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Pollard Park is set to bloom in spring 
with a colourful display of tulips.
Spring bulbs, including about 5,000 
tulips, have been planted by Council 
gardeners alongside annuals. During 
the last few weeks staff have been 

removing and composting autumn 
leaves, before moving on to pruning 
and tidying up the park.
Meanwhile, the beds in Seymour 
Square have been planted with a 
colourful mix of annuals.

Marlborough’s waterways have mostly 
been given a clean bill of health.
Each summer eight beaches and 
eight river swimming sites around the 
province are monitored with weekly 
samples analysed to assess health risk 
to swimmers.
Sites include Anakiwa, Picton Foreshore, 
Waikawa Foreshore, Pelorus River at 
Pelorus Bridge and Waihopai River 
at Craiglochart.
Council’s Environmental Scientist Steffi 
Henkel told a recent Environment 
Committee that 80 per cent of sites fell 
into the green, low risk category which 
was considered safe for swimming. 
“Our monitoring is important during 
summer when bacteria including 
campylobacter and e. coli can be 
detected if present.” 
“Higher levels of bacteria at certain 
locations, such as Robin Hood Bay and 
Rai Falls, were often caused by surface 
runoff from rainfall,” she said.
“Water quality in Marlborough is 
generally good but on rare occasions 
waterborne pathogens can make 
swimmers sick, which is why regular 
sampling of recreational water is 
carried out.” 
Individual sampling only showed 
information for a specific time and date; 
therefore data was combined over 
several summers and analysed. 
Collated data showed a marked 
improvement in three sites - Anakiwa, 
Picton and Pelorus, which were 
traditionally “safe”, Ms Henkel said. 
The Rai River at Rai Falls often had the 
highest bacteria levels but an 
assessment over 10 years showed 
significant reductions. The Te Hoiere 
Catchment Restoration Project aimed to 
improve water quality further. Likewise, 
trend analysis showed a significant 
reduction in bacteria 

Spring planting in progress

Improvements recorded at recreational 
bathing sites 

Youth Council Plan launched

Age-friendly Strategy adopted

Marlborough’s young people’s views are 
valued and should be considered in the 
development of policies and activities, 
and the new 2022 Youth Council Plan, 
presented to councillors by Community 
Partnerships Advisor Jodie Griffiths, 
reflects that.
The Plan, adopted by the Planning, 
Finance and Community Committee, 
is described by Ms Griffiths as “current 
and relevant.” It provides for continued 
leadership opportunities for youth 
including engaging with the Electoral 
Commission and providing a voice on 
community and health issues.
Ms Griffiths said it was important to get 
youth talking about changes that affect 
them. “We are exploring issues such 
as local government reform and NCEA 

changes,” she said.  
“It’s important young people’s views are 
considered in decision making to ensure 
we build a future that meets their current 
and future aspirations.”
Tools to encourage youth participation 
included the My Voice Youth website, 
Facebook and Instagram, and moves were 
underway to pitch for a TikTok account.
The Youth Council was established to get 
youth involved in civic and community 
activities. Each year it develops a plan 
aimed at achieving positive outcomes for 
young people in the community.
Twenty one students representing local 
colleges are selected as youth councillors 
and meet regularly throughout the year 
with Mayor John Leggett and councillors 
Jenny Andrews and Thelma Sowman.

Marlborough is set to become an age-
friendly community.
With nearly a quarter of Marlborough’s 
population aged 65 or over, our 
ageing profile is proportionally one of 
the highest regions in New Zealand, 
Community Partnerships Advisor 
Jodie Griffiths said at Council’s recent 
Planning, Finance and Community 
committee meeting.
“The ageing demographic will have a 
significant impact on the community 
in areas such as housing, accessibility, 
transport, workforce, ratepayer base and 
health services,” she said.
Following 12 months of data collection 
within the community and consultation 
with key stakeholders, an Age-
friendly Strategy was developed. It 
identifies eight areas that contribute 
to communities becoming age-
friendly including social participation, 
community support and social inclusion. 
“Having a strategy is important and 
this document is a starting point,” Ms 
Griffiths said. “It will be reviewed in 12 
months’ time.”
Ms Griffiths applauded the community 
for their input saying there was a 
huge amount of energy and enthusiasm 
for the project with a great deal of 
support from community organisations 
and those who work in the older 
person sector.
“A lot of work is being done in this area 
and it has been great to hear what 
others throughout the country are doing 
and make connections with other 
councils,” she said.  
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Bathers at Pelorus Bridge 

Councillor Jenny Andrews commended 
the report which she said was not just 
age-friendly but community-friendly. 
Councillor Cynthia Brooks agreed saying 
the document presented was “lovely.” 
“This is fabulous and all very exciting 
for the future,” she said.
The report was adopted and 
Marlborough will now seek 
accreditation as a recognised Age 
Friendly Community.
The Marlborough Age-Friendly Strategy 
is available on the Council’s website at 
www.marlborough.govt.nz

concentrations in the Taylor River 
at Riverside, mainly due to sewage 
infrastructure repairs since the Kaikoura 
earthquake in late 2016.
Ngakuta Bay and neighbouring 
Governors Bay showed notable 
increases in bacteria concentrations 
and will be further investigated so 
action could be taken to improve water 
quality. Ms Henkel said the Governors 
Bay levels pointed to visiting boats.
Sites will continue to be monitored next 
summer with the inclusion of Okiwi Bay 
and Mistletoe Bay which were omitted 
this season due to road closures.

Youth Council members speak to their submission at the recent Annual Plan hearings




