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The following meeting is open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
A copy of the agenda will be available 
online and at Council’s office,  
15 Seymour Street. 

Assets & Services Committee
 Thursday 14 July at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject to 
change, please contact the  
Committee Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 
for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetingsAwatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice

Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Improvements recorded at recreational bathing sites
Marlborough’s waterways have mostly been 
given a clean bill of health.
Each summer eight beaches and eight river 
swimming sites around the province are 
monitored with weekly samples analysed to 
assess health risk to swimmers.
Sites include Anakiwa, Picton Foreshore, 
Waikawa Foreshore, Pelorus River at Pelorus 
Bridge and Waihopai River at Craiglochart.
Council’s Environmental Scientist Steffi  
Henkel told a recent Environment Committee 
that 80 per cent of sites fell into the green, low 
risk category which was considered safe  
for swimming. 
“Our monitoring is important during summer 
when bacteria including campylobacter and  
e. coli can be detected if present.” 
“Higher levels of bacteria at certain locations, 
such as Robin Hood Bay and Rai Falls, were 
often caused by surface runoff from rainfall,” 
she said.
“Water quality in Marlborough is generally 
good but on rare occasions waterborne 
pathogens can make swimmers sick, which is 
why regular sampling of recreational water is 
carried out.” 
Individual sampling only showed information 
for a specific time and date; therefore data 
was combined over several summers and 
analysed.
Collated data showed a marked improvement 
in three sites - Anakiwa, Picton and Pelorus, 
which were traditionally “safe”,  
Ms Henkel said.
The Rai River at Rai Falls often had the highest 
bacteria levels but an assessment over 10 
years showed significant reductions. The Te 
Hoiere Catchment Restoration Project aimed 
to improve water quality further.
Likewise, trend analysis showed a significant 
reduction in bacteria concentrations in the 

Taylor River at Riverside, mainly due to sewage 
infrastructure repairs since the Kaikōura 
earthquake in late 2016.
Ngākuta Bay and neighbouring Governors 
Bay showed notable increases in bacteria 
concentrations and will be further investigated 
so action could be taken to improve water 
quality. Ms Henkel said the Governors Bay 
levels pointed to visiting boats.
Sites will continue to be monitored next 
summer with the inclusion of Okiwi Bay and 
Mistletoe Bay which were omitted this season 
due to road closures.

Bathers at Pelorus Bridge

Creatives cast Marlborough in a new light
The Sawmill Creative Society has 
its sights firmly set on growing 
Marlborough’s potential as a film and 
creative region.
Recently established with a board of ten 
members, the society is ready to take on 
the challenge of casting Marlborough as a 
fantastic destination in which to film, says 
Council’s Screen Marlborough Manager 
Dorien Vermaas.
Screen Marlborough, part of Council’s 
Economic Development Unit, was set up 
to attract productions and help support 
talent development in the region.
“Screen Marlborough has worked hard to 
support the establishment of the Sawmill 
Creative Society and it is fantastic to see 
it come to fruition,” Ms Vermaas said. 
“We have also supported the opportunity 
presented by 7 Waters Avenue, Blenheim 
now known as Sawmill Studios. This 
has included collaboration with the 
landlord and owners of the site to create 
a ‘hub’ for film makers, artists, writers, 
performers and creative teams, to get 
together and create,” she said. 
“Our message is that Sawmill Studios is 
open for business and it’s time to take a 
close-up look at Marlborough as a film 
destination - we’re film-friendly and here 
to support,” said Ms Vermaas.
The spacious film and television facility in 
Blenheim is set on a six-hectare site and 
includes one of the largest sound stages 
in New Zealand (3,796m2), covered 
workshops, production offices and an 

extensive back-lot where film makers 
can shoot outside scenes in an enclosed 
space. It also offers a smaller 900m2 
space for short films and music videos.
“This initiative has been warmly 
welcomed by the creative business 
community in Marlborough. It presents 
an opportunity for the creation of short 
movies, documentaries, music, art and a 
performance space,” said Ms Vermaas.
“If you’re a creative and have ideas 
about making use of the space, do 
get in touch with the Sawmill Creative 
Society for more information, via Screen 
Marlborough,” she said. 
Screen Marlborough has also launched 
a quarterly newsletter distributed to the 
New Zealand film trade.
The region has already secured its first 
movie world premiere with local feature 
Northspur set to screen on 1 September 
at Blenheim’s Event Cinemas.
Filmed exclusively in Marlborough, the 
action movie is about a man’s struggle 
to save his wife, set in a post-apocalyptic 
world. Producers Aaron Falvey and Justin 
Eade have made several short films but 
this is their first foray into a full-length 
feature film. Tickets go on sale in August. 
Go to Facebook and search ‘Northspur’ 
World Premiere to secure your ticket. 
For more information visit www.
marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
smart-business-marlborough/screen-
marlborough or email screen@
marlborough.govt.nz

Supporters from Marlborough’s creative sector at the inaugural meeting to form the new Sawmill 
Creative Society

Roll out the red carpet - the world 
premiere of Northspur is coming to 
Blenheim

Sawmill Studios is open for business

Age-friendly Strategy adopted
Marlborough is set to become an age-friendly 
community.
With nearly a quarter of Marlborough’s 
population aged 65 or over, our ageing 
profile is proportionally one of the highest 
regions in New Zealand, Community 
Partnerships Advisor Jodie Griffiths said 
at Council’s recent Planning, Finance and 
Community committee meeting.
“The ageing demographic will have a 
significant impact on the community in areas 
such as housing, accessibility, transport, 
workforce, ratepayer base and health 
services,” she said.
Following 12 months of data collection 
within the community and consultation with 
key stakeholders, an Age-friendly Strategy 
was developed. It identifies eight areas 
that contribute to communities becoming 
age-friendly including social participation, 
community support and social inclusion.
“Having a strategy is important and this 
document is a starting point,” Ms Griffiths 
said. “It will be reviewed in 12 months’ time.”
Ms Griffiths applauded the community for 
their input saying there was a huge amount 
of energy and enthusiasm for the project 
with a great deal of support from community 
organisations and those who work in the 
older person sector.
“A lot of work is being done in this area 
and it has been great to hear what others 
throughout the country are doing and make 
connections with other councils,” she said.  
Councillor Jenny Andrews commended the 
report which she said was not just age-
friendly but community-friendly. 

Councillor Cynthia Brooks agreed saying the 
document presented was “lovely.” “This is 
fabulous and all very exciting for the future,” 
she said.
The report was adopted and Marlborough 
will now seek accreditation as a recognised 
Age Friendly Community.
The Marlborough Age-Friendly Strategy is 
available on the Council’s website at www.
marlborough.govt.nz

Ballinger Park slide returns
Blenheim’s Ballinger Park's big yellow 
slide is back.
The popular piece of playground 
equipment was out of action while the 
fibreglass was resurfaced.
Parks and Open Spaces Officer Robert 
Hutchinson said since being installed 
more than 30 years ago, the slide had 
needed regular resurfacing. 
“It’s the most popular piece of locally-
made, bespoke play equipment in all of 
our playgrounds,” he said. “However, the 
amount of use it gets results in continual 
wearing of the surface.”
Various depths of fibreglass layers have 
been trialled, as well as sealant coats. Ballinger Park’s newly resurfaced big yellow slide

Youth Council Plan launched
Marlborough’s young people’s views are valued and should be considered in the 
development of policies and activities, and the new 2022 Youth Council Plan, presented 
to councillors by Community Partnerships Advisor Jodie Griffiths, reflects that.
The Plan, adopted by the Planning, Finance and Community Committee, is described by 
Ms Griffiths as “current and relevant.” It provides for continued leadership opportunities 
for youth including engaging with the Electoral Commission and providing a voice on 
community and health issues.
Ms Griffiths said it was important to get youth talking about changes that affect them. 
“We are exploring issues such as local government reform and NCEA changes,” she said.  
“It’s important young people’s views are considered in decision making to ensure we 
build a future that meets their current and future aspirations.”
Tools to encourage youth participation included the My Voice Youth website, Facebook 
and Instagram, and moves were underway to pitch for a TikTok account.
The Youth Council was established to get youth involved in civic and community 
activities. Each year it develops a plan aimed at achieving positive outcomes for young 
people in the community.
Twenty one students representing local colleges are selected as youth councillors  
and meet regularly throughout the year with Mayor John Leggett and councillors  
Jenny Andrews and Thelma Sowman.

Spring planting in progress
Pollard Park is set to bloom in spring with a colourful display of tulips.
Spring bulbs, including about 5,000 tulips, have been planted by Council gardeners 
alongside annuals. During the last few weeks staff have been removing and composting 
autumn leaves, before moving on to pruning and tidying up the park.
Meanwhile, the beds in Seymour Square have been planted with a colourful mix of annuals.

Pollard Park is set to bloom. Credit: Julian Cunningham

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Tribute to the Bee Gees & Queen
Bee Gees and Queen lovers will not want 
to miss this - Paul Madsen and band will be 
paying tribute with all of your favourites. 
Tickets are $25 and can be purchased from 
Clubs of Marlborough reception.
Fri 1 July; 7.00 pm
Clubs of Marlborough,  
42 Alfred Street, Blenheim

Marlborough Artisan Pop-Up 
Craft Market 
Get out of the cold and pop along to 
MYSpace to see some of Marlborough’s 
finest artisans and pick up some of the 
best arts, crafts, food and produce our 
region has to offer.
Sat 2 July; 10.00 am - 4.00 pm
MYSpace, 16 Kinross Street, Blenheim

Coming up…Marlborough Book 
Festival 2022
Tickets are selling fast for this year’s  
event, book quickly to secure your 
places to see the amazing line-up of 18 
acclaimed New Zealand authors across 26 
invigorating sessions.
Thu 7 - Sun 10 July
ASB Theatre Marlborough &  
Spy Valley Wines Cellar Door

New waste fees and charges
Council waste fees and charges are set to increase next month.
The fees and charges are reviewed each year and any changes implemented from 1 July.
The review covers inflation, contract costs, the carbon price for landfill, aftercare/reserve 
costs for landfill and legislative requirements such as the Waste Disposal Levy.
The current and new charges are available at www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/refuse/
waste-fees-and-charges

Rainfall and river data back online
Electrical repairs to the Mount Riley repeater were completed on 22 June.
The repeater was damaged in the electrical storm of 9 June when electrical circuits were 
shorted, possibly by a lightning strike.
The damage meant Council’s rainfall and Floodwatch data monitoring system was partially 
down and rainfall and river flow data for about one third of measuring sites was unavailable.
Data from all the monitoring sites is now up to date. 
Information is displayed at http://hydro.marlborough.govt.nz/

Be Council’s eyes and ears
Marlborough’s playgrounds, parks and open spaces are there for all to enjoy.
If you have found damage or seen someone acting suspiciously in an area where there 
is vandalism, please call the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400. Even after hours, the Council’s 
reserves ranger is available for urgent matters.
Safety is paramount so if you do come across someone intentionally damaging Council 
facilities, please call the Police on 111.

Youth Council members speak to their submission at the recent Annual Plan hearing
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