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Grand Lion’s Book Fair
The Blenheim and Beavertown Lions Clubs’ 
Grand Book Fair is back! Come and browse 
through thousands of books, puzzles, 
DVDs and jigsaws and help raise funds for 
local community projects.
Thu 9 to Sun 12 June 
Thu to Sat: 9.00 am - 4.00 pm;  
Sun: 9.00 am - 3.00 pm
Waterlea Racecourse,  
Linton Street Entrance, Blenheim

More FM Mid Winter Swim 
Don’t pack away the togs just yet - get 
your friends and family together and 
join the More FM team as they take the 
annual winter plunge at the ‘refreshing’ 
Picton Foreshore.
Sat 11 June; 1.00 pm
Picton Foreshore

Mt Vernon Grand Traverse
Choose your challenge - will it be an 18km 
hill run up Mt Vernon, an 11km fun run/walk 
or the 2km kids’ challenge this year?
Sun 12 June; 10.00 am
Redwood Street Gateway Car Park, 
Redwood Street, Blenheim

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice

The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at Council’s office,  
15 Seymour Street. 
Council 
 Monday 13 June at 9.00 am

Environment Committee
 Wednesday 15 June at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
 Thursday 16 June at 9.00 am
Assets & Services Committee
 Thursday 16 June at 1.00 pm
Times and dates are subject to change; 
please contact the Committee Secretary,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer  
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Wairau Aquifer water availability improves
The Wairau Aquifer Freshwater Management 
Unit (FMU) allocation status has recently 
changed from over allocated to having 
allocation available. This change is a result 
of recent water take permit expiries and the 
application of reasonable use calculations 
through the provisions of the Proposed 
Marlborough Environment Plan (PMEP). 
Mayor John Leggett said Council had always 
been focussed on managing Marlborough’s 
water resources sustainably.
“The new Proposed Marlborough 
Environment Plan (PMEP) has an allocation 
framework in place to provide for 
sustainable water abstraction and use. That 
framework incorporates allocation limits on 
the amount of water that can be taken from 
any water resource,” Mayor Leggett said.
In some cases, including for the Wairau 
Aquifer FMU, the grant of water permits in 
the past has caused the PMEP allocation 
limit to already be exceeded. The Council 
is required to resolve all over allocation. 
For the Wairau Aquifer FMU, the PMEP sets 
out that this is to be achieved by ensuring 
allocation does not exceed reasonable 
demand when re-consenting existing takes 
of water. In the meantime, no water permits 
authorising new demand could be granted. 
Mayor Leggett said that the reasonable use 
test is applied to applications.
“It ensures that the amount of water 
allocated does not exceed that reasonably 
required to irrigate pasture or a crop, taking 
into account the climate and soils that exist 
on the property. Bespoke, property-specific 
allocations are a key part of the strategy  
for achieving efficient use of water  
across Marlborough.”
“The application of the reasonable use test 
for existing takes of water from the Wairau 
Aquifer FMU has, as intended, also made a 
contribution to resolving the over allocation 
of water from the aquifer.”

“It’s good news that within a short period of 
time the Council has been able to resolve 
over allocation for the Wairau Aquifer FMU. 
It means that the taking of water from the 
aquifer for new demand is not a prohibited 
activity at this time.” 
“Resolving the over allocation and providing 
the ability to allocate water to new activities 
supports economic growth and also the 
environmental sustainability of our region,” 
he said.
Water permit applications are considered 
on a first come, first served basis. People 
should check with the Council about 
applications that are currently in the system 
to determine the likely availability of water  
to allocate.
In the future Council intends to include 
information on its website about the 
allocation status for FMUs, which will reflect 
their status at the time of publishing. 
To read the Allocation of Freshwater 
Resources section of the PMEP, which 
includes provisions to address over 
allocation, go to section 5.5. All the chapters 
are available at www.marlborough.govt.
nz/your-council/resource-management-
policy-and-plans/proposed-marlborough-
environment-plan
Please note the current version is the 
‘Appeals Version.’

Mural enhances aviation celebration at Liz Davidson Place
If you’ve been to Liz Davidson Place in 
central Blenheim recently you would have 
noticed the impressive new mural - a nod to 
Marlborough’s aviation and farming history.
Completed by renowned street artist Guy 
Ellis (Dcypher) the mural breathes life into 
the concrete wall and gives a voice to one of 
Marlborough’s many aviation stories. 
It depicts sheep farmer John Clervaux 
Chaytor floating over his farm in a hot air 
balloon in 1906 throwing fistfuls of grass 
seed into the air in what is thought to be the 
world's first aerial seed sowing.  
Blenheim Business Association (BBA) 
coordinator Caroline Stone says the large 
scale mural, which is most prominent as you 
approach from Charles Street, compliments 
the scaled replica of the Avro 504K 
aeroplane that was installed in Liz Davidson 
Place in January.
“We chose Liz Davidson Place as a spot 
where Marlburians can celebrate our 
region’s rich aviation heritage. The scaled 
replica aeroplane which was flown by 
Captain Euan Dickson in the first ever 
crossing of the Cook Strait in 1920 has 
been a huge hit with the public - especially 
the littlies who are enjoying the CBD's first 
playful element.”
Ms Stone says aviation stories like those 
of Captain Dickson will be able to be told 
in much more detail when a digital kiosk is 
installed on the site later in the year. 
“Locals and visitors will be able to use the 
kiosk to select a story they are interested 
in. They will be able to scroll through and 
find out more about our region’s special 
people and stories. This kiosk will capture 
Marlborough’s character and stimulate 
conversation,” Ms Stone said.

The Liz Davidson Place mural is the next  
link in the BBA’s mural trail. Over the last  
12 months many of central Blenheim’s 
concrete walls have been brought to life by 
well-known street artists - the Green Gecko 
wall by Hakuna Matata café, the Kārearea 
falcon on the western wall of the UFS 
Pharmacy, the Ōpaoa mural at the Wynen 
Street pocket park, the Beaver at Twelfth 
Lane, and Marlborough Seabirds and 
Pekapeka-tou-roa, both on Kinross Street.

The Liz Davidson Place mural is the next link in 
the mural trail. Over the last year seven large 
murals have transformed what were once blank 
concrete walls

Annual Plan Update hearings this week
Mayor John Leggett and councillors are  
this week considering submissions to the 
2022-23 Annual Plan Update.
A Special Hearing Committee made up of 
all councillors and the mayor heard from 
56 submitters in the Council Chambers on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. A total of  
75 submissions were received from the 
public during the consultation period in April 
and May.
The Annual Plan Update summarises the  
key projects and programmes the Council 
plans to deliver in the 2022-23 financial year. 
It’s developed in consultation with  
the community.
The final 2022-23 Annual Plan is scheduled 
to be adopted on 30 June 2022, once 
deliberations are complete.
For further details go to: https://bit.ly/
AnnualPlanSubmissionsHearings

Annual Plan 
Update
2022-23

Marlborough facilities shortlisted in architecture awards
Blenheim’s new sportshub and 
three public toilet upgrades have 
been shortlisted in the Nelson and 
Marlborough Architecture Awards 2022.
Te Kāhui Whaihanga New Zealand  
Institute of Architects (NZIA) recently 
released a shortlist of 15 projects for this 
year’s awards. 
The Lansdowne Sportshub is shortlisted 
in the ‘Commercial Architecture’ category.
Designed by Arthouse Architects, built 
by Robinson Construction and funded 
by Council, the state-of-the-art building 
provides a central administration facility 
and change rooms for several sporting 
codes. A bar, kitchen, function area, 
equipment storerooms, umpire rooms and 
a tuck shop are also incorporated.
“This is a wonderful, high-quality facility 
and new home for Marlborough’s netball, 
rugby, touch, beach volleyball and 
softball clubs. The project has come to 
fruition thanks to the dedicated work of 
many people and organisations. Arthouse 
Architects and the team from Robinson 
Construction, plus a wide range of  

sub-contractors, have done a superb job,” 
Mayor Leggett said at the recent opening.
In the ‘Public Architecture’ category, 
three toilet upgrades located at Seymour 
Square in Blenheim, Havelock and 
Anakiwa have been nominated.
Also designed by Arthouse Architects, 
Council part-funded the toilets, with 
a 50 per cent contribution from the 
Government’s Tourism Infrastructure  
Fund (TIF).
Public Conveniences portfolio holder 
Councillor Jenny Andrews says all three 
were ageing concrete block with  
basic facilities. 
“The new toilets are designed to provide 
high quality facilities to serve our 
communities and visitors well for a long 
time,” Clr Andrews said.
“Accessibility and user safety were 
important design considerations, as 
was the provision of seating around the 
outside to allow a place to rest or wait for 
others,” she said.
The winners will be announced on Friday 
29 July.

Public toilet upgrades at Seymour Square 
(pictured with Councillor Jenny Andrews), 
Havelock and Anakiwa made the shortlist

The state-of-the-art Lansdowne Sportshub 
is shortlisted in the Nelson and Marlborough 
Architecture Awards 2022

Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Function Fee (GST Inclusive)
New registration for a template food control 
plan or a business subject to a national 
programme.
Each additional site under the same 
registration.

$270 fixed fee (includes processing of 
application and providing education for 
applicant)
$154 per hour spent on processing 
application or educating applicant after 
the first two hours
$50 per site

Renewal of registration
Each additional site under the same 
registration.

$115 fixed fee 
$50 per site

Amendment to registration
Amendment or significant change to 
registration of food control plan based on a 
template issued by MPI or a business subject 
to a national programme.

$115 fixed fee

Verification
Verification including site visits, corrective 
action follow up, correspondence and 
documentation for template food control 
plans.

$154 per hour

Compliance 
Complaint driven investigation resulting in 
enforcement action.

$154 per hour

Monitoring
Monitoring for food safety and suitability.

No charge

Reschedule of verification 
Operator fails to be on site for scheduled 
verification or operator reschedules 
verification without reasonable cause within 
48 hours of appointment.

$115 fixed fee
Travel charge if appropriate

Travel charge
The zone map is available on the Council 
Smartmaps website for Licensed Premises - 
select the Food Premises Travel Zone layer.

•  Zone One - no travel fee
•  Zone Two - $53
•  Zone Three - $90
•  Zone Four - $260
•  Zone Five - actual travel costs incurred

Disbursements Actual cost

MARLBOROUGH EVENTS GUIDE

Pick up your copy from Marlborough District Council
FOLLOW-ME.CO.NZ1 JUNE - 31 AUGUST 2022

Food Act fees
The following fees have been confirmed by Council for charges under the Food Act 2014, 
from 1 July 2022.

Airsheds - what are they and how could they affect you?
Airsheds are legally designated air quality management areas identified as having 
poor air quality that do not meet the National Environmental Standards for Air Quality.
Creating an airshed around such areas means councils can better manage air quality 
issues and introduce specific rules if required. 
In Marlborough we have one designated airshed covering Blenheim’s urban area. As 
is the case for many towns in New Zealand, the main air pollutant here is particulate 
matter, specifically particulate matter smaller than 10 millionths of a metre (PM10). The 
source of these particles is primarily domestic fires.
It is important to note that under the National Environmental Standards for Air Quality 
open air fires are not permitted within the Blenheim airshed, even if you have a fire 
permit issued by Fire and Emergency New Zealand.
The Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan (PMEP) also has specific rules 
associated with the airshed to improve air quality such as:
•  Open fires can no longer be installed in private dwellings within the Blenheim airshed
•  Woodburners that were installed prior to 1 September 2005 are no longer permitted 

and should be replaced
•  Any discharge from a brazier must not occur during the months of May, June, July  

or August
For the full set of the PMEP rules and other advice on air quality check out the 
Council’s burning fact sheets at www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/compliance-
service/compliance-service-fact-sheets
If you're unsure whether your property is in the airshed, it's important to check before 
you light a fire outdoors. Type your address in the Blenheim airshed Smart Map at 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/pollution/burning-waste/are-you-in-the-blenheim-
airshed

Local elections - are you enrolled to vote?
With the local elections coming up on Saturday 8 October now is a good time to check 
whether you’re enrolled to vote. 
To enrol or update your details you’ll need to fill in an enrolment form. Go online at: 
www.vote.nz or phone 0800 36 76 56 to ask for a form to be sent to you.
Local elections are held by postal vote so you need to be enrolled at the right address 
to receive your voting papers in the mail.
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