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He korero no te Kaunihera o Wairau 

NEWS FROM THE MARLBOROUGH  
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Air pollution can be a health 
issue for many people in our 
community, especially those 
with breathing problems or 
poor lung health.
The air over urban Blenheim 
is at its worst in winter when 
there’s a hard frost and the 
smoke from home wood 
burners hangs in the still air.
In an effort to reduce air 
pollution, the Government is 
looking at bringing in stricter 
air quality regulations focusing 
on reducing PM2.5 fine 
particulate matter. These are the 
tiny particles that result from 
burning wood and are now 
known to be detrimental to our 
health. 

Last winter Blenheim’s air quality 
failed to meet the National 
Environmental Standards and 
exceeded the new proposed 
standard 45 times. 
To reduce emissions 
woodburners need to be 
operated so that they burn hot 
and fast using dry wood. 
Woodburners that were installed 
before September 2005 are no 
longer permitted under the 
Proposed Marlborough 
Environment Plan. If you have 
an old woodburner please 
consider replacing it with an 
ultra-low emission burner which 
is better for the environment 
and more efficient when it 
comes to heating your home. 

Left-handed handshakes were the 
order of the day as a group of 
dedicated local scouts received 
youth scouting’s highest honour 
recently.
Churchward Park Scout Group 
Leader Greg Robinson, Scout Leader 
Heather Roggeveen and friends and 
family were on hand as Marlborough 
Mayor John Leggett officiated in 
Council Chambers the awarding of 
their certificate and badge.
The Chief Scout Award is the 
pinnacle for a scout aged 10-14 
years. It is the culmination of years 

of work and tests a young person’s 
skills, leadership, initiative and 
commitment.
The movement’s award scheme is 
based on the four cornerstones of 
scouting – Outdoors, Community, 
Personal Development and New 
Experiences. 
Once a scout himself, Mayor Leggett 
said these were important values 
for any young person. “There is no 
better place to learn these values 
than through scouts and you have 
the added benefit of learning them 
together.”

The Harbourmaster is seeking the 
owner of this vessel. 
It appears to have been 
abandoned in Waikawa on 
mooring 2488. 
This vessel is now in the 
possession of the Harbourmaster. 

If it remains unclaimed for 
30 days it may be sold or 
destroyed.
If you have any information 
relating to this vessel, please 
contact the Harbourmaster’s 
office on Ph: 03 520 7400.

From 12 June people can get 
unwanted household goods like 
furniture collected from their 
home. And those in urgent need of 
a pre-loved sofa or coffee table 
can also request items, all via the 
Council website. 
“Everyone wants to reuse and 
recycle but sometimes it’s not easy, 
especially for people without the 
right transport or who need help 
to move large items. The Council 
wants to assist and make it easier 
to move unwanted furniture and 
household goods, and also for 
others who are in urgent need to 
be able to request such items,” 
Council’s Solid Waste Manager 
Alec McNeil said. 
“We’re introducing this trial 
because we know a lot of people 
have stuff in their garage that 
they’d really like to shift but for 
a variety of reasons they find it 
difficult to do so.”

“The Council also wants to reduce 
the likelihood of useful items 
ending up in the landfill – the trial 
is also designed to help achieve 
that.” 
There is no charge to use the new 
trial service, although fees are likely 
to be introduced in September 
2021. 
“People can go online to let us 
know they have items to give away 
or they can ask us if we have an 
item in stock that we can supply 
them.”  
To participate and find out more go 
to: https://www.marlborough.govt. 
nz/services/recycling-and-resource-
recovery/unwanted-household-
goods
The Council received funding from 
the Waste Minimisation Fund for 
the trial. It is only available to 
Blenheim residents for now but it 
may expand in the future. Pickups 
and deliveries are on the weekends. 

Let’s aim for cleaner air this winter

Chief Scout Award recipients acknowledged

Abandoned vessel – owner sought

Reuse trial for household goods launched

From left, Churchward Park Scout Group Leader Greg Robinson, Thomas van 
Asch, Amelia Burrough, Nick Jackson, Mayor Leggett, William McKelvey, Emma 
Robinson, Imogen James, Churchward Park Scout Group Leader Heather 
Roggeveen and Ethan Gander

The air over urban Blenheim is at its worst in winter...


