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Council
meet

The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend.

Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at the Council’s Office,  
15 Seymour Street.  

Council
Tuesday 8 June at 9.00 am

Assets & Services Committee
Wednesday 9 June at 9.00 am

Environment Committee
Thursday 10 June at 9.00 am

Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
Friday 11 June at 9.00 am

Council
Thursday 24 June at 9.00 am

The times and dates may be subject to 
change. Please contact the Committee 
Secretary; ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings
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Sounds of Christmas
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Havelock Queen’s Birthday Craft 
Fair
Annual craft fair offering something for 
everyone. There will be lots of amazing crafts 
available along with the ever popular sausage 
sizzle. Supporting the St John Youth Group.
Sat 5 to Mon 7 June; 10.00 am - 4.00 pm 
Havelock Town Hall

Grooves!
Performed by six of New Zealand’s best 
professional dancers, ‘Grooves!’ is the ballet 
you have been waiting for. A show designed 
to entertain and excite all ages offering 
everything from traditional tutus to sequins. 
Sun 6 June; 7.00 pm - 8.30 pm 
ASB Theatre Marlborough

Council wins commendation for its TEAM work
The Economic Action Marlborough (TEAM) Group, led by the Council, has received a 
commendation at the 2021 Economic Development New Zealand (EDNZ) Awards. 
The award recognises TEAM under the ‘integrated planning’ category of EDNZ’s annual best 
practice awards.
TEAM Group chair Councillor Mark Peters said he was proud of what TEAM Group had 
achieved in helping Marlborough’s post-Covid-19 recovery. “I’d like to thank all the people 
and organisations who worked together as TEAM Group to support our communities.” 
“TEAM brought together central and local government with iwi, our key industries and 
professional services, and we all put in some long hours, usually by Zoom, to get our 
objectives and plan agreed,” he said.
After securing funding from the Council’s Emergency Events Reserve, TEAM Group set 
about implementing projects to help local businesses and leverage Central Government 
resources and funding. 
“Our first phase of work included a business support voucher scheme, which meant small 
businesses could get professional help and advice locally." 
"We also funded a ‘Make It Marlborough’ campaign to encourage locals to buy and support 
local, and also a tourism campaign to encourage Kiwis to visit Marlborough. We also 
provided free parking to encourage retail and hospitality spending,” said Mark.
“We were successful in getting 
tens of millions of dollars 
in Government funding for 
our ‘shovel-ready’ projects, 
including the new library and 
art gallery in Blenheim, the 
Whale Trail cycle way from 
Picton to Kaikōura and a new 
NZ Wine Centre.”
TEAM Group’s Phase 2 work 
was developed after an  
in-depth study of the impacts 
of Covid-19 in Marlborough 
and focused on those hardest 
hit: the tourism, hospitality and 
event sectors. 
“After the cancellation of the 
Wine and Food Festival we 
decided to fund a series of 
new events - 65 in all - which 
were attended by over 20,000 
people - a fantastic result,” said 
Mark.
“One of the things I’m proudest of is we helped dozens of people seeking work and 
supported nearly 100 businesses with professional advice." 
"We also piloted a new Career Navigator scheme for 16 to 25 year olds, which helps show 
our young people that there are some great work opportunities right here in Marlborough.”  
For further information go to: 
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/civil-defence-emergency-management/covid-19-novel-
coronavirus/the-economic-action-marlborough-team-group

Dorien Vermaas, Economic Development Programmes Manager 
(centre) and Alan Simpson, Economic Portfolio Manager (right) 
accept the award from EDNZ board member Patrick McVeigh (left)

Clock runs down on Lansdowne Park pitch renovation
The grass is definitely greener on Lansdowne Park’s No.1 pitch.
As part of major redevelopments underway at the park, including a new multi-code 
sportshub building, work to convert the main field to a sand-based pitch is almost complete.
Parks and Open Spaces Officer Robert Hutchinson said a final layer of sand would soon be 
added to the field and the new goal posts would be installed in late July, ensuring the pitch 
was ready for its first club match in mid-August.
“It’s great to see that our local club players will benefit from the new surface as well as those 
playing at provincial level,” he said.
The $700k upgrade will transform the sports field, enabling it to handle a higher volume of 
games - one more day’s play a week - and reduce repair time between fixtures. It will also 
improve the field’s drainage and remedy waterlogging issues.
Lighting has also been a priority with work carried out to provide better lighting for evening 
training. The installation of replacement lights and poles for the No.2 and No.3 fields is now 
complete and car park lights have also been replaced to increase visibility.

Lansdowne Park’s main field conversion is almost complete with a layer of sand soon to be applied

Reuse trial for household goods launched

Te Tauihu Regional Events Fund open now
Last September the Government announced a $50m Regional Events Fund to support the 
tourism and event sectors in response to Covid-19’s impact on international tourism.
The Marlborough, Nelson and Tasman regions have been allocated $1.5m of this to create 
the Te Tauihu Regional Events Fund to facilitate and fund events over the next four and a  
half years. 
The fund aims to stimulate the top of the south economy by driving visitation through events 
that support and leverage local industry strengths.
The fund is now open and event organisers are invited to apply by submitting an online 
expression of interest. For more information including details on the funding criteria go to 
https://bit.ly/3vpniTD
If you have questions or wish to discuss your event idea prior to submitting an expression 
of interest please contact the Council’s Regional Events Advisor, Samantha Young at: 
samantha.young@marlborough.govt.nz or Ph: 03 520 7400.

Ferries project number one roading priority
The upgrade of KiwiRail’s ferries to larger ships by 2024 and the implication of this on rail 
and local roads has been agreed as the top transport priority by all three top of the south 
councils.
The Council’s Regional Transport Committee recently adopted the Regional Land Transport 
Plan (RLTP) 2021-2031 and the Regional Passenger Transport Plan (RPTP) 2021-2027. 
The RLTP sets out the priorities for investment in roading and again is a top of the south 
document combining Marlborough District, Tasman District and Nelson City councils 
alongside Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency and DOC. 
“It’s pleasing to see the rail and roading implications of the iREX ferries project are firmly 
at number one, which acknowledges the importance of it to the top of the south and also 
New Zealand in terms of north-south connections,” said committee chair Councillor Francis 
Maher.
Consultation on the draft RLTP and RPTP closed on 19 March. The RLTP will be presented to 
the full Council on 24 June before it is submitted to Waka Kotahi.

Let’s aim for cleaner air this winter
Air pollution can be a health issue for many 
people in our community, especially those 
with breathing problems or poor lung health.
The air over urban Blenheim is at its worst 
in winter when there’s a hard frost and the 
smoke from home wood burners hangs in 
the still air.
In an effort to reduce air pollution, the 
Government is looking at bringing in stricter 
air quality regulations focusing on reducing 
PM2.5 fine particulate matter. These are the 
tiny particles that result from burning wood 
and are now known to be detrimental to  
our health. 
Last winter Blenheim’s air quality failed to 
meet the National Environmental Standards 
and exceeded the new proposed standard 
45 times. 
To reduce emissions woodburners need to 
be operated so that they burn hot and fast 
using dry wood.

Woodburners that were installed before 
September 2005 are no longer permitted 
under the Proposed Marlborough 
Environment Plan. 
If you have an old woodburner please 
consider replacing it with an ultra-low 
emission burner which is better for the 
environment and more efficient when it 
comes to heating your home. 

Government funding stimulates water infrastructure 
investment
New funding designed to support council 
investment in critical water infrastructure 
and stimulate local economies has already 
been a boon for three projects  
in Marlborough.
The Renwick watermain upgrade, Blenheim 
sewer relining and Marlborough Boys’ 
College stormwater main renewal have 
all received a capital injection from the 
Government’s Three Waters stimulus and 
reform funding. Nine projects in total  
will benefit.
The Government set out a plan in August 
last year to provide $761m to councils, of 
which Marlborough was allocated $12.52m. 
Of this, $6.2m was in advance and the 
balance as work proceeds. 
Local Government Minister Nanaia Mahuta 
said that investing in water infrastructure 
was about investing in the health of New 
Zealanders. The funding is also a key 
component of the Government’s Covid-19 
economic recovery plan.
For Marlborough the stimulus package has 
meant both the green light and greater 
impetus for a handful of projects.
One project to benefit, the $6.1m Renwick 
watermain replacement, began in 2019 with 
new PVC pipes installed to extend the life of 
the town’s watermain by 100 years. 
“The Renwick watermain replacement works 
were programmed to be completed over 
10 years,” said the Council’s Assets and 
Services Manager, Richard Coningham.
“However the Three Waters stimulus 
funding has given us the boost we needed 
to accelerate it with the Council also 
contributing to see this work completed 
earlier than scheduled,” he said.

The upgrade is being completed in stages. 
The latest contract let to local contractor 
Simcox Construction will access $1.5m of 
stimulus funding with the other half funded 
through nine years of Council budget 
brought forward. 
“That will leave approximately $2.2m 
needed to complete Renwick, when funding 
becomes available. By that stage the project 
will be 60 per cent complete,” said Richard. 
Unplanned but essential work to renew 
stormwater pipes in the Marlborough Boys’ 
College grounds also received $250,000 
from the Three Waters funding.
This work, completed in April, will remedy 
ongoing issues with flooding on the Boys’ 
College front field. “Our investigations 
revealed tree roots had broken into the 
pipeline and some sections were in poor 
condition,” said Richard.   
Some of the existing pipes have now been 
relined and others replaced with new, larger 
capacity pipes by contractors Crafar  
Crouch Construction.
Lastly, the Blenheim sewer relining works is 
a repair programme being rolled out across 
the town. The current contract is for $4.2m.
“The Kaikōura earthquake in 2016 left a 
legacy of damage to Blenheim and Picton’s 
sewer network which we have been 
progressively fixing,” said Richard. 
“The Three Waters funding has allowed us 
to accelerate that.”
“These projects will help to keep 38 direct 
contracting staff employed. We’ve also 
hired three additional staff at Council with a 
portion of the funding so we can complete 
the projects within the Government’s 
deadlines,” he said.
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Young Minds, Strong Business - 
Future of Work for Employers
Marlborough employers are invited for 
an evening of inspiration and insight for 
employing our future … the young people 
of Marlborough. Hear from a stellar panel of 
experts on how to attract, engage and retain 
the next generation to take your business 
forward. Book your tickets today.
Tue 8 June; 5.00 pm - 7.30 pm 
ASB Theatre Marlborough

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standard and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Temporary partial road closure - School Formal
On Saturday 19 June from 5.30 pm to 8.00 pm the following portions of roads will be 
partially closed (one direction) to ordinary vehicle traffic for the School Formal at: 
• Grove Road (not SH1): Alfred Street intersection to Auckland Street
• Auckland Street: Grove Road to Hutcheson Street intersections
•  Hutcheson Street: Auckland Street intersection to the Marlborough Events Centre and 

Clubs of Marlborough
• Clubs of Marlborough inner drop off zone: Hutcheson Street to Russell Terrace
During the period of closure, ordinary vehicular traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand Police 
(Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit holder to use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is hereby given under Section 342 of the Local Government Act 1974.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536. 

JOHN LEGGETT
MAYOR

From 12 June people can get unwanted 
household goods like furniture collected 
from their home. And those in urgent need 
of a pre-loved sofa or coffee table can also 
request items, all via the Council website. 
“Everyone wants to reuse and recycle 
but sometimes it’s not easy, especially for 
people without the right transport or who 
need help to move large items."
"The Council wants to assist and make it 
easier to move unwanted furniture and 
household goods, and also for others who 
are in urgent need to be able to request 
such items,” Council’s Solid Waste Manager 
Alec McNeil said. 
“We’re introducing this trial because we 
know a lot of people have stuff in their 
garage that they’d really like to shift but for 
a variety of reasons they find it difficult to 
do so.”

“The Council also wants to reduce the 
likelihood of useful items ending up in the 
landfill - the trial is also designed to help 
achieve that.” 
There is no charge to use the new trial 
service, although fees are likely to be 
introduced in September 2021. 
“People can go online to let us know they 
have items to give away or they can ask us if 
we have an item in stock that we can  
supply them.”  
To participate and find out more go 
to: https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/
services/recycling-and-resource-recovery/
unwanted-household-goods
The Council received funding from the 
Waste Minimisation Fund for the trial. It is 
only available to Blenheim residents for now 
but it may expand in the future. Pickups and 
deliveries are on the weekends.
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