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June Comedy Night
Join Marlborough Comedy and Clubs 
of Marlborough for another night of 
laugh-out-loud live comedy with popular 
comedians Ben Hurley, Max George, 
Richard Townsend and Chris Lippiatt.  
R18 event.
Thu 2 June: 8.30 pm
Clubs of Marlborough,  
42 Alfred Street, Blenheim

Winding Up by Roger Hall 
Enjoy a night at the theatre with Barry and 
Gen. They may have retired but these 
spirited seniors aren’t slowing down. Get 
ready for this hilarious testament to the 
lighter side of the golden years.
Sat 4 to Sun 5 June: 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm
ASB Theatre Marlborough,  
2 Hutcheson Street, Blenheim

Havelock Craft Fair
Head to Havelock for the annual Queen’s 
Birthday weekend craft fair with lots of 
amazing crafts and the ever-popular 
sausage sizzle. Raising funds for the 
Havelock St John Youth Group.
Sat 4 to Mon 6 June: 10.00 am - 4.00 pm
Havelock Town Hall, Cnr Main Road & 
Inglis Street, Havelock

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice

The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at Council’s office,  
15 Seymour Street. 
Annual Plan consultation hearings
 Tuesday 7 June at 8.30 am
 Wednesday 8 June at 8.30 am
 Thursday 9 June at 8.30 am

Council
 Monday 13 June at 9.00 am
Assets and Services Committee
 Tuesday 14 June at 9.00 am
Environment Committee
 Wednesday 15 June at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance and Community 
Committee
 Thursday 16 June at 9.00 am
Times and dates are subject to change; 
please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Latest Marlborough Mile site an Echo of Blenheim’s past
The Marlborough Mile will take a trip down memory lane when the masts of the SS Echo 
return to the Taylor River this winter.
Resource consent has been granted, paving the way for the installation of the two historic 
ship masts at The Quays in Blenheim, more than 50 years since the Echo last plied  
the river.
Located opposite the new Marlborough District Library and Art Gallery, the refurbished 
masts will be a striking addition to the area, says Blenheim Business Association (BBA) 
Chair, Lynette Rayner.
The Quays is one of six sites around town being developed as part of the Marlborough 
Mile and will focus on heritage and culture. 
It will connect to the other sites with interactive wayfinding and storyboards located at 
each of the pocket parks.
“It is exciting to have another site from the Marlborough Mile project progressing,” Mrs 
Rayner said.
Funded by Council, the BBA is responsible for developing the 1.2km Marlborough Mile, a 
pedestrian walking circuit within the CBD, to celebrate and reflect Blenheim’s history and 
key industries. 
“Its primary purpose is to help users navigate from place to place within the town centre. 
This includes connecting key public buildings, outdoor spaces and numerous independent 
retail and hospitality offerings,” Mrs Rayner said.
The journey to return the Echo masts riverside began with the Marlborough Heritage Trust 
and Marlborough Historical Society in 2015. 
They worked closely with owners Port Marlborough to salvage as many items of 
significance as possible from the scow when it was demolished in Picton.
The masts will now be embraced as part of the Marlborough Mile.
Councillors Gerald Hope, Jenny Andrews and Cynthia Brooks have all taken an interest in 
the Echo.
Clr Hope said he was keen to display the maritime heritage of Blenheim and the Wairau, 
showing the port of Blenheim as a transport hub that serviced the wider region. 
For Clr Andrews, growing up in Riversdale, the Echo was a regular sight. “My husband 
remembers as a child taking the grocery order to the Echo and the cook giving them some 
cabin bread. It certainly has been a part of life in Marlborough,” she said.
Clr Brooks said it was all coming together perfectly. “With the Quays, the Echo masts, river 
and its history and the new Marlborough Library and Art Gallery well underway, lower High 
Street is being transformed and is now firmly anchored to the CBD, just as it should be.” 
Cuddon Engineering has undertaken the 
careful refurbishment process of  
the masts. 
Project co-ordinator Andy Rowe says 
the firm has been an integral part of the 
project to ensure that the steel work in the 
masts and base works meet the highest 
specifications to ensure a long-term  
safe installation.
“This has included new extension sections 
for the mast manufactured to replace 
sections that were cut on removal, removal 
of all componentry that is not required for 
the mast in this setting and ensuring the 
preparation and paint, done by another 
Marlborough business Blastcoat, will last 
for decades to come,” Mr Rowe said.
“Smart Alliances and Cuddons have been 
involved from the outset and their advice 
and expertise has been invaluable,” 
he said.

Cuddon Engineering has undertaken the careful 
refurbishment of the Echo masts

National’s Transport Caucus visits Top of the South
Members of National’s Transport Caucus stopped off in Picton last week to learn more about 
the Waitohi Picton ferry terminal redevelopment project. 
The group - Stuart Smith, MP for Kaikōura; Simeon Brown, Pakuranga; Scott Simpson, 
Coromandel and Matt Doocey, Waimakariri - met with KiwiRail, Port Marlborough, Waka 
Kotahi, Te Ātiawa o Te Waka-a-Māui and Council representatives who provided an overview 
of the project before a tour of the site.
Mayor John Leggett said it was a great opportunity to show them the site first-hand and 
explain what the project means for the province.
“We know the ferries are economically significant for Marlborough and the upper South 
Island. Each year, they operate over 6,000 services, transport close to one million 
passengers, 400,000 cars and up to three million lane metres of freight. And those numbers 
are forecast to increase.”
Mayor Leggett said the MPs were interested in learning more about the impact any 
additional traffic might have on our roads. “Waka Kotahi did a very good job explaining the 
improvements planned as part of the project to enhance local roads in Picton, while also 
providing information on the predicted traffic flows on State Highway 1,” he said.
After spending the morning at Port Marlborough in Picton, the group travelled to Blenheim 
where they met with Councillors and Council staff.

Mayor Leggett, Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor and Council CEO Mark Wheeler (all on the left) along 
with representatives from KiwiRail, Port Marlborough, Waka Kotahi and Te Ātiawa met with National’s 
Transport Caucus last week

Why you should never burn treated wood or plastics
Treated wood is any wood that has had 
chemicals and metals bonded into it, making 
the wood more resilient to rot. This type of 
wood is commonly used for fencing, posts, 
decking, outdoor furniture and cladding. 
Similarly, glues and chemicals used to bond 
laminated or MDF timber boards and plastics 
are made of a wide variety of chemicals. 
If we burn any of these materials, the 
chemicals and heavy metals are contained in 
the smoke and ash - they are not destroyed 
by the fire and they can have serious health 
consequences if they are ingested.
For example, when burned, the metals 
chromium, copper and arsenic in CCA  
treated timber do not break down or become 
less toxic when released into the air or into 
the soil. 
Inhaling even a small amount repeatedly is 
toxic to the human body. 

Burning treated wood or plastics in a 
woodburner will not protect you from these 
metals and chemicals. Small amounts will 
be released into the air inside your home as 
well as outside. This is why the proposed 
Marlborough Environment Plan prohibits 
burning any of these materials - it is simply 
not safe for anyone to do. 
If you have left over treated timber you can 
take it to the transfer station. Plastic that can’t 
be recycled should be thrown out, even soft 
plastics. If you are unsure whether it is safe to 
burn the best thing to do is throw it out. 
Remember, the only materials that should  
be burned are dry, untreated wood and  
paper products.
You can find out more about what to burn in 
Council’s burning guides: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/pollution/
burning-waste/burning-guides

New predator control project starting in Marlborough soon
Te Tau Wairehu o Marokura is a Jobs for 
Nature pest control project with big ambitions 
to increase the protection for native flora and 
fauna along our eastern coastline. 
Project Managing Director Rāwiri Manawatu 
says the goal is to establish and maintain a 
trapline to protect native birds from predators 
along 127 kilometres of coast between the 
Awatere in Marlborough and the Oaro in 
North Canterbury. 
“We are targeting some of the worst pests - 
stoats, hedgehogs, rats and feral cats, to  
help our taonga bird species thrive,”  
Mr Manawatu said.
The trapline will protect threatened 
species including black-fronted terns, 
wrybills, Caspian terns, South Island pied 
oystercatchers and banded dotterel. 
More intensive trapping networks will be 
established around native wildlife hotspots.
“We have a team of 11 who will be employed 
for three years. This is not only beneficial for 
our native birds, the project is also helping  
to build capability in our community and  
we’re seeing great benefits already,”  
Mr Manawatu said.
This part of the country was badly affected 
by the international tourism downturn after 
Covid-19. The project supports whānau 
to remain in the Kaikōura area and stay 
connected to their tūrangawaewae,” he said.
So far the team has successfully trapped 
83km of the coastline starting from the south 
in Oaro up to the Waima/Ure River and they 
have had fantastic results.

Mr Manawatu said 250 predators were 
caught in the last three checks which is a 
great result.
Over the next two months the team will 
complete the remainder of the coastline 
towards the north, focussed on the 
Marlborough region. While they’re in the  
area they will visit Ward and Seddon  
primary schools to help guide and provide 
advice as they embark on their own  
trapping programme. 
For more information go to the project’s 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/Te-
Tau-Wairehu-o-Marokura-predator-control-
project-110188164766615/

Rates rebate applications close soon
Applications for a 2021-2022 rates rebate 
close on Thursday 30 June, so now’s the 
time to find out if you’re eligible.
If you pay the rates on your home and you 
have a low income you could be eligible 
for a rebate of up to $665 off your rates. 
You will need your income details for the 
period 1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021 and if 
you have dependants we will need details 
about them too.
You can come into the Council offices in 
Blenheim or Picton or submit your details 
online at: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
services/rates/rates-rebate

Online forms need to be submitted by 
5.00 pm on Friday 24 June to allow your 
application to be completed by Thursday 
30 June.

Council services on Queen’s Birthday Monday 6 June 
Council’s Blenheim office will be closed from 
5.00 pm on Friday 3 June and reopen on 
Tuesday 7 June at 8.00 am. 
Please note that the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre is also closed on Wednesdays 
between 12.30 pm and 1.30 pm.
Opening times for transfer stations, the 
Resource Recovery Centre, Greenwaste 
Acceptance Facility, and the landfill on 
Queen’s Birthday are:
Transfer stations
Blenheim
Monday 6 June - 8.00 am to 4.30 pm
Picton
Monday 6 June - 8.00 am to 4.00 pm
Havelock
Monday 6 June - 8.00 am to 2.00 pm
Rai Valley, Seddon and Wairau Valley transfer 
stations will be closed on Monday 6 June.

Resource Recovery Centre and Greenwaste 
Acceptance Facility
Monday 6 June - 8.00 am to 4.30 pm
Landfill
Monday 6 June - 8.00 am to 12.00 pm
Kerbside rubbish and recycling collections 
Rubbish bags and recycling crates normally 
collected on Mondays will be collected on 
Tuesday 7 June.
Please make sure your bag and crate is out 
on the kerb by 7.30 am.
Marlborough District Libraries 
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim) and 
Picton Library and Service Centre will be 
open as usual over the weekend but will be 
closed on Monday 6 June.
Bus services
Bus services will not operate on Queen’s 
Birthday. Normal services resume on  
Tuesday 7 June.

Expression of interest - library and art gallery café  
operation lease
Council is seeking expressions of interest 
for the operation and management of a 
café in the new Marlborough Library and 
Art Gallery complex, which is currently 
under construction. The contract involves 
providing café services to the public seven 
days a week. The facility could be run as a 
satellite of another café operation.
Expressions of interest close at 4.00 pm on 
Friday 24 June 2022.

Expression of interest documents can be 
downloaded from www.marlborough.govt.
nz/your-council/tenders
All enquiries should be directed to:  
Jamie Lyall, PO Box 443, Blenheim 7240. 
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email:  
Jamie.lyall@marlborough.govt.nz

Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. 
All water used for drinking, food preparation or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Stay in the loop - subscribe to Council’s e-newsletter
Direct to your inbox every Friday, Council’s 
e-newsletter Marlborough Matters covers 
the latest news and information on Council 
services and projects. Stay in the know and 
sign up today. 
Visit: https://bit.ly/MarlCouncilENewsletter

Be prepared for sewage ‘blow back’
Over the coming months Council is carrying 
out a programme of sewer mains cleaning, 
initially focussed on Picton. The cleaning 
and inspection programme is part of 
Council's work to survey and maintain the 
condition of the wastewater network.
Operations and Maintenance Engineer 
Stephen Rooney says that occasionally 
during the cleaning process ‘blow back’ 
occurs when water is pushed back up 
through a toilet.
“It’s very unpleasant and distressing, 
especially if you happen to be sitting on the 
loo at the time,” Mr Rooney said
“Fortunately it’s a very rare occurrence, but 
it does happen.”  
To help people get prepared, Mr Rooney 
encourages residents to check their 
letterbox for a notice about when the 
Council is cleaning the sewer mains in  
their area.

“I also encourage people to sign up to the 
Antenno app, which is regularly updated 
advising which streets we are working on.”
Antenno is a free mobile app that sends 
notifications and alerts - information is 
available at www.marlborough.govt.nz/
services/apps/antenno
When Council is working in your street, 
you're advised to keep the toilet seat down 
and put a towel under the seat lid while your 
area is worked on.
Mr Rooney said the objective of the cleaning 
programme is to find tree roots, blockages 
and pipes damaged by earth movement in 
the wastewater system.  A programme to 
repair any problems found will follow.
“Also, please don’t flush wet wipes down the 
toilet - they cause blockages because they 
don’t break down naturally. Please don’t 
put oil or fat down the sink either - it can 
accumulate into ‘fatbergs’ which block  
the pipes.”
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