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Applications for a 2021-2022 rates 
rebate close on Thursday 30 June, 
so now’s the time to find out if 
you’re eligible.
If you pay the rates on your home 
and you have a low income you 
could be eligible for a rebate of up 
to $665 off your rates. You will need 
your income details for the period 1 
April 2020 to 31 March 2021 and if 

you have dependants we will need 
details about them too.
You can come into the Council offices 
in Blenheim or Picton or submit your 
details online at: www.marlborough. 
govt.nz/services/rates/rates-rebate 
Online forms need to be submitted 
by 5.00 pm on Friday 24 June to allow 
your application to be completed by 
Thursday 30 June.

Over the coming months Council is 
carrying out a programme of sewer 
mains cleaning, initially focussed on 
Picton. The cleaning and inspection 
programme is part of Council's work 
to survey and maintain the condition 
of the wastewater network.
Operations and Maintenance Engineer 
Stephen Rooney says occasionally 
during the cleaning process ‘blow 
back’ occurs when water is pushed 
back up through a toilet.
Mr Rooney said it’s very unpleasant 
and distressing, especially if you 
happen to be sitting on the loo at 
the time.
“Fortunately it’s a very rare occurrence, 
but it does happen.”  
To help people get prepared, Mr 
Rooney encourages residents to check 
their letterbox for a notice about when 
the Council is cleaning the sewer 
mains in their area.
“I also encourage people to sign up to 
the Antenno app, which is regularly 
updated advising which streets we are 
working on.”
Antenno is a free mobile app 
that sends notifications and 
alerts - information is available 
at www. marlborough.govt.nz/services/
apps/antenno
When Council is working in your 
street, you are advised to keep your 
toilet seat down and put a towel 
under the seat lid while your area is 
worked on.
Mr Rooney said the objective of the 
cleaning programme is to find tree 
roots, blockages and pipes damaged 
by earth movement in the wastewater 
system.  A programme to repair any 
problems found will follow.
“Also, please don’t flush wet wipes 
down the toilet - they cause
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New predator control project starting in 
Marlborough soon

Council services on Queen’s Birthday 
Monday 6 June

Te Tau Wairehu o Marokura is a Jobs 
for Nature pest control project with big 
ambitions to increase the protection 
for native flora and fauna along our 
eastern coastline. 
Project Managing Director Rawiri 
Manawatu says the goal is to 
establish and maintain a trapline to 
protect native birds from predators 
along 127km of coast between the 
Awatere in Marlborough and the Oaro 
in North Canterbury. 
“We are targeting some of the worst 
pests - stoats, hedgehogs, rats and feral 
cats, to help our taonga bird species 
thrive,” Mr Manawatu said.
The trapline will protect threatened 
species including black-fronted terns, 
wrybills, Caspian terns, South Island 
pied oystercatchers and banded 
dotterel. More intensive trapping 
networks will be established around 
native wildlife hotspots.
“We have a team of 11 who will be 
employed for three years. This is not only 
beneficial for our native birds, the project 
is also helping to build capability in our 
community and we’re seeing great 
benefits already,” Mr Manawatu said. 
"This part of the country was badly 
affected by the international tourism 
downturn after Covid-19. The project 
supports whanau to remain in the 
Kaikoura area and stay connected to their 
turangawaewae,” he said.
So far the team has successfully trapped 
83km of the coastline starting from the 
south in Oaro up to the Waima/Ure River 
and they have had fantastic results.
Mr Manawatu said 250 predators were 
caught in the last three checks which is a 
great result.

Council’s Blenheim office will be closed 
from 5.00 pm on Friday 3 June and 
reopen on Tuesday 7 June at 8.00 am. 
Please note that the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre is also closed on 
Wednesdays between 12.30 pm and 
1.30 pm.
Opening times for transfer stations, the 
Resource Recovery Centre, Greenwaste 
Acceptance Facility and the landfill on 
Queen’s Birthday are: 
Transfer stations
Blenheim
Monday 6 June - 8.00 am to 4.30 pm 
Picton
Monday 6 June - 8.00 am to 4.00 pm 
Havelock
Monday 6 June - 8.00 am to 2.00 pm 
Rai Valley, Seddon and Wairau Valley 
transfer stations will be closed on 
Monday 6 June.
Resource Recovery Centre and 
Greenwaste Acceptance Facility 
Monday 6 June - 8.00 am to 4.30 pm 
Landfill
Monday 6 June - 8.00 am to 12.00 pm. 
Kerbside rubbish and recycling 
collections 
Rubbish bags and recycling crates 
normally collected on Mondays will be 

Putting a towel on the loo can 
prevent blow back

blockages because they don’t break 
down naturally. Please don’t put oil or 
fat down the sink either - it can 
accumulate into ‘fatbergs’ which 
block the pipes.”

Over the next two months the team will 
complete the remainder of the coastline 
towards the north, focussed on the 
Marlborough region. While they’re in the 
area they will visit Ward and Seddon 
primary schools to help guide and provide 
advice as they embark on their own 
trapping programme. 
For more information go to the project’s 
Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/Te-
Tau-Wairehu-o-Marokura-predator-
control-project-110188164766615/

collected on Tuesday 7 June.
Please make sure your bag and crate is 
out on the kerb by 7.30 am.
Marlborough District Libraries 
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim) 
and Picton Library and Service Centre will 
be open as usual over the weekend but 
will be closed on Monday 6 June.
Bus services
Bus services will not operate on Queen’s 
Birthday. Normal services resume on 
Tuesday 7 June.




