim and Picton, with a 
corresponding increase of 20% 
in the general parking hourly 
rate, from $1.50 to $1.80, the 
first increase since 2015. The 
recommendations will go to the 
full Council meeting for 
endorsement on 30 June. The 
new rates become effective on 
1 July 2021.              

 

 

Council makes recommendations 
on Long Term Plan 

     

Along the Taylor River Reserve dogs are
allowed off-leash from the Taylor Dam to the
Henry Street bridge on the Blenheim town
side, and to the Alfred Street bridge on the
true left bank (west side), and both sides of
Riverside Park north of the Sinclair Street rail
bridge
Dogs are allowed on-leash in the Blenheim
Central Business District
In Pollard Park, Churchill Glade and Waterlea
Gardens dogs are allowed on-leash but are
prohibited from the Blenheim golf course and
the Baden Powell corner grassed area, BBQ
picnic areas and the children’s playground
At Victoria Domain Reserves in Picton dogs
need to be on-leash on roadways and the
formed walking and shared walking and biking
tracks, but are prohibited from the mountain
bike tracks and are allowed off-leash on the
lower Picton to Waikawa Track
Dogs are allowed on-leash at the Wairau
Valley Golf Course and Recreation Reserve
Dogs are allowed off-leash on the Esson’s
Valley and Tirohanga tracks, Picton
Dogs are allowed on-leash in Nelson Square
and off-leash at Waitohi Domain, Picton

The libraries are looking to the future and 
eyeing up a suite of new technology options for 
locals and visitors.
If you’ve heard of 3D printing but haven’t had a 
chance to see how it works, head down to the 
Marlborough District Library in Blenheim, or the 
Picton Library and Service Centre and check it 
out.
The new printers were installed recently and 
District Libraries Manager Glenn Webster said 
they’re already proving popular.

 lament typically made from 
sugars in corn starch, cassava or sugarcane to 
create any 3D shape – it’s incredible to watch,” 
Glenn said.
Later this month ‘tech kits’, ranging from robotic 
kits to tabletop drum sets, will be able to be 
borrowed for up to two weeks, free of charge, 
by people over the age of 16.
In September library members will also be 
able to attend free programmes using Quest 2 
virtual reality headsets that will be loaded with a 
selection of games and experience apps. 
Glenn said it was really exciting and added a 
whole new dimension to library learning 
programmes.

Libraries offering latest technology

New dog bylaw on the way
Council’s Environment Committee has 
recommended a new Dog Control Policy 
and Dog Control Bylaw 2021 be adopted in 
Marlborough.
The bylaw becomes effective from 
1 August 2021, once adopted by the full 
Council on 24 June.   

 

The key changes in the new policy and bylaw 
are:

Charlotte Turnbull and her brother Matthew 
watch the new 3D printer in action 

"We are expanding our services to provide 
opportunities to experience and experiment 
with new technologies." 
"There’s something for everyone at our libraries, 
so come in and have a look,” he said.

Environment Committee Chair Mayor John Leggett 
said a hearing panel, made up of Councillors Jamie 
Arbuckle (chair), Nadine Taylor, Barbara Faulls and 
Thelma Sowman had done a thorough job and had 
listened to the public’s concerns.
“The original proposal to require dogs to be 
on-leash from near Raupo café to the Burleigh 
Bridge received strong opposition and the most 
submissions,” he said.
Hearing Panel Chair Jamie Arbuckle said 
Marlburians were passionate about their dogs. He 
noted public submissions were evenly split on 
reintroducing dogs to Blenheim’s CBD.
“On balance we think that it’s time to bring dogs 
back on-leash into the town centre. In future there 
will be more people living in and around central 
Blenheim and it is closely connected to the Taylor 
River Reserve, Quays and Riverside Park, where 
people walk their dogs already. The Blenheim 
Business Association was in support as it will help 
generate retail activity in town.” 
“We need to do some education for business 
owners in particular - the new bylaw only applies to 
footpaths and public areas, so it is up to each 
business owner whether they wish to allow dogs on 
their premises or not.," he said.   
More information and online Smart Maps showing 
dog walking areas will become available over the 
next month.
For further information go to: https://bit.ly/3gAtzpi

At Ward Beach dogs are allowed on-leash in
the car park and on the beach, north of the
boat launching area to Chancet Rocks and
south of the boat launching area to Needles
Point. Dogs are allowed off-leash at the Ward
Beach boat launching area but are prohibited
at Ward Beach north beyond Chancet Rocks
to Marfells Beach and south beyond Needles
Point to the district boundary with Kaikoura
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