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With the finishing touches added and 
landscaping due to be completed next month, 
the final whistle is set to sound on the new 
Lansdowne Park Sportshub project.
The new facility includes toilets and change 
rooms for netball, rugby union, touch rugby 
and softball, as well as office space a kitchen, 
function area, equipment storerooms, umpire 
rooms and a tuck shop.
Facility Manager Regan Russell says over the 
past month the new Sportshub has welcomed 
local sports user groups who will be permanently 
located at the facility, and the feedback has 
been great. 
“The organisations that have moved into the hub 
have been impressed with the facility and are 
already seeing the advantages of operating in a 
shared space,” Mr Russell said.

With environmentally-friendly features like 
energyand water saving features and a wellness 
area that provides additional space and automation, 
future-proofing the facility was a key focus of the 
project. Councillor Michael Fitzpatrick, who holds 
the Community and Sports Centres portfolio, says 
whether you play sport or are a supporter, the 
state-of-the-art building will benefit the 
wider community.
“We are very fortunate to have a facility of this kind 
here in Marlborough that will meet the needs of 
our community for many years to come,” he said. 
A project for locals, carried out by locals, Robinson 
Construction began work on the building in 
2020. While the project was delayed due to 
Covid-19, it helped to create employment through 
the construction supply chain, with local excavators, 
builders, block layers, roofers, plumbers, electricians, 
painters and landscapers all contributing.

If you’re part of a rural sports club or 
team or involved in the arts, now is the 
time to apply for funding through the 
Sport NZ Rural Travel Fund or the Creative 
Communities Scheme Local Arts Fund 
before applications close at 5.00 pm on 
Friday 4 March.
The Sport NZ Rural Travel Fund aims 
to encourage youth (5 to 18 years) in 
rural areas to participate in local 
sports competitions.
Community Partnerships Advisor Jodie 
Griffiths said the funding is available to 
rural sport clubs and rural school teams 
with young people who need help to fund 
their transport costs to local competitions 
in Marlborough.
For more information or to apply visit: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/
grants-and-awards/sport-nz-rural-travel-
fund  
“The Creative Communities Scheme Local 
Arts Fund aims to increase access and 

participation in local arts activities,” Mrs 
Griffiths said.
“Individuals or groups can apply to this fund 
for support for materials for arts activities 
or programmes, venue or equipment hire, 
personnel and administrative costs for 
short-term projects, and promotion and 
publicity of arts activities.”
“Over the past two years Covid-19 has had 
a huge impact on the arts sector. We really 
encourage anyone involved in arts activities 
and projects to put forward an application,” 
she said.
For more information, or to apply visit: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/
grants-and-awards/marlborough-creative-
communities-scheme  
For further information about the Sport 
NZ Rural Travel Fund or the Creative 
Communities  Scheme Local Arts Fund 
please contact Jodie Griffiths, Community 
Partnerships Advisor, on Ph: 03 520 7400 or 
email: jodie.griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz

The Beaver Road extension to Nelson 
Street is closed to vehicle traffic, cyclists 
and pedestrians from 7.00 am to 5.30 pm 
(weekdays only), until Friday 15 April, to 
allow for stopbank construction work at 
the Taylor River.
During the period of closure, the carpark 
at the Beaver Road extension will also 
be closed. Cyclists and pedestrians may 
use the alley next to 59 Nelson Street to 
access to the Taylor River. 

It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than 
under the authority of an authorised 
permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle 
traffic during the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the 
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to 
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.

Sportshub sitting pretty at Lansdowne Park

Final call for sport and arts funds 
applications 

Temporary road closure until 15 April 2022 - 
Beaver Road extension to Nelson Street 

Annual Plan 2022-23 Budget agreed
Councillors considered a number of new 
expenditure items at last week’s Council 
meeting before agreeing on the Council’s 
Annual Plan Budget for the financial year 
1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023.
Mayor John Leggett said the Council’s 
Budget proposal maintains current levels of 
service and continues its significant capital 
expenditure programme, focused on 
Marlborough’s core infrastructure needs. 
“This year’s proposed rates rise is 5.37 per 
cent, which is a decrease of over one per 
cent on the 6.43 per cent forecast for 
2022-23 in the Council’s Long Term Plan,” 
he said.
“Most of this year’s increase is driven 
by external factors: inflationary pressure, 
supply chain issues, increased labour costs 
and new Government requirements,” 
he said.
“These are impacting on all councils, 
although our proposed rates increase is 
modest compared to many.” 
“I’m pleased to say we have been able to 
budget $83.4M in capital expenditure this 
coming financial year, which is our highest 
ever allocation.” 
“Despite the challenging issues created 
by the Covid-19 pandemic on our tourism 
industry, Marlborough is a very successful, 
growing region. However, that growth 
brings with it increased demands, 
particularly for new water and 
roading infrastructure.” 
“In addition, some of our communities 
want increased levels of service - for 
example on local roading and footpaths - 
and a number of community organisations 
are seeking greater financial support from 
the Council.”
“We have had to allocate additional 
funding to deliver on the Government’s 
National Policy Statement on Freshwater 

Management.”
The Mayor noted Government grants 
made last year had helped offset the 
impact of additional capital expenditure 
on rates, including for the new district 
library and art gallery ($11M), river 
protection works ($3M) and three waters 
projects ($12.5M). 
However, Council staff turnover had 
increased and it was getting difficult to 
attract people to fill positions in local 
government across the country. 
“With inflation running at nearly 6 per 
cent, we have had to allocate further 
funding to allow the Council to remain 
competitive in the employment market.”  
The main new items the Council 
considered in adopting its Annual Plan 
Budget were:
• Community facilities and playgrounds
funding ($831.4K)
• Lansdowne Park Sports Hub ($70K)
•Marlborough Events Centre ($113.5K)
•Marlborough Heritage Trust ($170K)
• Small Townships Programme ($250K)
• Picton Foreshore maintenance ($100K)
• National Policy Statement on Freshwater
Management ($200K)
• Potential rezoning variations to the
Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan
($150K)
• Future Council staffing ($712.5K)
The Annual Plan 2022-23 Consultation 
Document will be adopted by the Council 
for consultation on Thursday 7 April. 
Public submissions will be open from 8 
April to 9 May.
Public hearings take place on 7, 8 and 9
June. Council will make its final 
deliberations on public submissions on 
13 June and adopt the Annual Plan 
2022-23 on 30 June. New rates become 
effective on 1 July. 

The view out to the No.1 field from inside the Sportshub
A selection of bright colours feature in the changing 
rooms, toilets and showers

A view from the top - the new Sportshub standing its ground between 
the netball courts and the No.1 field

The main entrance to the new Sportshub




