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Sounds News He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

For up to date sailing, news and weather from Marlborough Sounds Marinas visit:  www.msmarinas.co.nz

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need  
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Council makes recommendations on 
Long Term Plan

The Mayor and councillors have  
considered the 130 public submissions 
received on the Long Term Plan  
2021 - 2031 Consultation Document. 
Eighty six people presented their submissions 
recently during three days of hearings. 
The Mayor said it was a focused day of 
decision making but the councillors were of the 
same mind in their approach to requests for 
funding.

“We’ve taken a frugal approach this year because the pressure on ratepayers and our 
financial reserves is greater than usual, for a number of reasons.”
“They include inflation, increased infrastructure investment due to Marlborough’s 
growth, the Covid-19 recovery and its impacts on our revenue streams, plus a raft of 
new Government regulations impacting on Council,” he said.
“This coming financial year’s rates increase is just under 5.2%, which is higher than 
usual for Marlborough but well below what many other councils around the country are 
proposing. I’m really pleased we were able to reduce it from the 5.73% proposed in the 
Consultation Document.” 
“It was pleasing to see the level of community feedback on our Consultation Document. 
Most submitters were broadly in favour of the direction this Council is taking. Thank you 
to everyone who made a submission or spoke to us in person. It was inspiring to hear 
from such a wide range of passionate Marlburians.”
Councillors supported a number of requests made by submitters including a further 
$181k for upgrades to the toilets, community centre and changing sheds at the Moutere 
Rugby Club in Spring Creek and an extra $30k per year for three years for the Warmer 
Healthier Homes project. 
Many submissions were referred to the Council’s standing committees, LTP Working 
Group or the Council’s grant funding processes. Councillors supported keeping the one 
hour free parking initiative in Blenheim and Picton, with a corresponding increase of 
20% in the general parking hourly rate, from $1.50 to $1.80, the first increase since 2015.    
The recommendations will go to the full Council meeting for endorsement on 30 June. 
The new rates become effective on 1 July 2021.

Partnership underpins new Victoria 
Domain Reserves Management Plan
Strong partnerships with Te Ātiawa, the community and user groups now 
and into the future are the pillars of the new reserve management plan 
for Picton’s Victoria Domain Reserves.
“This is a great outcome and has been a great process. The submitters were well 
informed and passionate,” said Hearings Panel Chair Councillor Cynthia Brooks at the 
Assets & Services Committee meeting recently. 
“It has also been a great partnership between Te Ātiawa and the Council in preparing 
the management plan as well as establishing an ongoing partnership to achieve the 
objectives of the plan,” she said.
The review of the 1995 management plan for the popular recreation area between 
Picton Harbour and Waikawa Bay began in late 2017.  The Council contracted Te Ātiawa 
o Te Waka-a-Māui Trust to partner in preparing the new plan given its importance for the 
local iwi. Te Ātiawa provided an initial draft of the plan and this was further developed 
by Council staff.
A draft went out for public submission in September last year with 39 submissions 
received, 11 of which were presented to a hearing panel comprised of Councillor Brooks 
and Councillors Nadine Taylor and Michael Fitzpatrick. 
“This process resulted in a number of changes to the proposed draft plan. The 
new reserves management plan allows for a small expansion in walking and biking 
opportunities,” said Councillor Taylor. “And it also allows for some places to be left quiet, 
which we heard was important to the 
community,” she said.
The plan’s overall vision treasures the 
reserves as a place for recreation but 
more importantly that natural, cultural 
and historical values are respected and 
responsibly protected and enhanced. 
It takes a long term view of community 
aspirations and has specific actions to 
help achieve objectives, something that 
the previous plan did not have. 
The new plan is subject to final approval 
by the full Council on 24 June.
To view it go to: https://bit.ly/2ThcnwX

Head to MarlboroughNZ.com for 
more information 

Marlborough i-SITEs 
are OPEN!

Pop in and visit the team to book 
domestic travel, tours and 

activities across the Marlborough 
region and the rest of NZ.  

 
Open Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

Saturday - Sunday 10am - 2pm 

https://bit.ly/2ThcnwX

