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He korero no te Kaunihera o Wairau 

NEWS FROM THE MARLBOROUGH  
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Mayor John Leggett and councillors 
are this week considering submissions 
to the 2022-23 Annual Plan Update.
A Special Hearing Committee made 
up of all councillors and the Mayor 
heard from some of the 56 submitters 
yesterday, and will hear from the 
remaining submitters in the Council 
Chambers today. A total of 75 
submissions were received from the 
public during the consultation period 

in April and May.
The Annual Plan Update summarises 
the key projects and programmes the 
Council plans to deliver in the 2022-
23 financial year. It’s developed in 
consultation with the community.
The final 2022-23 Annual Plan is 
scheduled to be adopted on 30 June 
2022, once deliberations are complete.
For further details go to: https://bit.ly/
AnnualPlanSubmissionsHearings

Airsheds are legally designated air 
quality management areas identified 
as having poor air quality that do 
not meet the National Environmental 
Standards for Air Quality.
Creating an airshed around such areas 
means councils can better manage air 
quality issues and introduce specific 
rules if required. 
In Marlborough we have one 
designated airshed covering 
Blenheim’s urban area. As is the case 
for many towns in New Zealand, the 
main air pollutant here is particulate 
matter, specifically particulate matter 
smaller than 10 millionths of a metre 
(PM10). The source of these particles 
is primarily domestic fires.
It is important to note that under the 
National Environmental Standards 
for Air Quality open air fires are not 
permitted within the Blenheim airshed, 
even if you have a fire permit issued 
by Fire and Emergency New Zealand.
The Proposed Marlborough 
Environment Plan (PMEP) also has 
specific rules associated with the 
airshed to improve air quality such as:
• Open fires can no longer be

installed in private dwellings within
the Blenheim airshed

• Woodburners that were installed
prior to 1 September 2005 are no
longer permitted and should be
replaced

• Any discharge from a brazier must
not occur during the months of
May, June, July or August

For the full set of the PMEP rules 
and other advice on air quality 
check out the Council’s burning fact 
sheets at www.marlborough.govt.
nz/environment/compliance-service/

Annual Plan Update hearings this week

Airsheds - what are they and how 
could they affect you?

Mural enhances aviation celebration at 
Liz Davidson Place 

Local elections - are 
you enrolled to vote?

If you’ve been to Liz Davidson Place 
in central Blenheim recently you would 
have noticed the impressive new mural 
- a nod to Marlborough’s aviation and 
farming history.
Completed by renowned street artist Guy 
Ellis (Dcypher) the mural breathes life into 
the concrete wall and gives a voice to one 
of Marlborough’s many aviation stories. It 
depicts sheep farmer John Clervaux Chaytor 
floating over his farm in a hot air balloon in 
1906 throwing fistfuls of grass seed into the 
air in what is thought to be the world’s first 
aerial seed sowing.  
Blenheim Business Association (BBA) 
coordinator Caroline Stone says the large 
scale mural, which is most prominent 
as you approach from Charles Street, 
compliments the scaled replica of the Avro 
504K aeroplane that was installed in Liz 
Davidson Place in January.
“We chose Liz Davidson Place as a spot 
where Marlburians can celebrate our 
region’s rich aviation heritage. The scaled 
replica aeroplane which was flown by 
Captain Euan Dickson in the first ever 

crossing of the Cook Strait in 1920 has 
been a huge hit with the public - especially 
the littlies who are enjoying the CBD’s first 
playful element.”
Ms Stone says aviation stories like those of 
Captain Dickson will be able to be told in 
much more detail when a digital kiosk is 
installed on the site later in the year. 
“Locals and visitors will be able to use the 
kiosk to select a story they are interested 
in. They will be able to scroll through and 
find out more about our region’s special 
people and stories. This kiosk will capture 
Marlborough’s character and stimulate 
conversation,” Ms Stone said.
The Liz Davidson Place mural is the next 
link in the BBA’s mural trail. Over the last 12 
months many of central Blenheim’s concrete 
walls have been brought to life by well-
known street artists - the Green Gecko wall 
by Hakuna Matata café, the Karearea falcon 
on the western wall of the UFS Pharmacy, 
the Opaoa mural at the Wynen Street 
pocket park, the Beaver at Twelfth Lane, 
and Marlborough Seabirds and 
Pekapeka-tou-roa, both on Kinross Street.

With the local elections coming up on 
Saturday 8 October now is a good time to 
check whether you’re enrolled to vote. 
To enrol or update your details you’ll need 
to fill in an enrolment form. Go online at: 
www.vote.nz or phone 0800 36 76 56 to 
ask for a form to be sent to you.
Local elections are held by postal vote 
so you need to be enrolled at the right 
address to receive your voting papers in 
the mail.

The area covered by the Blenheim 
airshed is shown here, shaded in red

compliance-service-fact-sheets
If you’re unsure whether your property 
is in the airshed, it’s important to 
check before you light a fire outdoors. 
Type your address in the Blenheim 
airshed Smart Map at
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/
pollution/burning-waste/are-you-in-
the-blenheim-airshed

The Liz Davidson Place mural is the next link in the mural trail. Over the last year 
seven large murals have transformed what were once blank concrete walls


