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As the planning of Blenheim’s new dog park 
progresses, Council wants to hear from the 
community and dog owners on how they 
think the space should be set out.
Animal Control Contract Manager Jane 
Robertson says the new dog park, that will be 
located up the Taylor Pass to the south and 
west of George Conroy Drive, is currently a 
blank canvas. 
“This is a really exciting opportunity for us to 
work with the community and dog owners to 
create a space that is going to appeal to their 
four-legged friends,” she said.
“We’d like to find out whether owners want to 
see agility equipment included, and if so what 
kinds, or whether dog lovers would prefer the 

space to be left as a natural area that’s more 
in keeping with the natural environment. We 
also want to find out whether dog owners 
want designated spaces for different sized 
dogs,” Ms Robertson said.
“We’ve seen the success of the Renwick Dog 
Park and now that we are bringing a similar 
concept to Blenheim, we want to ensure it 
suits the needs of dogs and their owners. Of 
course, we will need to work within approved 
budgets but we would also like the park to 
align with what the community is looking for,” 
she said.
If you’d like to have your say, please email 
your suggestions to mdc@marlborough.govt.
nz before 5.00 pm on Friday 29 April.

Share your ideas for Blenheim’s new dog 
park design 

Council wants to hear your views on 
smoking and vaping in Marlborough’s 
public spaces as it prepares a new 
policy on the public areas that should 
be smokefree and vapefree. 
Parks and Open Spaces Planner 
Linda Craighead says the new policy, 
which will be developed by Council, 
the Cancer Society and Nelson 
Marlborough Health, will aim to 
improve health and wellbeing by 
reducing exposure to second hand 
smoke in public places. 
“Feedback gathered from the 
community through the survey will 
help us ensure we reflect the views of 
Marlburians in the policy.”
“The policy will also help support the 
Government’s goal of a Smokefree 
Aotearoa by 2025,” she said.
Ms Craighead says it’s important to 
note that the Council’s policy is not 
enforceable; rather it’s an aspirational 
goal that would see less than five 
per cent of Marlborough’s resident 

Councillors voted unanimously at 
last week’s Assets and Services 
Committee to begin the process to 
remove a 95-year-old manna gum tree 
(Eucalyptus viminalis) from Blenheim’s 
Rema Reserve. 
Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor, who 
chairs the committee, said its 
recommendation was based on 
professional arborist reports, a survey 
of residents and the Council’s own 
Tree Policy 
“Our recommendation for removal 
will go to the full Council meeting 
on 7 April,” she said. “Because the 
tree is a Notable Tree in the Council’s 
Proposed Marlborough Environment 
Plan (PMEP), it will require a resource 
consent for it to be removed, so there 
is some way to go on this process yet.” 
“Based on the expertise provided by 
three arborist reports, we believe the 
tree poses a safety risk to users of the 
reserve and should be removed.”
She noted the most recent arborist 
report had identified a developing 
pattern of branch failure and that the 
latest failure had occurred even after 
work had been undertaken to reduce 
the load on the branch.  
“Council received a request for the 
removal of the tree from a local 
resident who was concerned about 
falling tree debris. The resident also 
expressed concern about the safety of 
reserve users, especially children who 
may play near the tree.”
“Following the request, Council 
consulted with nearby residents and 
the wider community. The feedback 
received was assessed against the 
provisions of Council’s Tree Policy.” 
“Eighty-nine responses were received, 
59 from residents and 30 from the 
public. Forty-two residents and five 
members of the public sought removal 
of the tree, while 16 residents and 25 Our four-legged friends enjoying some time out at the Renwick Dog Park 

Survey on smoking and vaping 
in public spaces

Committee votes to remove  
Rema Reserve gum tree 

population currently smoking, as well 
as a range of smokefree and vapefree 
public places across the district.
To share your views, complete the 
survey via Council’s website before 
it closes on Thursday 31 March: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
SmokefreeMarlborough 
Once drafted, the policy will be shared 
with the community for consultation 
when people will also have the 
opportunity to make a submission.
If you have a question about the 
proposed policy please email: 
SmokefreePolicy@marlborough.govt.nz

public wanted its retention.” 
The tree is listed as a Notable Tree 
189 in the PMEP, recognised as 
contributing to historical, cultural, and 
environmental values in the district. 
Only trees that are deemed significant 
and meet specific criteria become 
listed. Listing a notable tree provides 
a higher level of tree protection, 
with a resource consent required to 
significantly prune or remove a tree. 
The committee heard that up to 
$2,500 had been spent each year since 
2014 as a risk mitigation strategy to 
maintain the tree, which had included 
pruning, branch bracing and putting 
a fence around its base to discourage 
people from going too close. 
The arborist reports had found 
recurring failures of tree branches 
and that this was ‘somewhat likely’ to 
continue. Councillors noted the cost 
of the tree’s maintenance would go a 
long way to planting new trees in the 
district.
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Our country’s landfills are a finite resource and 
Government policy designed to ‘reduce, reuse 
and recycle’ continues to hit people where it 
hurts - their wallet.
Council has just completed its annual review 
of waste fees and charges and last week the 
Assets and Services Committee considered 
a series of recommendations, all involving 
increased charges.
The committee approved an ‘across the board’ 
rise to recover all costs associated with the 
increase in the Government’s Waste Disposal 
Levy, the landfill carbon price, landfill aftercare/
reserve provisions, and contract escalations 
from user pays (gate fee) contributions, as 
well as an amendment to the kerbside refuse 
collection targeted rate. 
Assets and Services Manager Richard 
Coningham told the committee this is largely 
driven by Government increases in the Waste 
Disposal Levy and emissions trading scheme. “It 
is a cost recovery exercise for Council,” he said.
The Government has confirmed that the Waste 
Disposal Levy will increase from $23.00 per 
tonne to $34.50 per tonne (GST inclusive). This 
accounts for 41.9 per cent of the overall landfill 
gate fee increase.
“Cost recovery for these increases needs 
to be made via increased gate fees and an 
amendment to the kerbside refuse collection 
targeted rate, in line with Council’s user pays 
policy,” Mr Coningham said.
Council has signalled for some time now that 
the public’s reliance on dumping their rubbish 
in landfills is going to become an increasingly 
expensive habit.

Blenheim Ward Councillor Michael Fitzpatrick, 
who holds this portfolio, says Government 
continues to use price hikes to persuade 
people to dump less and recycle, reduce, and 
repurpose more.
“There is no alternative to these revised waste 
fees and charges as they are initiated by 
Government legislation, designed to support a 
policy of landfill avoidance,” Mr Fitzpatrick said. 
“Any attempt to reduce the impact of these 
changes would undermine this policy. Instead, 
people need to be encouraged to focus on 
reduction, reuse, and recycling, to limit the 
amount of material sent to landfill,” he said. 
Changes to what people pay for waste will be 
dependent on the type and amount of rubbish 
people take to the transfer stations or landfill. 
The tonnage rate at the Bluegums landfill will 
increase by $27.44 per tonne (including GST) 
The average cost for disposing of general waste 
at the transfer stations or waste sorting centre 
will increase by around $3.50 per visit (this will 
vary for trailer loads)
The average cost of grass disposal will increase 
by 28 per cent; grass and greenwaste charging 
will revert to tonnage once the weighbridge 
upgrades are completed by June 2022
The coin skip charge will increase by $1.00. 
This equates to a 25 per cent increase. The 
revised coin skip charge will now be $5.00 (GST 
inclusive)
The new waste fees and charges will take effect 
from 1 July 2022 subject to ratification at the 
next full Council meeting. 
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Waste dumping charges rise to 
encourage behaviour change 
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