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Council
meet

The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at the Council’s Office,  
15 Seymour Street.

Council 
• Thursday 24 June at 9.00 am
Extraordinary Council 
• Wednesday 30 June at 1.00 pm
Assets & Services Committee 
• Thursday 8 July at 9.00 am
Environment Committee 
• Thursday 15 July at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change.
Please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

The Wairau Affray
A play about the ill-fated attempt by  
Nelson-based colonists to confront Te 
Rauparaha and his men at Tuamarina in 1843, 
in a dispute over ownership of the Wairau.
Thu 24 to Sat 26 June; 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm 
ASB Theatre Marlborough

More FM Mid-Winter Swim
Join More FM Marlborough at their annual 
mid-winter swim and be in with the chance 
to win a prize, including a heat pump from 
Cuddons Engineering.
Sun 27 June; 1.00 pm  
Picton Foreshore

Blenheim sewer pipe renewals update

Matariki ki Omaka
Secure your tickets today for this wonderful 
fundraiser. Omaka Marae invite you to enjoy 
an evening of Māori culture, sensational kai, 
art auctions and unforgettable entertainment 
including MC Anika Moa.
Sat 26 June; 6.00 pm - 11.30 pm 
Omaka Marae

Ongoing work to repair the legacy of 
earthquake damage to Blenheim’s 
earthenware wastewater pipes is entering 
its next phase.
The third stage of work will start in Budge, 
Shirtliff and Gascoigne Streets this Monday 
28 June and will continue until 31 March next 
year. 
In that time, approximately seven kilometres 
of 150mm earthenware sewer pipe will 
be relined and more than 360 lateral 
connections to households will be either 
relined or replaced to the boundary.
At least seven kilometres of sewer pipework 
and 350 lateral connections to properties 
have already been relined or replaced  
in Blenheim. 
The entire upgrade was expected to take 10 
years across Blenheim and Picton and will 
involve up to 20km of pipes, equivalent to 
the distance from Blenheim to Tuamarina 
and back again.  
However, with funding received from Central 
Government as part of the national Three 
Waters restructuring, the Council has been 
able to accelerate the project with all works 
in Blenheim targeted to be completed by 
March 2022.

Council 3 Waters Projects Engineer Graeme 
Jackson said: “Reline NZ are a division of 
Hydrotech and were the contractors of 
choice for this project. They are currently 
working in the area checking the pipes using 
CCTV and robot technology preparing the 
sewer lines for renewal.”
“Most of the old earthenware pipes in 
Blenheim date back to the 1960s and 1970s 
and are in need of renewal due to severe 
cracking from ground movements,” he said. 
Relining involves inflating a new pliable PVC 
pipe within the old earthenware pipe using 
steam. 
“The technology is effectively putting a 
new pipe within the old pipe. The new pipe 
is much smoother and stronger than the 
old pipe and in turn extends the service 
life of the sewer pipes,” said Graeme. “This 
technique is a much faster, less invasive 
and efficient renewal method, which greatly 
minimises disruption to the public.”
A website has been set up by Reline NZ 
which includes detailed maps of the areas 
involved. The website is updated weekly.
For further information or to see if your 
street is affected go to: https://projects.
relinenz.com/marlborough-p3

Did you know there are changes to domestic 
and outdoor burning rules in Marlborough to 
help improve our air quality?
The Council’s ‘Burning Guides’ have 
had a refresh and an update to increase 
awareness of these new management 
measures which are contained in the 
Proposed Marlborough Environment  
Plan (PMEP). 
In 2005, regional councils were required 
to outline urban areas which either were, 
or were likely to exceed, the national 
environmental standards (NES) for PM10. 
These areas were termed airsheds. In 
Marlborough, Blenheim is currently the only 
designated airshed.
Four new guides have been produced. Two 
are on domestic wood burning - a summary 
of the rules and a guide on the best way to 
operate your burner. The other two cover 
outdoor burning - a fact sheet and a best 
practice guide.
Environmental Scientist Sarah Brand said 
the Council needed to alert the public to 
new rules around burning contained in  
the PMEP.
“The PMEP has introduced some new 
regulations surrounding domestic and 
outdoor burning in an effort to improve 
air quality in Marlborough and meet the 
National Environmental Standard for Air 
Quality (NESAQ),” said Sarah.
The rules are complex but a summary of the 
standards relating to indoor burners include:  
•  Discharge from an enclosed pellet burner 

of any age, and installed at any time is 
permitted

•  Discharge from an enclosed wood burner 
installed after 1 September 2005 is 
permitted

•   Discharge from any indoor open fire 
is prohibited (unless the fire is used 
exclusively for the cooking or smoking of 
food for wholesale or retail sale) 

•  Discharge from any small scale solid fuel 
burner not described above is permitted 
until the burner reaches 15 years of age

•  Discharge from any small scale solid 
fuel burner installed after 9 June 2016 is 
permitted

Outdoor burning within the Blenheim 
Airshed is now a prohibited activity unless 
the fire is used exclusively for cooking 
or smoking of food for non-commercial 
purposes (all year round). 
A brazier is permitted but cannot be used 
during May, June, July or August, and 
cannot involve the burning of any prohibited 
fuels or materials. This applies to all of the 
Blenheim Airshed.
The main air contaminant of concern is 
particulate matter (PM). 
The National Environmental Standards (NES) 
currently focus on PM10 but the Ministry for 
the Environment is proposing a change to 
reduce this further to PM2.5 by later this year 
or early 2022. 
“The air quality in Marlborough does not 
meet the NESAQ during the winter months 
and historically Blenheim has been non-
compliant with the NES for PM10,” said Sarah.
In 2020, there were three exceedances 
of the allowed levels. So far this winter 
Blenheim has exceeded this level  
seven times.
Blenheim’s most recent Air Emission 
Inventory was completed in 2017. 
This showed 90% of emissions contributing 
to PM10 originated from home heating, 8% 
was from outdoor burning, with industry and 
transport both contributing 1% each.
To view the Council’s new Burning Guides 
go to: 
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/
environment/compliance-service/
compliance-service-fact-sheets
For more information on the Proposed 
Marlborough Environment Plan (PMEP)  
go to:
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-
council/resource-management-policy-and-
plans/proposed-marlborough-environment-
plan

New burning guides to increase awareness of air quality Marlborough farmers stand up for water quality 
Farmers, the Council and a local technology 
company have recently joined forces to map 
and monitor thousands of hectares of farm 
land in Marlborough. 
This collaborative effort funded by the 
Council and Ministry for the Environment 
marks the first major milestone of the 
Catchment Care Programme to protect and 
improve river catchments in the district.
The Council designed and built new 
mapping software to collect real-time data 
on stream conditions, fencing, and low-lying 
areas where runoff collects, to help inform 
farmers’ decision-making about future 
management of their properties. 
Blenheim-based GeoInsight, which 
specialises in mapping and data, upskilled 
its staff to use the new programme while 
mapping properties by foot and electric 
bikes from February to May.
The Council launched the Catchment 
Care programme last year to invest in 
and collaborate with communities of 
Marlborough to improve river catchments. 
The voluntary programme also aligns with 
new Central Government freshwater rules, 
which will require farmers to have their own 
freshwater farm plans in place over the next 
few years. 
Data from the survey is confidential and 
belongs to the landowners, who can request 
information on their property from the 
Council.
Under the programme, the Council provides 
the mapping, or catchment condition 
surveying, at no cost to the landowners 
and provides government funding to 
incentivise farmers to build fences, establish 
dung beetle populations and plant natives 
alongside waterways. 
Funding for projects are prioritised over 
the five-year programme and based on 
multiple considerations - from water quality 
monitoring results to landowner readiness 
and goals for the property.
Environmental Scientist Matt Oliver said 
many farmers were going beyond the bare 
minimum, with fences being planned to 
meet both the letter of the law and to make 
additional common sense improvements to 
further protect water quality.  

“The new freshwater rules have been a 
real challenge for farmers, but they have 
stepped up and worked with us on this,” he 
said. “We’ve been out talking to the farming 
community since last year and many are 
keen to get involved. Now, each farmer 
will be able to make informed decisions 
about their property. The data will also help 
farmers with the Freshwater Farm Planning 
process coming in the next year.” 
Anyone who didn’t participate in the first 
round of surveying is still able to participate 
by contacting the Land Resources team at 
the Council. 
Catchment care officers have contacted 
more than 400 landowners to get 
permission to map their properties. More 
than three-quarters of the land area across 
seven catchment areas were mapped across 
Are Are Creek, Kaituna, Pelorus, Rai, Ronga 
and Opouri Rivers, and the  
Linkwater streams.
While the catchments were selected 
based on the priorities in the Proposed 
Marlborough Environment Plan, each 
catchment area is unique with solutions 
driven by the community. Some communities 
have formed catchment groups to discuss 
water goals for their area, designating one 
landowner to liaise with the Council on  
the programme. 
In the Pelorus Sounds area, the Te Hoiere 
Project is one of the largest catchment 
improvement efforts in the country, and 
the Catchment Care programme has also 
completed surveying for this project. The 
next step for this area is for catchment 
groups to meet with Council staff to discuss 
the results before one-on-one farmer 
meetings. 
At these meetings, farmers develop water 
quality action plans. Once action plans 
are developed, the Council can offer 
funding to support delivery of water quality 
mitigations through funding from Ministry 
for the Environment and Ministry for Primary 
Industries. 
For more information: 
Catchment Care Programme: 
https://bit.ly/2Si4qHP
Te Hoiere/Pelorus Catchment Restoration 
Project: https://bit.ly/35Ea4XQ

GeoInsight have been out and about mapping properties for the Catchment Care Programme

TEAM Group - Celebrating the successes
The Economic Action Marlborough (TEAM) Group was formed 
in April last year to support local businesses as part of the 
Covid-19 recovery. Since then TEAM Group has, with Council 
funding, supported a wide variety of economic recovery 
projects. We invited some of the recipients to share their story 
. . . continuing this week with: 

Queen Charlotte College - the Gateway Programme

Queen Charlotte College (QCC) in Picton offers structured workplace learning in association 
with the Tertiary Education Commission through the Gateway Programme. This learning 
eases the passage of students from school to employment. 
Marlborough’s TEAM Covid-19 economic recovery group partnered with QCC’s Gateway 
Programme to fund industry-related training for students.
The project makes young people more employable, addressing the established labour need 
in the region to assist with the economic recovery from Covid-19 and enables young people 
to stay and build a career in Marlborough.
In the words of Marama Burgess, Gateway Coordinator, Queen 
Charlotte College . . .  
What was the problem you were trying to address and did this 
project create the benefits you were expecting? 
In any ‘normal’ year we are allocated funding for our Gateway 
Programme. This funding enables students to do work placements, 
supplies all necessary equipment and clothing that is needed to work 
effectively within the chosen industry as well as fund transport if needed. 
Covid-19 put a stop to any student placements in any industry, not only while we were in 
lockdown but for a long period of time afterwards. 
As soon as we returned to school, I organised and funded from Gateway additional industry-
based courses within school. These extra courses weren’t budgeted for so I used in advance 
the money applied for from the TEAM funding for the diving, day skippers and a life guard 
course.
How successful was this? 
This funding played a huge part in being able to again offer these courses. Not only did the 
students take responsibility for organising and attending dives, they ensured they completed 
and achieved these.
These graduates will be divers in the annual 
Sounds clean up and will work as life guards 
in paid employment at the Queen Charlotte 
College pool.
What else would you like to share about this 
initiative? 
We all know last year was tough on everyone. 
The resilience and the taking of responsibility 
for their own learning has shown us that 
our young students can ‘stand up’, take 
responsibility and achieve in their chosen 
career pathways. 
QCC is very thankful to TEAM and the Council 
for allocating this funding and allowing schools 
to apply. 

Tender - Picton 3 Waters maintenance contract
The Council invites tenders for Picton’s 3 
waters maintenance services. It involves 
the daily operation and maintenance of the 
Picton water, sewerage and stormwater 
networks, excluding treatment plants.
Tenders close at 4.00 pm on 30 July 2021.
Tender documents can be downloaded from:  
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-
council/tenders 

All enquiries should be directed to:
Yee Chen 
Marlborough District Council 
PO Box 443 
Blenheim 7240
Ph: 03 520 7400 
Email: yee.chen@marlborough.govt.nz 

Te Tauihu Regional Events Fund open
Last September the Government announced a $50m Regional Events Fund to support the 
tourism and event sectors in response to Covid-19’s impact on international tourism.
The Marlborough, Nelson and Tasman regions have been allocated $1.5m of this to create 
the Te Tauihu Regional Events Fund to facilitate and fund events over the next four and  
a half years. 
The fund aims to stimulate the top of the south economy by driving visitation through events 
that support and leverage local industry strengths.
The fund is open and event organisers are invited to apply by submitting an online 
expression of interest. For more information including details on the funding criteria  
go to: https://bit.ly/3vpniTD
If you have questions or wish to discuss your event idea prior to submitting an expression of 
interest please contact the Council’s Regional Events Advisor,  
Samantha Young at: samantha.young@marlborough.govt.nz or Ph: 03 520 7400.

Breach of air quality standard for PM10 in Blenheim
In accordance with Regulation 16 of the Resource Management Act (National Environmental 
Standards relating to Certain Air Pollutants, Dioxins and Other Toxics) Regulations 2004, 
referred to as the NES, the Council gives notice that the NES for PM10 has been breached in 
the Blenheim Airshed in 2021 on the following dates:
Date of Exceedance Location    PM10 (µg m-3)
3 June 2021  Redwoodtown  62.9
4 June 2021  Redwoodtown  77.5
5 June 2021  Redwoodtown  55.9
7 June 2021  Redwoodtown  51.0
11 June 2021  Redwoodtown  57.0
16 June 2021  Redwoodtown  61.0
17 June 2021  Redwoodtown  54.4
The Council monitors PM10 concentrations relative to the NES at an air monitoring site in 
Redwoodtown.
The NES for PM10 allows the threshold of 50 µg m-3 to be exceeded on no more than one 
day per 12 month period. The last exceedance in Blenheim occurred on 2 July 2020. These 
exceedances mean the NES has been breached seven times in Blenheim in 2021.
For information on good burning practices go to: www.marlborough.govt.nz
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WinterWinter
Pick up your copy from Marlborough District Council 

MARLBOROUGH E VENTS GUIDE

Project update:
• 10,924 hectares mapped across focus catchment areas
• This represents 77% coverage of the land area, some areas up to 92%
• 418 landowners contacted, 1,026 hours of surveying time 
• 812 km of streams surveyed across all catchments
• Remediation work under way, following the survey:
 o 11km of fencing
 o 16 dung beetle farm packs ordered
 o 0.6 hectares of native planting
 o Catchment community groups establishing
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