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Council’s Harbours team - working to 
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Lifeline for the French Pass jetty
The Council and Marlborough Roads hope a lifeline will soon be thrown 
to the Elmslie Bay Jetty at French Pass.
The Council’s Assets & Services Committee has agreed to support a business case 
to Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency for a complete replacement of the 84-year-old 
structure. This is subject to approval from the full Council on 24 June.
In the meantime, Fulton Hogan has been working to repair the current jetty to open it up 
to vehicles as soon as possible. It is still safe for pedestrians to use.
In May, Marlborough Roads was notified of a sag in the jetty. It was immediately closed 
to vehicles pending an inspection by a structural engineer. 
“The inspection found that one pile had broken just below the tide level and there was 
also a broken brace and a cracked bearer,” said Marlborough Roads manager, Steve 
Murrin.
The jetty has had a lot of maintenance over the years including a major upgrade and 
replacement of some structural components in 2008. 
“We can keep repairing it but at some stage it becomes more economical to replace 
the whole jetty. The advice we have received is that it is close to the end of its life,” said 
Steve.
The jetty services the outer French Pass and Rangitoto ki te Tonga/D’Urville Island area 
and is the main link between the mainland and the island.
“As it is the main link, Waka Kotahi have allowed the Council to do maintenance and 
renewal work on the jetty as subsidised work within the Bridging Work category, 
meaning it is considered part of the road system,” he said. That and Kapowai Jetty on 
D’Urville Island are the only jetties in the Marlborough Sounds treated in this way.
The estimate for a replacement jetty is $650,000 while the repair is expected to 
cost approximately $60,000. A preliminary design for a replacement jetty has been 
completed which is now being circulated amongst jetty users for feedback.

Heart of Havelock gets an upgrade
Contractors are underway on improvements involving Neil Street and the 
Havelock Domain which will keep the heart of this important community 
space beating.
The $1.1m project upgrading Neil Street from the Main Street corner down to the 
Havelock Domain is being overseen by Crafar Crouch Construction.
It involves the creation of new pocket parks, improved pedestrian access to the Domain, 
replacement of two retaining walls, upgrades to stormwater and watermain services, 
and sealed access to the existing residential properties on Neil Street, west of State 
Highway 6 (SH6). 
“This project will be significant for Havelock,” said Sounds Ward councillor, Barbara 
Faulls. 
“The benefit to the community in the long term is going to be worth the short term 
disruption.” 
“The community has been asking for these improvements so it is fantastic to see them 
finally come to fruition.”
The upgrade will improve seating and landscaping and provide a central community 
space for residents and visitors to enjoy. It is expected the work will be completed by 
December.
The Domain carpark will also be resealed with new kerb and channelling. 
“Access to the Pavilion will be intermittent at times, but alternative entries to the Domain 
are available off Peel St and there is free parking in the marina nearby,” said Council 
Projects and Contracts Manager Maighan Watson.
“Historical stormwater problems in the area will be resolved and the disintegrating 
retaining walls reconstructed." 
"Any necessary water shut downs or property access disruptions will be communicated 
with residents and businesses ahead of time,” said Maighan.
At the same time the Domain, Havelock’s community sports area, will benefit from a 
number of improvements, separate to but timed to coincide with the project. 
This includes an extension to, and remarking of, the existing tennis and netball courts 
and a new skate park.
“This project is a great example of collaboration across a number of areas of the 
Council. Marlborough Roads, Open Spaces, the Small Townships Programme and 
Assets & Services are all contributing budget towards the upgrade,” said Maighan.
For further information, please contact Council Projects and Contracts Manager 
Maighan Watson on Ph: 03 520 7400.

The Elmslie Jetty at French Pass is on its ‘last piles’


