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Kenepuru meetings signal future road repairs and funding
Representatives from Waka Kotahi, 
Marlborough Roads Recovery Team and 
Marlborough District Council recently met 
with members of the Kenepuru community 
to discuss future roading repairs.
Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor, who chairs 
the Council’s Assets and Services 
Committee, opened proceedings, and 
welcomed the participants.
“It was great to see so many people 
turn out. Community feedback is really 
important for us to inform our programme. 
We have made a number of changes to our 
planned closures as a result of the recent 
meeting with the farming community 
here,” she said.  
She also thanked the local community.
“Everyone has had a challenging couple 
of years due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
To have your roading network severely 
damaged on top of that made things 
extremely difficult for everyone in 
the Kenepuru and in other areas of 
Marlborough, notably the Awatere Valley.” 
Director of Regional Relationships 
for Waka Kotahi, Emma Speight, 
acknowledged the collaboration with 
Council and the community’s patience on 
top of the economic and personal cost 
they were bearing.  
“The network is still fragile, so it is 
important we get these designs and 
repairs right.  Climate change and the 
increased intensity of storms is something 
we now have to factor into all our work  
and planning.”
“This is the second largest local 
roads recovery project undertaken in 
New Zealand, surpassed only by the 
Christchurch earthquakes’ recovery.”

“I’m pleased to say the Government, 
through Waka Kotahi, will fund 95  
per cent of the cost of this recovery, which 
is approximately $81M of the $85.3M total 
cost. I know this will come as a relief to the 
Mayor and Councillors and also the wider 
Marlborough community.”  
Marlborough Roads Recovery Manager 
Steve Murrin explained some of the 
planned construction timeframes 
expected over the coming months. 
“There has been some great progress 
made so far with more than 1,000 of the 
1,600-plus faults completed,”  
Mr Murrin said. 
He said they had identified four critical 
sites on Kenepuru Road with only one 
currently needing a hard closure. 
“We’ve tried to minimise the need for hard 
closures, where we close the road over 
consecutive days with no lunchtime or 
evening openings.” 
“Currently the only site identified as 
requiring a hard closure is Water Tank Slip 
at RP 20.5, just over 1km after Te Mahia 
Road turnoff.”
The Water Tank Slip was programmed for 
after Easter, so that there were no hard 
closures during the area’s busy season. 
The three other complex sites, RP 12.8 
500m before Mahau Road, the Torea 
underslip and Portage Heights, have been 
programmed to occur one after another 
from late June to early December.
The Marlborough Roads recovery works 
are all programmed to be completed by 
June 2023.

Clearing the slip above Tara Bay

Outdoor burning - if you need to light do it right
Outdoor burning is mainly used to deal with waste wood from gardens and land use 
changes but it often produces smoke and odour that can harm people’s health and cause a 
nuisance. Outdoor fires can also affect property and the environment.
To minimise the negative effects of smoke, odour and air pollution from outdoor burning 
the Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan (PMEP) has specific zone rules. Fire and 
Emergency New Zealand (FENZ) can also impose fire restrictions at any time of the year.
Before you light an outdoor fire remember to:
1.    Check the PMEP Zone Rules summarised in Outdoor Burning Factsheet on the Council’s 

website: https://bit.ly/3MpjR77
2.  Check the current fire season status and whether you need a fire permit at:  

www.checkitsalright.nz
3.  Check whether you are in the Blenheim airshed - under the National Environmental 

Standard for Air Quality (NESAQ) you cannot have an outdoor fire within the Blenheim 
airshed, even if you have a fire permit issued by FENZ. To find out if you’re located in the 
Blenheim airshed visit: https://bit.ly/3MtrhpF

If you comply with the rules, there are further steps to take to ensure your fire causes the 
least effect on people and the environment. Check out the Council’s Outdoor Burning Good 
Practice Guide for more hints and tips: https://bit.ly/3O1L8O1
One of the simplest tips to ensure fires burn with as little smoke as possible is to make sure 
that the material being burnt is very dry. 
Never burn prohibited materials - these release toxic chemicals and metals into the air which 
can have serious health effects and contaminate land.
But before you light, can you recycle? Blenheim has a green waste facility which can take 
this material and make it into compost which can be recycled back to the land. Learn more 
about this service at: https://bit.ly/3NwO85c

Blenheim Ward councillor receives QSM
Twenty-four years of service for seniors 
and local government has culminated in 
a Queen’s Service Medal for Blenheim 
Ward councillor Jenny Andrews.
A councillor since 1998, Jenny has spent 
more than two decades committed 
to working with and advocating for 
Marlborough’s older community. 
She was elected deputy mayor with 
Gerald Hope as mayor from 1998 to 2001 
and served again as deputy from 2007 to 
2013 with Alastair Sowman. 
Jenny also served on several committees 
during that time including the Older 
Person’s Forum and Housing for Seniors 
and has worked to improve accessibility 
and mobility for Marlborough’s seniors 
throughout her time on Council.
She has also been a member of 
Alzheimer’s Marlborough, a Trustee of 
Marlborough Housing for the Elderly  
Trust since 2004, and a Patron of both 
Age Concern Marlborough and Senior 
Citizens Marlborough.
Mayor John Leggett says the award 
recognises Jenny’s decades of service  
to the Marlborough community and is 
richly deserved. 

“Jenny is a strong contributor in her 
role as a councillor, particularly in her 
advocacy in matters affecting our 
seniors. She is respected by her fellow 
councillors, council management and 
staff. We are all proud of her,”  
Mayor Leggett said.

Award winner turns the tide on wilding pines
Marlborough Sounds Restoration Trust is 
leading the way in getting rid of wilding 
pines and bringing back the native bush.
Their 20-year project won the 
Landscape/Habitat Enhancement and 
Supreme Awards in the 2021 Cawthron 
Marlborough Environment Awards, 
and 60 people joined a boat trip at the 
weekend to see the work first hand.
Trust Chairman John Hellstrom 
highlighted the importance of strategic 
planning for getting funding and the 
community on board. Trust contractors 
drill holes in every pine tree and inject 
herbicide so the tree dies and falls 
gradually without spreading seed. 

As the pines die, the native bush returns. 
The Trust is expanding its efforts to pest 
control to stop deer, goats and possums 
from destroying the regenerating bush. 
Judges were impressed at how the Trust 
has worked with Sound's residents, 
industry groups, Council and DOC to 
achieve great results for the environment. 
The Environment Awards are supported 
by Marlborough District Council, with 
Morgans Road Nursery sponsoring the 
Landscape and Habitat Enhancement 
Award. The Supreme Award is sponsored 
by Marlborough Research Centre and 
Plant & Food Research.

A large group came on board to see the work of the Marlborough Sounds Restoration Trust at the 
Marlborough Environment Awards field day

A hillside of treated pine trees, Maraetai Bay

Spread the word on World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
If you see something, say something. That 
was the message yesterday, Wednesday 15 
June on World Elder Abuse Awareness Day.
Community Partnerships Advisor Jodie 
Griffiths says it is hard to imagine that 
anyone would deliberately want to harm 
an elderly person, but unfortunately elder 
abuse is a problem in every community.
“It is timely to spread the word this week 
about this form of abuse. Some instances 
of elder abuse are intended to exploit the 
person financially. We have all heard of 
fraudulent schemes targeting seniors,”  
Mrs Griffiths said.
“In other cases, it’s negligence - for 
example when caregivers don’t provide 
the basic necessities, like nutritious 
food, appropriate medication, safety or 
assistance with hygiene,” she said.
“Sometimes the elderly become  
isolated which can leave them vulnerable to 
abuse. Groups like the Tōtara Club provide 
older people with a safe, warm and friendly 
place to socialise.” Mrs Griffiths said.

The Tōtara Club, run by Enliven Positive 
Ageing Services, operates in Blenheim and 
Picton. It offers day activity programmes to 
maintain interests and skills, meet others 
and share activities and experiences in the 
community. Transport is provided as well  
as home cooked morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon tea.
There are currently spaces available so if 
you’re interested, or know someone who 
might be, please contact Presbyterian 
Support on Ph: 03 577 9005 or email 
marlborough@psusi.org.nz 
If you suspect elder abuse, for help or  
more information contact Maataa Waka  
on Ph: 03 577 9156 or Age Concern on  
Ph: 03 579 3457.

Dog registration forms delivered
Forms for the new registration year have been sent to all dog owner’s last known addresses. 
The dog registration year runs from 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023 and all dogs over three 
months old must be registered.

Category Annual fee

Category One (non-working dog must be desexed and 
microchipped and have no infringement notice for the last  
2 years i.e. since 1 July 2020)

$62

Category Two (non-working dog which does not meet Category 
One criteria and includes menacing dogs)

$92

Old dog (category for dogs over 12 years old as of 1 July 2022) $46

Dangerous dog $138

Working dog 
10+ working dogs (for each extra dog)

$22
$11

Please let Animal Control know if:
•  ownership of your dog changes
•  your dog leaves the district
•  you have a change of address
•  your dog dies
If you have any questions please Contact Animal Control on Ph: 03 520 9033 or email: 
animalcontrol@xtra.co.nz.
This is a public notice in accordance with section 37(6) of the Dog Control Act 1996.
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Raw Comedy Night June
Do you consider yourself one of the funny 
folk? Here’s your chance to test it out on 
stage with a live audience - all you need is 
five minutes of original material. R18 event.
Thu 16 June: 8.00 pm
Clubs of Marlborough,  
42 Alfred Street, Blenheim

The following meeting is open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
A copy of the agenda will be available 
online and at Council’s office,  
15 Seymour Street. 

Council 
 Thursday 30 June at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject to 
change, please contact the  
Committee Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 
for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.
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Havelock Lions Shortest Day 
Market
Popular annual indoor market offering 
books, jigsaws, produce, honey, plants, 
crafts and more. Funds raised will be 
donated to the Lions’ Club International 
Fund for the people of Ukraine.
Sat 18 June: 9.00 am - 1.00 pm
Havelock Town Hall,  
Cnr Main Road and Inglis Street

Crop Swap
Monthly get-together giving you the 
chance to connect with like-minded 
backyard gardeners to swap and share 
food and produce. Spread the word and 
bring your friends, family and neighbours.
Sat 18 June: 2.00 pm - 4.00pm
Crossroads Café,  
2 Redwood Street, Blenheim

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Raw Comedy Night June
Do you consider yourself one of the funny 
folk? Here’s your chance to test it out on 
stage with a live audience - all you need is 
five minutes of original material. R18 event.
Thu 16 June: 8.00 pm
Clubs of Marlborough,  
42 Alfred Street, Blenheim

Havelock Lions Shortest  
Day Market
Popular annual indoor market offering 
books, jigsaws, produce, honey, plants, 
crafts and more. Funds raised will be 
donated to the Lions’ Club International 
Fund for the people of Ukraine.
Sat 18 June: 9.00 am - 1.00 pm
Havelock Town Hall,  
Cnr Main Road and Inglis Street

Crop Swap
Monthly get-together giving you the 
chance to connect with like-minded 
backyard gardeners to swap and share 
food and produce. Spread the word and 
bring your friends, family and neighbours.
Sat 18 June: 2.00 pm - 4.00pm
Crossroads Café,  
2 Redwood Street, Blenheim

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:1w1mps0ir17q9sgxanf9/hierarchy/Documents/Services/Compliance%20Factsheets/Compliance%20Factsheets%20-%20Burning/GD2021-34_Outdoor_Burning_FACTSHEET_V3.pdf
https://www.checkitsalright.nz/
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/pollution/burning-waste/are-you-in-the-blenheim-airshed
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