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Under the Red level of the Covid-19 traffic 
light system the following meetings are 
open to the public but with capacity limits 
based on one metre physical distancing and 
mask wearing. 
A recording of each meeting and a set of 
draft minutes will be uploaded to Council’s 
website as soon as practicable. The draft 
minutes are an unofficial record until 
confirmed by a subsequent Council meeting.
Copies of the agendas will be available at 
Council’s Office, 15 Seymour Street or online 
at: www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
meetings

Environment Committee
Thursday 17 March at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
Thursday 24 March at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Enjoy an evening of live Arabic, Celtic, funk, 
soul and Gypsy jazz music at Picton’s Little 
Theatre. Tickets are strictly limited, secure 
your places today.
Sat 12 March: 7.00 pm - 9.30 pm 
Picton Little Theatre,  
9 Dublin Street, Picton

Alpaca Social Club with special 
guest Cousin Alice

Head along to Seddon’s monthly market 
featuring South Marlborough artisans and 
produce, a car boot sale, demonstrations 
and buskers, with a different local charity 
showcased and supported each month. 
Sun 13 March: 12.30 pm - 3.00 pm 
‘The Green’, 8 Mills Street, Seddon

Seddon’s Market on The Green

Please note, during these times of uncertainty events are subject to change  
at short notice. Please contact organisers directly for the latest information.

Council approves loan for Waitohi Picton ferry precinct  
redevelopment 
At a special Council meeting on Friday 
afternoon Councillors decided to raise a 
loan of up to $110 million and on-lend it 
to Port Marlborough to finance its share 
of the Waitohi Picton Ferry Precinct 
Redevelopment, subject to a number  
of conditions.
Mayor John Leggett said after considering 
public submissions, Councillors decided that 
the best option was for the Council to raise 
the loan through its existing arrangement 
with the New Zealand Local Government 
Funding Agency, which specialises in 
financing the local government sector. 
“If Port Marlborough had sought financing 
through private lending, the interest rate 
would have been quite a lot higher. That 
means it would have taken longer to service 
the loan and also lowered the dividends the 
Council receives from the Port each year,” 
he said.
“I want the public to know that this is a very 
good deal for Marlborough ratepayers and 
residents. The loan will not increase rates 
or costs for ratepayers. In fact it will do the 
opposite and progressively increase the Port 
dividend paid to Council by up to $3 million 
a year for the next 10 years, and see the loan 
repaid within 30 years.”
The decision to go ahead with the loan was 
subject to: 
•  Council being satisfied with the legal 

agreements between KiwiRail and Port 
Marlborough 

•  The agreement of KiwiRail to fund the 
Dublin Street overbridge (less any subsidy 
from Waka Kotahi NZTA)

•  Agreement being reached between 
KiwiRail, Port Marlborough and Council on 
the upgrade of the Waitohi River culverts

Mayor Leggett said the new ferries and 
the redeveloped ferry precinct will bring 
significant benefits to Picton and the wider 
Marlborough community.

“The new ferry precinct will strengthen 
Waitohi Picton as the gateway to the South 
Island and a hub for the Marlborough 
Sounds. It will improve connections with 
State Highway 1 and will enable KiwiRail to 
carry more freight in and out of the  
South Island.”
He noted the Cook Strait crossing is a 
strategic national asset connecting the  
North and South Islands, providing the vital 
key for New Zealand's freight, transport and 
tourism infrastructure. 
“The ferries are also significant economically  
for Marlborough and the upper South Island.  
Each year, the Cook Strait ferries operate 
over 6,000 services, transport over one 
million passengers, 400,000 cars and up to 
three million lane metres of freight. Those 
numbers are forecast to increase.” 
“They also provide a tourism experience 
bringing in money, visitors and supporting 
jobs in Waitohi Picton. Freight tonnage 
in New Zealand is expected to increase 
significantly and KiwiRail sees the rail 
network playing a role in supporting  
this growth.”
“I look forward to seeing this exciting project 
take shape,” he said. 
Twenty six submissions from the public were 
received. The consultation period ran from 
17 December 2021 to 4 February 2022 and 
included hearings. 
The public were excluded from today’s 
meeting because the Council needs to 
continue without prejudice or disadvantage, 
negotiations (including commercial and 
industrial negotiations) as provided for under 
Section 7(2)(i) of the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987
However, all non-commercially sensitive 
information from the meeting is available at 
https://bit.ly/FerryTerminalRedev
For more information about the project visit 
www.irex.co.nz

New sweeper gets streets gleaming
Marlborough Roads have a new team member - of the four-wheeled variety. 
The new footpath sweeper, Schmidt Swingo 200+, arrived in January and has already been 
hard at work. The new addition not only sweeps but can also scrub to get streets gleaming. 
Marlborough Road’s Cyclic Maintenance Supervisor Paul Southey says the new machine 
has a separate detergent and clean water supply tanks, a recycling water supply tank and 
a scrubber head which allow the machine to wash the cobbles in both the Blenheim and 
Picton CBDs.
“The difference is similar to using a ‘Rug Doctor’ to clean the carpets at home, as opposed to 
trying to sweep them with a broom,” Mr Southey said.
“The previous machine had more than 9,000 hours on the clock, whereas this Schmidt is 
brand new so has a much stronger suction function and the new integrated water blaster 
affords a much more powerful cleaning tool,” he said.
Assets and Services Chair, Councillor Nadine Taylor, said it was fantastic to see that the new 
machine had “hit the pavement”.
“This increased level of service which goes beyond the normal contract is something that 
the business associations and retailers of Blenheim and Picton were really keen to see,”  
Clr Taylor said.
“I have seen it in action on London Quay in Picton and am impressed with its 
manoeuvrability - it’s going to be able to get into every nook and cranny and this will result in 
much cleaner streets in our main CBDs,” she said.
Gary Mills, the machine’s full-time operator, is also impressed with the machine’s four-wheel 
steering capabilities, meaning it can manoeuvre into tight spots such as those found on 
Blenheim’s Queen Street. 
Marlborough Road’s Contract Manager Grant Bennett says it has taken over 12 months for 
the unit to reach Marlborough from Germany, due to various shipping hold ups, so it’s great 
to get it on the streets at last.
“It’s going to make a huge difference to the cleanliness level that we can achieve, especially 
on the footpath cobbles,” Mr Bennett said. 
“The machine isn’t just better for the streets but also for the environment. The machine’s air 
circulation system reduces harmful particles by up to 70 per cent and water is re-circulated in 
the system to reduce consumption,” he said.
Marlborough Roads are on the network 365 days a year covering Blenheim, Picton and 
Redwoodtown’s town centres as part of their joint venture contract with Waka Kotahi and the 
Marlborough District Council.

Survey on smoking and vaping in public spaces
Council wants to hear your views on smoking and vaping in Marlborough’s public spaces as 
it prepares a new policy on the public areas that should be smokefree and vapefree. 
Parks and Open Spaces Planner Linda Craighead says the new policy, which will be 
developed by Council, the Cancer Society and Nelson Marlborough Health, will aim to 
improve health and wellbeing by reducing exposure to second hand smoke in public places. 
“Feedback gathered from the community through the survey will help us ensure we reflect 
the views of Marlburians in the policy.”
“The policy will also help support the Government’s goal of a Smokefree Aotearoa by 2025,” 
she said.
Ms Craighead says it’s important to note that the Council’s policy is not enforceable; rather 
it’s an aspirational goal that would see less than five per cent of Marlborough’s resident 
population currently smoking, as well as a range of smokefree and vapefree public places 
across the district.
To share your views, complete the survey via Council's 
website before it closes on Thursday 31 March:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SmokefreeMarlborough 
Once drafted, the policy will be shared with the community 
for consultation when people will also have the opportunity 
to make a submission.
If you have a question about the proposed policy please 
email: SmokefreePolicy@marlborough.govt.nz

Changes at Blenheim Waste Sorting Centre
From this Monday, you will notice changes designed to speed up the waste disposal process 
at the Waste Sorting Centre in Blenheim. 
They include the installation of a new camera system that allows the weighbridge system to 
record vehicle registration plates. 
Solid Waste Manager Alec McNeil says this new system will, in time, replace the need for a 
printed ticket at the weighbridge on the way in and should speed up transaction times at the 
weighbridge on the way out.
Another new feature will be handheld tablets like an iPad that site attendants will use to 
record items such as tyres, clean fill, general waste, Council bags and so on, Mr McNeil said.
“When you arrive at the ‘out’ weighbridge the new system will already have updated and  
will show you a display of what you brought to site - a bit like the display that you see at a 
fast-food drive-through. This should make transactions slightly quicker,” he said.
“We will be testing this new system in March and April so please help the attendants when 
they approach you for information. Once we are confident that the new system is working as 
intended, we will then provide further updates,” Mr McNeil said.
The public is advised to use the greenwaste facility as normal. “We will update you in the 
future about how the greenwaste site will be incorporated into the new system,” he said. 

Muller Road water services upgrade complete
Critical infrastructure upgrades to 
wastewater, stormwater and water mains in 
Muller Road are complete.
Projects Engineer Mike Cooper says 
the $3.4M project is an integral part of 
Blenheim’s 30-year infrastructure upgrade 
strategy to replace old, undersized and 
leaking pipes and to simultaneously 
increase the system’s capacity.
The upgrade has seen 600m of new 
watermain and wastewater pipes, and 900m 
of stormwater pipes laid along Muller Road, 
including pipes connecting to all properties. 
“The wastewater mains were leaking and 
needed replacement and Council decided 
to upgrade and replace the stormwater and 
water supply piping at the same time to ‘do it 
once and do it right’,” Mr Cooper said.
With the help of Marlborough Roads, 
the residents of Muller Road have also 
benefitted from the new sealing of the road 
and footpaths to a higher standard than 
before, he said.
Local contractor Fulton Hogan was engaged 
to undertake the works. “We priced, 
tendered and have now finished delivering 
the project,” said Contract Manager  
Dave Grigor.

“Our message to the residents and 
businesses of Muller Road is ‘thank you, we 
are finished’. We hope you enjoy your new 
road and the peace and quiet,” Mr Grigor 
said. “The residents and businesses of 
Muller Road have been great. I’d also like 
to thank our team who have worked on the 
project for the past year.”
A core team of 10 worked on the upgrade 
which has also included multiple  
sub-contractors, many of them local, and 
some specialists from outside the region.

Council Projects Engineer Mike Cooper (left) and 
Fulton Hogan Contract Manager Dave Grigor say 
they are appreciative of Muller Road residents’ 
support through the year-long infrastructure 
upgrade

An artistic view of Fulton Hogan installing a 
precast concrete stormwater chamber during the 
upgrade

Including Covid preparedness in your emergency planning
The earthquake we experienced recently is a reminder that natural events can happen at 
any time, even when we are managing the impacts of Covid-19 on the community. 
It’s a good time to add masks and hand sanitiser to your emergency grab bag. If you need 
to evacuate from your home, don’t hesitate to do so. As part of your planning, think about 
where you could go, and make sure you take all the steps possible (such as wearing a face 
mask) to keep yourself and other people safe.  
It’s not too late to be vaccinated or to receive your booster shot; both these steps will keep 
you and the people you care about safer in an emergency response.
For more information about how to get ready 
for an emergency and how to include Covid 
preparedness in your planning, go to:  
www.getready.govt.nz

Current Covid restrictions may prevent some larger events going ahead, but there is still lots going 
on around the region to keep you entertained over the next few months. Check out the new digital 
Marlborough Autumn Events Guide for all the details:  
https://v3au.zone-secure.net/drive/5063/.FMAutumn2022/

Reminder - Commercial Events Fund closes on Monday
Round Two of the 2021/2022 Commercial 
Events Fund closes on Monday 14 March.
This Fund was established to help create 
economic benefit to Marlborough by 
attracting new events and helping to build 
on existing ones. Council’s Commercial 
Events Fund sub-committee considers the 
applications and there is up to $130,000 per 
year available for allocation.
To be eligible, commercial events 
must be held within the Marlborough 
District boundaries. Community events, 
conferences, conventions, trade shows 
and exhibitions are not eligible. Funding 
is granted on an annual basis but it does 
not mean that all funds must be distributed 

each year. Past applicants who have been 
unsuccessful may re-apply.
Key dates:
•   Applications close: 5.00 pm on Monday 14 

March 2022
•   Funding decision by: 5.00 pm on Friday 8 

April 2022
Applications must be completed via 
Council’s website:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/
events/commercial-events-fund
Any enquiries can be directed to Council’s 
Regional Events Advisor, Samantha Young,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email:  
events@marlborough.govt.nz

Food Act 2014 proposed fees
Council is proposing changes to fees for businesses registered under the Food Act 2014.  
To view the full Statement of Proposal visit https://bit.ly/FoodActFeesProp 
Feedback is welcome before the submission period closes at 5.00 pm on Friday  
1 April 2022.
Any enquiries should be made to Council’s Environmental Health Team on Ph: 03 520 7400 
or email environmentalhealth@marlborough.govt.nz

Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

The sealing of the road marks the conclusion of 
more than a year’s work at Muller Road 

Check out all the amazing events taking place 
in Marlborough this Autumn at follow-me.co.nz
Check out all the amazing events taking place 
in Marlborough this Autumn at follow-me.co.nz

Councillor Nadine Taylor with Marlborough Roads’ newest team member in Picton recently - the 
Schmidt Swingo 200+ 
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