
WWW.MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ  |  03 520 7400  |  15 SEYMOUR STREET, BLENHEIM, 7201 NEW ZEALAND

 

Sounds News He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

For up to date sailing, news and weather from Marlborough Sounds Marinas visit:  www.msmarinas.co.nz

Head to MarlboroughNZ.com for 
more information 

Marlborough i-SITEs 
are OPEN!

Pop in and visit the team to book 
domestic travel, tours and 

activities across the Marlborough 
region and the rest of NZ.  

 
Open Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

Saturday - Sunday 10am - 2pm 

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need  
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

National recognition for Sounds’ visionary taking pathway to new lengths
He aha te mea nui o te ao
What is the most important thing in the world?
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata
It is the people, it is the people, it is the people
This philosophy of connection was always at the heart of The Link Pathway that Rick 
Edmonds envisaged 15 years ago. 
“Today the pathway links communities, links individuals, it links one another,” he said. 
“It links people to the outdoors, to the amazing environment, scenery and nature that 
The Link Pathway goes through.”
In recognition of Rick’s commitment to this vision, he was recently awarded the 2021 
Outdoor Access Champion Award.This was presented in Havelock by representatives 
of the New Zealand Walking Access Commission Ara Hīkoi Aotearoa and attended by  
Mayor John Leggett, members of The Link Pathway Trust, sponsors and supporters.
The Commission selects only a few recipients each year and their work must have had 
a significant and lasting contribution to public access. 
This year Rick was the only recipient. He was nominated by The Link Pathway Trust for 
his work to scope and plan the largely volunteer-built 42km Pathway which runs from 
Picton to Havelock. 
The project has received funding from numerous organisations, businesses and 
individuals including Rātā Foundation, Pub Charity, Thorburn Trust, Blenheim Rotary, 
Kathmandu and NZ King Salmon. The Council has also been a major funder and Port 
Marlborough and Department of Conservation have provided financial and  
logistical support.
Mayor Leggett congratulated Rick, saying it had been Rick’s passion and his vision 
that had drawn everyone along. “You are not only an artist, an activist, director and 
playwright - you are the face of The Link Pathway and its champion. You have my 
absolute respect - Rick, you are a champion.”
Chief Executive of the NZ Walking Access Commission Ric Cullimore said when 
someone was referred to as a visionary, it usually meant a lot of hard work as well. 
“You’ve had the tenacity, determination, leadership and drive to manifest that vision.” 
In this perfect example of life imitating art, Rick (also an artist of note) took his 
inspiration for the Marlborough Sounds to a new canvas as The Link Pathway 
developed. 
“None of us were pathway builders when we started. Part of the vision was to create a 
project for locals to get involved with,” said Rick.

“So many individuals have worked with a passion and commitment to see this Pathway 
built. I accept this award on behalf of all those people.”
Rick has overseen the efforts of some 3,000 people who have invested 50,000 
volunteer hours. He has been supported throughout by his wife Susie. “The Outward 
Bound School has been there every step of the way too with student service groups 
helping most months for the past 15 years,” he said.
Chair of The Link Pathway Trust and Marlborough District Councillor Barbara Faulls 
said Rick was a man who dreamt of remote Marlborough Sounds’ communities being 
connected by safe walkways.
“Rick’s energy and dedication to this project is remarkable. He inspires and leads 
others who then take ownership of sections of the Pathway to maintain them and keep 
guardianship of them,” she said. 
Most recently, Rick led a team of volunteers to build the Motuweka Pathway in 
Havelock which ‘links’ with the main Pathway and also enables children to walk safely 
to school. 
So what next for The Link Pathway and its creator? There is talk of ‘linking’ it further 
through the Pelorus and over the Maungatapu Saddle to Nelson, building on the spirit 
of connectivity to give a safe corridor for walkers and cyclists.
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata.

The Link Pathway CEO Rick Edmonds shows Mayor John Leggett the newest - and boldly artistic - 
bridge addition to the Motuweka Pathway near Havelock


