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Council
meet

The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at Council’s Office, 15 Seymour 
Street.

Council
• Thursday 24 June at 9.00 am
Extraordinary Council
• Wednesday 30 June at 1.00 pm
Times and dates may be subject to change. 
Please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz
Council makes recommendations on Long Term Plan

71st National Open and Masters 
Indoor Bowls Championships
Don’t miss out on the final few days to see 
the top indoor bowlers from around NZ 
compete as Blenheim hosts this national 
championship for the first time since 2006.
Now until Sat 19 June; 8.30 am - 5.00 pm 
Marlborough Lines Stadium 2000

Havelock Lions  
Shortest Day Market
Havelock Lions invite you to join them at 
their popular mid-winter market held in the 
cosy iconic Havelock Town Hall. There will 
be a great variety of stalls including books, 
preserves, garden produce, arts and craft 
and much more.
Sat 19 June; 9.00 am - 1.00 pm

The Mayor and councillors have considered 
the 130 public submissions received on the 
Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Consultation 
Document. 
Eighty six people presented their submissions 
recently during three days of hearings. 
The Mayor said it was a focused day of 
decision making but the councillors were of 
the same mind in their approach to requests 
for funding.
“We’ve taken a frugal approach this year 
because the pressure on ratepayers and our 

financial reserves is greater than usual, for a number of reasons.”
“They include inflation, increased infrastructure investment due to Marlborough’s 
growth, the Covid-19 recovery and its impacts on our revenue streams, plus a raft of new 
Government regulations impacting on Council,” he said.
“This coming financial year’s rates increase is just under 5.2%, which is higher than usual for 
Marlborough but well below what many other councils around the country are proposing." 
"I’m really pleased we were able to reduce it from the 5.73% proposed in the Consultation 
Document.” 
“It was pleasing to see the level of community feedback on our Consultation Document. 
Most submitters were broadly in favour of the direction this Council is taking.” 
“Thank you to everyone who made a submission or spoke to us in person. It was inspiring to 
hear from such a wide range of passionate Marlburians.”
Council’s infrastructure spend this year is at a record level and increases even further to over 
$70 million in 2021/22 and $83 million in 2022/23.
"The biggest spending areas are in roading, sewerage and water supplies, reflecting a focus 
on core services, which is especially relevant to housing challenges.”
Mayor Leggett said submitters had indicated their support for an upgrade to the Redwood 
Street/Town Branch stormwater system and the purchase of new weighbridges for  
waste management. 
“Submitters also supported more investment in supporting the technology, food and screen 
sectors, and an allocation of funding from our Reserves to the Marlborough Events Centre 
for deferred maintenance and fixed operating costs." 
"Submitters also supported more funding for environmental protection initiatives for 
freshwater and the processing of seabed mapping data of the Marlborough Sounds.” 
“There was also support for funding several significant sports and recreation facilities, 
including pavilions at A&P Park and Horton Park in Blenheim, and a variety of community 
facility expenditure across the region," the Mayor said. 
Councillors supported a number of requests made by submitters including a further $181k for 
upgrades to the toilets, community centre and changing sheds at the Moutere Rugby Club in 
Spring Creek and an extra $30k per year for three years for the Warmer Healthier  
Homes project. 
Many submissions were referred to the Council’s standing committees, LTP Working Group 
or the Council’s grant funding processes. 
Councillors supported keeping the one hour free parking initiative in Blenheim and Picton, 
with a corresponding increase of 20% in the general parking hourly rate, from $1.50 to $1.80, 
the first increase since 2015.    
The recommendations will go to the full Council meeting for endorsement on 30 June. The 
new rates become effective on 1 July 2021.

New dog bylaw on the way
Council’s Environment Committee has 
recommended a new Dog Control Policy 
and Dog Control Bylaw 2021 be adopted in 
Marlborough. 
The bylaw becomes effective from 1 August 
2021, once adopted by the full Council on 
24 June.
The key changes in the new policy and 
bylaw are:
•  Along the Taylor River Reserve dogs are 

allowed off-leash from the Taylor Dam to 
the Henry Street bridge on the Blenheim 
town side, and to the Alfred Street bridge 
on the true left bank (west side), and both 
sides of Riverside Park north of the Sinclair 
Street rail bridge 

•   Dogs are allowed on-leash in the Blenheim 
Central Business District

•   In Pollard Park, Churchill Glade and 
Waterlea Gardens dogs are allowed  
on-leash but are prohibited from the 
Blenheim golf course and the Baden 
Powell corner grassed area, BBQ picnic 
areas and the children’s playground

•  At Victoria Domain Reserves in Picton dogs 
need to be on-leash on roadways and the 
formed walking and shared walking and 
biking tracks, but are prohibited from the 
mountain bike tracks and are allowed off-
leash on the lower Picton to Waikawa Track 

•  Dogs are allowed on-leash at the Wairau 
Valley Golf Course and Recreation Reserve

•  Dogs are allowed off-leash on the Esson’s 
Valley and Tirohanga tracks, Picton

•  Dogs are allowed on-leash in Nelson 
Square and off-leash at Waitohi Domain, 
Picton  

•  At Ward Beach dogs are allowed on-leash 
in the car park and on the beach, north of 
the boat launching area to Chancet Rocks 
and south of the boat launching area to 
Needles Point. Dogs are allowed off-leash 
at the Ward Beach boat launching area but 
are prohibited at Ward Beach north beyond 
Chancet Rocks to Marfells Beach and 
south beyond Needles Point to the district 
boundary with Kaikōura

Environment Committee Chair Mayor John 
Leggett said a hearing panel, made up of 

Councillors Jamie Arbuckle (chair), Nadine 
Taylor, Barbara Faulls and Thelma Sowman 
had done a thorough job and had listened to 
the public’s concerns.
“The original proposal to require dogs to 
be on-leash from near Raupo Café to the 
Burleigh Bridge received strong opposition 
and the most submissions,” he said.
Hearing Panel Chair Jamie Arbuckle said 
Marlburians were passionate about their 
dogs. He noted public submissions were 
evenly split on reintroducing dogs to 
Blenheim’s CBD.
“On balance we think that it’s time to bring 
dogs back on-leash into the town centre. 
In future there will be more people living in 
and around central Blenheim and it is closely 
connected to the Taylor River Reserve, 
Quays and Riverside Park, where people 
walk their dogs already. The Blenheim 
Business Association was in support as it 
will help generate retail activity in town.” 
“We need to do some education for 
business owners in particular - the new 
bylaw only applies to footpaths and public 
areas, so it is up to each business owner 
whether they wish to allow dogs on their 
premises or not,” he said.  
More information and online Smart Maps 
showing dog walking areas will become 
available over the next month.
For further information go to:  
https://bit.ly/2Sw0DGW 

Partnership underpins new Victoria Domain Reserves Plan
Strong partnerships with Te Ātiawa, the community and user groups now and into the future 
are the pillars of the new reserve management plan for Picton’s Victoria Domain Reserves.
“This is a great outcome and has been a great process. The submitters were well informed 
and passionate,” said Hearings Panel Chair Councillor Cynthia Brooks at the Assets & 
Services Committee meeting this week. 
“It has also been a great partnership between Te Ātiawa and the Council in preparing the 
management plan as well as establishing an ongoing partnership to achieve the objectives 
of the plan,” she said.
The review of the 1995 management plan for the popular recreation area between Picton 
Harbour and Waikawa Bay began in late 2017.  The Council contracted Te Ātiawa o Te  
Waka-a-Māui Trust to partner in preparing the new plan given its importance for the local iwi. 
Te Ātiawa provided an initial draft of the plan and this was further developed by Council staff.
A draft went out for public submission in September last year with 39 submissions received, 
11 of which were presented to a hearing panel comprised of Councillor Brooks and 
Councillors Nadine Taylor and Michael Fitzpatrick. 
“This process resulted in a number of changes to the proposed draft plan. The new reserves 
management plan allows for a small expansion in walking and biking opportunities,” said 
Councillor Taylor. “And it also allows for some places to be left quiet, which we heard was 
important to the community,” she said.
The plan’s overall vision treasures the reserves as a place for recreation but more 
importantly that natural, cultural and historical values are respected and responsibly 
protected and enhanced. It takes a long term view of community aspirations and has specific 
actions to help achieve objectives, something that the previous plan did not have. 
The new plan is subject to final approval by the full Council on 24 June.
To view it go to: https://bit.ly/2ThcnwX

Sponsorship of Blenheim bus service
Expressions of interest are invited for sponsorship of the Blenheim bus service.
The sponsor shall be entitled to receive exclusive advertising on the Blenheim bus, other 
than any reference to the Council or Ritchies (the transport operator), and be included in any 
material or media promoting the service. Other benefits are open for negotiation.
The Council will also consider joint proposals. The period of sponsorship is for three years 
with a first option to negotiate a longer term partnership beyond that.
The expression of interest should include the value of the sponsorship offer. Further 
information can be obtained from Sustainable Transport Manager Braden Prideaux on  
Ph: 03 520 7400 during normal business hours.
Expressions of interest close at 5.00 pm on 12 July 2021 and should be emailed to: 
braden.prideaux@marlborough.govt.nz

Libraries expand offering to include latest technology
The libraries are looking to the future and 
eyeing up a suite of new technology options 
for locals and visitors.
If you’ve heard of 3D printing but haven’t 
had a chance to see how it works, head 
down to the Marlborough District Library in 
Blenheim, or the Picton Library and Service 
Centre and check it out.
The new printers were installed recently and 
District Libraries Manager Glenn Webster 
said they’re already proving popular.
“The printers use filament typically made 
from sugars in corn starch, cassava or 
sugarcane to create any 3D shape - it’s 
incredible to watch,” Glenn said.
Later this month ‘tech kits’, ranging from 
robotic kits to tabletop drum sets, will be 
able to be borrowed for up to two weeks, 
free of charge, by people over the age of 16.
In September library members will also be 
able to attend free programmes using  
Quest 2 virtual reality headsets that will 
be loaded with a selection of games and 
experience apps.

Glenn said it was really exciting and added 
a whole new dimension to library learning 
programmes. 
“We are expanding our services to provide 
opportunities to experience and experiment 
with new technologies. There’s something 
for everyone at our libraries, so come in and 
have a look.”

Charlotte Turnbull and her brother Matthew 
watch the new 3D printer in action

Marlborough Boys’ College  
Variety Concert
Come and support the Marlborough Boys’ 
College at the ASB Theatre as they showcase 
their musical talents.
Tue 22 June; 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm 
ASB Theatre Marlborough

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. 
For further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Temporary partial road closure - School Formal
On Saturday 19 June from 5.30 pm to  
8.00 pm the following portions of roads 
will be partially closed (in one direction) to 
ordinary vehicle traffic for the School Formal 
at: 
•  Grove Rd (not SH1): Alfred St intersection to 

Auckland St
•  Auckland St: Grove Rd to Hutcheson St 

intersections
•  Hutcheson St: Auckland St intersection to 

the Clubs of Marlborough
•  Clubs of Marlborough inner drop off zone: 

Hutcheson St to Russell Tce
During the period of closure, ordinary 

vehicular traffic may use the road being 
closed between events under the 
supervision and authority of an Officer of the 
New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit holder 
to use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the period of closure. 
This notice is given under Section 342 of the 
Local Government Act 1974. Any enquiries to 
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 
923 536.

JOHN LEGGETT 
MAYOR

Breach of air quality standard for PM10 
In accordance with Regulation 16 of the Resource Management Act (National Environmental 
Standards relating to Certain Air Pollutants, Dioxins and Other Toxics) Regulations 2004, 
referred to as the NES, the Council gives notice that the NES for PM10 has been breached in 
the Blenheim Airshed in 2021 on the following dates:
Date of exceedance Location   PM10 (µg m-3)
3 June 2021  Redwoodtown 62.9
4 June 2021  Redwoodtown 77.5
5 June 2021  Redwoodtown 55.9
7 June 2021  Redwoodtown 51.0
11 June 2021  Redwoodtown 57.0
The Council monitors PM10 concentrations relative to the NES at a monitoring site in 
Redwoodtown.
The NES for PM10 allows the threshold of 50 µg m-3 to be exceeded on no more than one day 
per 12 month period. The last exceedance in Blenheim occurred on 2 July 2020. 
These exceedances mean the NES has been breached on five occasions in Blenheim  
in 2021.
More information can be found at:W www.marlborough.govt.nz

Murals make a mark on town centre
If you’ve walked around central Blenheim lately you will have noticed some of the once blank 
concrete walls have been brought to life.
Painting of the second and third installations in a series of murals is now underway,  
complementing the recently completed Kārearea falcon mural on the western wall of the  
UFS Pharmacy.
Well-known Auckland-based artist Ross Liew has transformed the Wynen Street pocket park 
with his distinctive style. His concept is based on the Ōpaoa River and his design overlays the 
letters that make up the word Ōpaoa, to represent the ever shifting waters of the river. His use 
of symbolic, engaging and vibrant colour completes the mural.
Christchurch-based graphic artist Dcypher has left his mark on the Hakuna Matata café wall. His 
concept is based on native fauna and features the Marlborough Green Gecko  
(Naultinus manukanus). 
The lizard is found predominantly in regenerating manuka shrublands and coastal scrub in the 
Marlborough Sounds. Dcypher has used his amazing talent in ultra-realism to bring the mural 
to life.
There’s more to come in the mural series. Other New Zealand street artists will team up with the 
Blenheim Business Association (BBA) to create murals that capture Marlborough’s character.  
In keeping with the theme of Marlborough’s special wildlife, the fifth wall in the Kinross Street 
car park will showcase the NZ long-tailed bat (Pekapeka-tou-roa) by Auckland-based artist Erin 
Forsyth. 
A sixth wall is under consideration and will be confirmed towards the end of June.
The project is a joint initiative between the BBA and The Economic Action Marlborough (TEAM) 
Group and is part of its vision to stimulate retail and hospitality activity in our town centres, in 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Wynen Street pocket park has undergone a colourful transformation thanks to Auckland-based 
artist Ross Liew
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Pick up your copy from Marlborough District Council 
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