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Water from the Council’s 
reticulation network to the 
Awatere and Dashwood rural 
areas should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the 
NZ Drinking Water Standards 
and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to 
human health.  

for drinking, 
food preparation or cleaning 
teeth should be boiled before 
use.
Treated water is available at 
the public taps on Marama 
Road, outside Seddon School. 
For further information contact 
Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Ongoing work to repair the 
legacy of earthquake damage 
to Blenheim’s earthenware 
wastewater pipes is entering its 
next phase.
The third stage of work will 
start in Budge, Shirtliff and 
Gascoigne Streets this Monday 
28 June and will continue until 
31 March next year. 
In that time, approximately 
seven kilometres of 150mm 
earthenware sewer pipe will 
be relined and more than 
360 lateral connections to 
households will be either 
relined or replaced to the 
boundary.
At least seven kilometres of 
sewer pipework and 350 lateral 
connections to properties have 
already been relined or replaced 
in Blenheim. 
The entire upgrade was 
expected to take 10 years across 
Blenheim and Picton and will 
involve up to 20km of pipes, 
equivalent to the distance from 
Blenheim to Tuamarina and back 
again.  
However, with funding received 
from Central Government as 
part of the national Three 
Waters restructuring, the Council 
has been able to accelerate the 
project with all works 
in Blenheim targeted to be 
completed by March 2022. 
Council 3 Waters Projects 

Engineer Graeme Jackson 
said: “Reline NZ are a division 
of Hydrotech and were the 
contractors of choice for this 
project. They are currently 
working in the area checking 
the pipes using CCTV and robot 
technology preparing the sewer 
lines for renewal.”
“Most of the old earthenware 
pipes in Blenheim date back 
to the 1960s and 1970s and 
are in need of renewal due to 
severe cracking from ground 
movements,” he said.
Relining involves 
pliable PVC pipe within the old 
earthenware pipe using steam. 
“The technology is effectively 
putting a new pipe within the 
old pipe. The new pipe is much 
smoother and stronger than the 
old pipe and in turn extends the 
service life of the sewer pipes,” 
said Graeme. 
“This technique is a much faster, 
less invasive and efficient 
renewal method, which greatly 
minimises disruption to the 
public.”
A website has been set up 
by Reline NZ which includes 
detailed maps of the areas 
involved. The website is 
updated weekly. 
For further information or to 
see if your street is affected go 
to: https://projects.relinenz.com/
marlborough-p3/overview

Expressions of interest are 
invited for sponsorship of the 
Blenheim bus service.
The sponsor shall be entitled 
to receive exclusive advertising 
on the Blenheim bus, other 
than any reference to the 
Council or Ritchies (the 
transport operator), and be 
included in any material or 
media promoting the service. 

negotiation.
The Council will also consider 
joint proposals. The period of 
sponsorship is for three years 

a longer term partnership 
beyond that.
The expression of interest 
should include the value of 
the sponsorship offer. Further 
information can be obtained 
from Sustainable Transport 
Manager Braden Prideaux 
on Ph: 03 520 7400 during 
normal business hours.
Expressions of interest close at 
5.00 pm on 12 July 2021 and 
should be emailed to  
braden.prideaux@
marlborough.govt.nz

Blenheim sewer pipe renewals 

Sponsorship of Blenheim 
bus service

Awatere and Dashwood rural 
boil water notice

Did you know there are changes to 
domestic and outdoor burning rules in 
Marlborough to help improve our air 
quality?
The Council’s ‘Burning Guides’ have had 
a refresh and an update to increase 
awareness of these new management 
measures which are contained in the 
Proposed Marlborough Environment 
Plan (PMEP). 
Four new guides have been produced. 
Two are on domestic wood burning - a 
summary of the rules and a guide on 
the best way to operate your burner. The 
other two cover outdoor burning - a fact 
sheet and a best practice guide.
Environmental Scientist Sarah Brand said 
the Council needed to alert the public to 
new rules around burning contained in 
the PMEP.
“The PMEP has introduced some new 
regulations surrounding domestic and 
outdoor burning in an effort to improve 
air quality in Marlborough and meet the 
National Environmental Standard for Air 
Quality (NESAQ),” said Sarah.
The rules are complex but a summary of 
the standards relating to indoor burners 
include:  

• Discharge from an enclosed pellet
burner of any age, and installed at any
time is permitted

• Discharge from an enclosed wood
burner installed after 1 September
2005 is permitted

•

exclusively for the cooking or smoking
of food for wholesale or retail sale)

• Discharge from any small scale solid
fuel burner not described above is
permitted until the burner reaches 15
years of age

• Discharge from any small scale solid
fuel burner installed after 9 June 2016
is permitted.

Outdoor burning within the Blenheim 
Airshed is now a prohibited activity 
unless the fire is used exclusively for 
cooking or smoking of food for 
non-commercial purposes (all year 
round). 
A brazier is permitted but cannot be 
used during May, June, July or August, 
and cannot involve the burning of any 
prohibited fuels or materials. This 
applies to all of the Blenheim Airshed. 
The main air contaminant of concern is 
particulate matter (PM). The National 
Environmental Standards (NES) currently 
focus on PM   but the Ministry for the 
Environment is proposing a change to 
reduce this further to PM    by later this 
year or early 2022. 
“The air quality in Marlborough does not 
meet the NESAQ during the winter 
months and historically Blenheim has 
been non-compliant with the NES for 
PM  ,” said Sarah.
In 2020, there were three exceedances 
of the allowed levels. So far this winter 
Blenheim has exceeded this level seven 
times.
Blenheim’s most recent Air Emission 
Inventory was completed in 2017. This 
showed 90% of emissions contributing 
to PM   originated from home heating, 

New guides to improve air quality awareness

8% was from outdoor burning, with industry 
and transport both contributing 1% each.
To view the Council’s new Burning Guides go to: 
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/
compliance-service/compliance-service-fact-
sheets
For more information on the Proposed 
Marlborough Environment Plan (PMEP) go to:
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
resource-management-policy-and-plans/
proposed-marlborough-environment-plan
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