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Sounds News He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need  
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Exciting ‘Challenge’ for Picton next 
summer
It’s been a challenging time for events across New Zealand, but a new 
challenge is heading Marlborough’s way in February 2023 - and it’s one 
the region welcomes.
Ten Events Ltd have announced that The Summer Challenge Women’s Adventure Race 
2023 will be held in Picton from 24 to 26 February. This will see approximately 1,200 
people descend on the seaside town, bringing an estimated economic benefit of more 
than $500,000 to Marlborough.
Owner operator of Ten Events Ltd Nathan Fa’avae, himself a six-time adventure racing 
world champion and past winner of Eco Challenge - the World’s Toughest Race, says 
he is thrilled to announce Picton as the host location for the 2023 Summer Challenge 
Women’s Adventure Race. 
“The iconic event moves to a new location each year and after Lake Tekapo in 2022, 
I believe Picton is the ultimate location to follow. It’s another adventure mecca and 
contrasts nicely,” Mr Fa’avae said.
“The Marlborough Sounds is such a wonderful and diverse area, I know teams from all 
around the country will be excited to be on the start line of this one,” he said.
Mayor John Leggett welcomed the news, saying it was “brilliant” for Marlborough. “Our 
tourism sector, including many businesses in Picton, has had its fair share of its own 
challenges these past two years due to Covid. I am thrilled for the town and for the 
region,” he said.
Council’s Regional Events Advisor Samantha Young agrees, saying this event 
will provide a great economic boost for the region as well as provide a wonderful 
opportunity to showcase Marlborough.
“Picton and the Marlborough Sounds are the perfect backdrop for the Summer 
Challenge with a multitude of wonderful tracks and trails to challenge the participants, 
as well as plenty of activities for them to enjoy with their supporters pre- and  
post-event,” she said.
The Summer Challenge Women’s Adventure Race started in 2021 and is the ‘sister’ 
event of the well-known Spring Challenge. It features the disciplines of kayaking, 
mountain biking, scenic hiking and orienteering navigation with three, six and nine-hour 
event options.
The event was secured through Council’s Bid Fund.
For more information go to: www.summerchallenge.co.nz 

Resident passes ‘out the window’ for 
Kenepuru Road
Access for residents and property owners along the Kenepuru Road 
turns a corner as the Marlborough roads recovery continues.
From Friday 11 March the status of Kenepuru Road changes to Restricted Public Access 
following the passing of a safety audit. This means resident passes will no longer  
be required.
Residents’ vehicles will need to meet the following restrictions - combined vehicle 
length under 8m, combined weight under 12 tonne, width under 2.5m - and the vehicle 
cannot be classed as a Heavy Commercial Vehicle.
Marlborough Roads Manager Steve Murrin says this is a big step forward for residents 
and property owners in the area. 
“However, access is restricted for some larger vehicles as they cannot safely navigate 
areas of the road,” Mr Murrin said. “If residents or property owners have a vehicle which 
does not meet the restrictions, and there is an essential need, they can request access.”
“We will accommodate as many as we can. However some vehicles won’t physically fit 
on the road so will need to use the barge service, which is subsidised by the Council,” 
he said.
Anyone in this situation should email the Marlborough Roads Recovery team on 
recovery@marlboroughroads.com. They will need to include the dimensions of their 
vehicle, registration number, business name, date of travel and reason for travel.
“Residents and property owners should still plan ahead if they need to travel on 
Kenepuru Road and people should continue to expect delays,” Mr Murrin said. 
“Our teams are making great progress, but works are always dependent on the weather. 
There will still be daytime road closures when needed for repair works to be completed. 
We will send out notifications in advance of these,” he said. 
The guardhouse will remain at its current location, approximately 1km past the Onahau 
Road turnoff, to monitor the road and ensure restrictions are kept.
There is currently a daytime road closure on Moetapu Bay Road from 8.30 am to 4.00 
pm Monday to Friday, and another will start on Kenepuru Road from 21 March from 
8.00 am to 5.00 pm. The Kenepuru Road closure will be located between Moetapu and 
Ohingaroa Bays. Traffic is allowed through both sites between 12.00 pm and 12.30 pm.  
Marlborough Recovery Manager Dean Heiford says the dissolution of the Resident Pass 
system for Kenepuru Road is a milestone well worth celebrating. 
“We are thankful for the support of residents and property owners during what has 
been a difficult time,” Mr Heiford said. He also extended his thanks to the Marlborough 
Roads Recovery Team and its roading crews working in the area. 
“Council’s barge subsidy is still available for vehicles that are too large to use the road. 
Our water/air transport subsidy that provides financial assistance to residents and 
visitors will also remain in place until the end of April,” he said. “It’s great to see the 
wheels of progress turning.”
For the latest roading information visit: nzta.govt.nz/projects/marlborough-roads-recovery/

Marlborough Roads Recovery Team members survey soil anchors between Portage and Black 
Rock, on Kenepuru Road
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