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The following meeting is open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
A copy of the agenda will be available 
online and at Council’s office,  
15 Seymour Street. 

Council 
 Thursday 30 June at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject to 
change, please contact the  
Committee Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 
for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Council decisions on Annual Plan 2022-23

Council confirmed its funding priorities for 
its Annual Plan 2022-2023 last week, after 
considering 78 submissions from the public.
Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor, who chaired 
the meeting and hearings said after careful 
consideration the Council had managed to 
keep this year’s proposed rates increase to 
5.39 per cent, which would be confirmed at 
the Council meeting on 30 June. 
“As noted by Mayor John Leggett at the 
beginning of our public consultation process, 
this year’s proposed rates increase is driven 
by external factors outside our control - 
inflation, new Government requirements and 
higher labour and supply chain costs, which 
are impacting on all councils.” 
“Our budget for the coming year maintains 
current levels of service with a $83.4M 
capital expenditure programme focused on 
delivering core infrastructure, our highest 
ever level.”
“It was pleasing to receive requests 
from such passionate members of the 
Marlborough community. While each request 
is important to the submitter, Council has to 
take a helicopter view of needs and benefits 
across the region,” Deputy Mayor Taylor said.
“It’s always challenging to manage the 
community’s desire for increased levels 
of service and project funding whilst also 
keeping a lid on rates increases, a task  
that is much more difficult in the current 
financial environment.”
“Council is very conscious of the impacts 
of Covid-19 and general cost increases on 
people’s pockets. We have sought to keep 
this year’s rate increase to a minimum and 
tightened our belts, supporting a relatively 
small number of initiatives,” Deputy Mayor 
Taylor said.
Councillors supported funding for the 
following projects (GST exclusive): 
•  $30,000 to Destination Marlborough for 

a one-off grant to support offshore travel 
trade promotion, with Tourism New Zealand

•  $2,748 to Business Trust Marlborough to 
cover its CPI increase 

•  $5,000 increase in annual funding  
to the Cawthron Marlborough  
Environment Awards 

•  $3,000 annual grant to the Spring Creek 
Residents and Ratepayers Association for 
hall maintenance 

•  $6,500 increase to the Flaxbourne Settlers 
Association operating grant

•  $20,000 one-off grant to the Marlborough 
Community Vehicle Trust to assist with 
increased Blenheim to Nelson health 
transfer operating costs

•  $4,000 annual increase to the Picton 
Historical Society to account for  
CPI increase

•  $13,000 for one year, subject to further 
review next year, to the Graeme Dingle 
Foundation Marlborough for the Career 
Navigator programme

•  $1,000 annual increase to the Blenheim 
Community Patrol to assist with increased 
community patrol operating costs

•  $1,540 annual increase to the Okiwi Bay 
Ratepayers Association to assist with 
reserve maintenance

In addition councillors agreed to support 
some requests, subject to additional project 
funding being secured, including: 
•  $31,689 one-off funding to the Marlborough 

Heritage Trust to cover one-third of the 
maintenance work cost on the Edwin Fox 
subject to the Trust securing two-thirds 
lotteries grant funding 

•  $100,000 to Picton Dawn Chorus for 
traps and other equipment. Councillors 
encouraged Picton Dawn Chorus to discuss 
with DOC options to change their Jobs for 
Nature funding criteria to enable the partial 
purchase of traps and equipment

•  Up to $250,000 to the Flaxbourne Heritage 
Trust to complete the construction of the 
proposed heritage centre, but subject to all 
other necessary funding being raised by the 
Trust and confirming their costings

A number of other requests were referred to 
Council committees for further consideration, 
including a request from Rangitāne o 
Wairau for $110,000 for feasibility work for 
a proposed Cultural Heritage Centre - Ngā 
Wairau o Ruatere, which received strong 
support from councillors. A number of 
building maintenance requests from the 
Flaxbourne Settlers Association totalling 
$9,739 were referred to the Small Townships 
Programme Sub-Committee.
The other new initiatives the Council 
proposed in its consultation were largely 
supported by public submissions and are set 
out below. The majority will be funded from 
Reserves and so will not impact on rates.
•  $831,400 over four years for upgrades and 

improvements for community facilities and 
playgrounds in Blenheim, Picton, Renwick 
and Havelock 

•  $70,000 of funding to cover operational 
costs at Lansdowne Sportshub 

•  One off $100,000 operating grant  to  
the Marlborough Heritage Trust in  
2022-23; the Trust manages and operates 
the Marlborough Museum and archives  
at Brayshaw Heritage Park, and the  
Edwin Fox 

•  $250,000 for amenity upgrades in 
Marlborough’s smaller towns through the 
Small Townships Programme

•  $125,000 to implement the Government’s 
new National Policy Statement (NPS) on 
Freshwater Management for three years

•  $50,000 for building capacity and capability 
to implement the NPS on Freshwater 
Management - Te Mana o te Wai -  
for three years

•  $150,000 to support potential 
rezoning variations for housing and 
other developments to the Proposed 
Marlborough Environment Plan

•  Increase in staff remuneration budgets 
to remain competitive in the challenging 
employment market ($562,000), and 
additional personnel in Emergency 
Management, Human Resources and Rivers 
to meet increased workloads - $150,000

A $100,000 proposal to lift Picton Foreshore 
and Shelly Beach maintenance to premier 
park status was supported by councillors 
but the expenditure withdrawn until 
landscape design is completed and costed. 
The landscape work will be carried out by 
Council’s Gardening Team, which designs 
and maintains Council’s premier parks at 
Seymour Square and Pollard Park.  
“This is an economical way for Council to 
take this project forward, using in-house 
resources,” Deputy Mayor Taylor said. 
Rates for the coming year will be set at the 
Council meeting on Thursday 30 June and 
come into effect on 1 July.

Community celebration in Havelock
The Havelock community gathered together last Saturday to celebrate the completion of the 
upgrade to Neil Street and the Domain.
The $1.1M makeover has seen the creation of a new pocket park, replacement of retaining 
walls, new road surfacing to Neil Street, improved pedestrian access to the Domain, 
landscaping, upgrades to stormwater and watermain services, and sealing the Havelock 
Domain Pavilion car park and access way to residential properties.
At the same time the Domain, Havelock’s community hub, has benefitted from several 
upgrades programmed to coincide with the Neil Street project. 
These include resurfacing the tennis and netball courts and a new skate pump track.
Mayor John Leggett joined the Havelock community to mark the project’s opening by cutting 
the ribbon. 
“It’s fantastic to see all of the work come to fruition and the space become more useable - 
the makeover has made the area almost unrecognisable,” Mayor Leggett said.
“A special thanks to the Havelock Community Association who have been the driving force 
behind it.”
The Parks and Open Spaces team 
started work on the project by 
shifting the tennis courts back and 
providing a skate park  
area, whilst also resurfacing the 
tennis and netball courts.
Projects and Contracts Manager 
Maighan Watson said a huge 
amount of work has since been 
undertaken to see this project, which 
was delivered by Crafar Crouch 
Construction, come together.
“It’s a great example of collaboration 
by a number of Council teams, 
with the Havelock Community 
Association. It was led by Parks 
and Open Spaces, with assistance 
from Marlborough Roads, the Small 
Townships Programme and the 
Assets and Services Department, all 
of whom contributed funding,”  
Ms Watson said.

Mayor John Leggett cut the ribbon in front of excited young 
Pelorus Rugby Club players, with Parks and Open Spaces 
Manager Jane Tito looking on

Bringing rivers into schools
The floods in July 2021 had an impact across Marlborough and now students at Rapaura 
School have a better understanding about its causes and our region’s protection measures.
Council Rivers Project Engineer Andy White says the ‘Rivers to Schools’ initiative is a  
key part of Council’s community programme under the three-year $5M Government and 
Council co-funded Resilient River Communities Wairau River Flood Protection Scheme. 
“This project is now entering its third and final year having already delivered three new 
rockhead groynes on the Wairau Plain and significant rock armouring upstream of Renwick,” 
said Mr White. 
“Rivers to Schools is a community initiative which enables us to bring rivers into schools using 
stream tables. These are an interactive educational tool used to demonstrate the changing 
nature of streams and rivers as they erode and deposit sediments along a landscape,” he said.
“When coupled with an inquiry-based approach to education, they provide opportunities for 
pupils to experiment with the landscape to see what changes occur in real time. Work of this 
nature is extremely important to our Marlborough community. It creates knowledge which will 
have benefits for future generations,” he said.
Using a stream table Mr White designed and built, he was able to interactively teach the year 
three and four students. “Several classes ended up attending due to the interest it generated 
across the school. It was particularly relevant for students whose homes had experienced 
flooding in July 2021,” he said.
The stream tables help students learn about how rivers form their pathways, how the Wairau 
Bar was created, how braided rivers are formed, how stopbanks are breached, the speed 
rivers flow, where stopbanks are needed and the importance of flood prevention and 
protection, among other topics.
“Everyone enjoyed both the challenges 
of putting together the table and all of the 
experiments,” said Mr White, who followed 
up the hands-on experiments with a school 
tour of the Lower Wairau. 
“The response from pupils, teachers, and 
parents has been extremely positive with 
the children producing a book of thank you 
letters, and a film of their experiences,”  
he said.
Fifty five river projects nationwide received 
funding as part of the Government/
Kānoa - Regional Economic Development 
& Investment Unit-administered Climate 
Resilience River Management Flood 
Protection Programme.
For further information go to:  
www.resilientrivers.nz

Rivers Project Engineer Andy White with Rapaura 
School students

Getting the best from your woodburner
With shorter days and longer nights upon 
us many Marlburians are turning to their 
woodburners to keep them cosy over the 
winter months.
But are you getting the best from your 
woodburner? Make sure you follow these 
five steps to help your burner keep your 
home warm and comfortable.
1.  Ensure the wood you are burning is 

really dry. Wet wood results in the 
burner drying out the wood instead of 
releasing heat into your home

2.  Get your flue professionally cleaned 
and burner checked. A burner with 
worn or faulty parts and a flue that  
is filled up with last year’s residues  
won’t work efficiently and could be a 
fire hazard

3.  Use lots of paper and small dry kindling 
or pine cones to start your fire 

4.  Let the fire take hold before you add 
more, and larger, pieces of wood

5.  After 15 minutes pop outside and check 
your chimney - if you are burning right 
the fire will be burning hot with minimal 
smoke visible 

If your burner is getting on in years, it 
probably isn’t working efficiently, and you 
will be burning more wood to generate 
the same heat. Burners that are 15 years 
or older should be replaced and those 
installed before September 2005 are no 
longer permitted in the Blenheim airshed.
For more information check out the  
Council’s Burn Right Fact sheet at:  
https://bit.ly/3xwhA4j

Central office space available for community groups
Are you a non-profit community group 
providing services for the people of 
Marlborough, and do you need a place to 
call home?
If so, the Marlborough Community Centre 
Trust has a deal for you!
The Trust operates the Marlborough 
Community Centre building in Alfred Street 
and has four empty offices it is keen to find 
tenants for.
Council’s appointee on the Trust, volunteer 
Jim Sampson, says the building offers an 
affordable space for non-profit organisations 
and is a fantastic opportunity for community 
groups to have a home of their own. “We 
do not charge market rental and rates are 
negotiable,” he said.
Two of the empty offices available are on 
the ground floor and two larger offices are 
on the second floor.
“Tenancies are ideally for 12 months 
but we have had tenants in for less by 
arrangement,” Mr Sampson said.

Rental covers electricity, heating, rates, 
insurance and cleaning of communal  
areas, which includes two kitchenettes and 
toilets. Each room has a heat pump and 
access to wi-fi. 
“Tenants are responsible for insurance  
for their own equipment, rubbish disposal 
and setting up their own telephone,”  
Mr Sampson said.
The building also has a meeting room which 
is available for all tenants to use. Outside 
groups including commercial enterprise may 
use this for $15 per hour.
The Trust, established in 1995, operates the 
building and has four trustees. “Rent from 
the office spaces is designed to cover the 
cost of running the building - the Trust itself 
is non-profit,” Mr Sampson said.
Current tenants include Citizen’s Advice 
Bureau, Greypower and Age Concern.
For more details contact Jim Sampson at: 
jimfredsam@gmail.com

Council services on Matariki - Friday 24 June
Council’s Blenheim office will be closed from 
5.00 pm on Thursday 23 June and reopen on 
Monday 27 June at 8.00 am. 
Please note that the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre is also closed on Wednesdays 
between 12.30 pm and 1.30 pm.
Opening times for transfer stations, the 
Resource Recovery Centre, Greenwaste 
Acceptance Facility, composting and the 
landfill on Matariki are:
Transfer stations
Blenheim
Friday 24 June - 8.00 am to 4.30 pm
Picton
Friday 24 June - 8.00 am to 4.00 pm
Havelock
Friday 24 June - 8.00 am to 2.00 pm
Rai Valley
Friday 24 June - 9.00 am to 12.00 pm
Seddon and Wairau Valley transfer stations 
will be closed on Friday 24 June.

Resource Recovery Centre and Greenwaste 
Acceptance Facility
Friday 24 June - 8.00 am to 4.30 pm
Landfill
Friday 24 June - 8.00 am - 12.00 pm
Kerbside rubbish bag and recycling 
collections 
Rubbish bags and recycling crates normally 
collected on Fridays will be collected on 
Thursday 23 June.
Please make sure your bag and crate is out 
on the kerb by 7.30 am.
Marlborough District Libraries 
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim)  
and Picton Library and Service Centre will  
be closed on Friday 24 June but will re-open 
as usual on Saturday 25 June from 10.00 am - 
4.00 pm and Sunday 26 June from  
1.00 pm - 4.00 pm.
Bus services
Bus services will not operate on Matariki. 
Weekend services will operate on Saturday 
25 and normal weekday services resume on 
Monday 27 June.

Marlborough  
Events
follow-me.co.nz

Matariki: Rarangi Viewing & 
Breakfast
Join the Marlborough Youth Trust team at 
Rarangi for a Matariki viewing before heading 
back to MySpace for morning kai. Free 
transport available. All ages welcome.
Thu 23 June: 5.15 am - 7.30 am
Millennium Rock, Rarangi &  
MySpace, 18 Kinross Street, Blenheim

Waikawa Marae - Mākete o te pō 
Matariki 
Celebrate our community this Matariki at 
this wonderful event offering local arts  
and crafts, delicious kai, bouncy castle, 
kapa haka performances, activities for 
tamariki, free health checks for whānau and 
live entertainment.
Fri 24 June: 3.00 pm - 7.00 pm
Waikawa Marae,  
210 Waikawa Bay Road, Picton

Hiwa - Wairau
Celebrate Matariki and our wellbeing with 
an afternoon of entertainment, kapa haka, 
games, bouncy castles and more. Fun for 
the whole family!
Thu 23 June: 1.00 pm - 6.00 pm
Seymour Square, Blenheim

Temporary partial road closure - 2 July 2022  -  
Marlborough Combined Colleges’ Formal
On Saturday 2 July from 5:00 pm until 8:00 pm the following portion of roads will be 
partially closed (in one direction) for the Marlborough Combined Colleges’ Formal: 
•  Grove Road (not SH1): Alfred Street intersection to Auckland Street
•  Auckland Street: Grove Road intersection to Hutcheson Street intersection 
•  Hutcheson Street: Auckland Street intersection to the entranceway of the 

Marlborough Events Centre and Clubs of Marlborough
•  The section of the Clubs of Marlborough inner drop off zone: Hutcheson Street to 

Russell Terrace
During the period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand 
Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the 
period of closure.
This notice is hereby given under Section 342 of the Local Government Act 1974.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, 
Ph: 021 923 536.

JOHN LEGGETT
MAYOR

https://www.resilientrivers.nz/
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:1w1mps0ir17q9sgxanf9/hierarchy/Documents/Services/Compliance%20Factsheets/Compliance%20Factsheets%20-%20Burning/GD2021-34_Domestic_Woodburning%E2%80%93Burn_Right_FACTSHEET-v3.pdf
mailto:jimfredsam%40gmail.com?subject=

