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An expansion of 
Marlborough’s Omaka Aviation 
Heritage Centre is set to take 
flight after Council’s Planning, 
Finance and Community 
Committee signaled its 
support for the project.
Councillors were tasked 
with considering a funding 
extension request from 
the New Zealand Aviation 
Museum Trust, which owns 
and operates the Omaka 
Aviation Heritage Centre, to 
allow them to expand and 
incorporate other periods of 
New Zealand and international 
aviation history, increase the 
space for events and improve visitor areas.
The Committee agreed, subject to full 
Council approval in April, to a contribution of 
up to $1.7M by way of an underwrite or loan 
to be funded from a reserve, subject to an 
updated business plan from the Trust.
The Committee also signalled that Council’s 
contribution is subject to the Trust receiving 
confirmation of sufficient funding from the 
Lotteries Significant Project Fund and other 
fundraising to complete the project, and that 
any Council funding will not be released until 
Council is satisfied that funding is in place for 
completion of the full project.
Mayor John Leggett noted that Council’s 
economic development and destination 
management plans identify Omaka as a key 
contributor to future visitation, the wider 
Marlborough economy and the future 

Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre expansion 
set to take flight 

The Mayor cut the red ribbon and 
officially opened the new Lansdowne 
Sports Hub building last Thursday. 
A mihi (blessing) was given by 
members of Rangitāne iwi before 
the Mayor spoke about the building 
and its architectural design. 
“This is a wonderful, high quality 
facility and new home for 
Marlborough’s netball, rugby, touch, 
beach volleyball and softball clubs. 
The project was first mooted over 
ten years ago and has now finally 
come to fruition thanks to the 
dedicated work of many people and 
organisations. Arthouse Architects 
and the team from Robinson 
Construction - plus a wide range 
of sub-contractors - have done a 
superb job,” Mayor Leggett said.
“The second floor has wonderful 
views of the Wither Hills and 
Richmond Range and front row 
seats above pitch No 1 and the 
netball courts.”
He thanked architect Brian Riley of 
Arthouse Architects for his work on 
a roofline that imitates the Wither 

Hills horizon.
“Your beautiful roof and ceiling 
design provided a special 
construction challenge for the 
builders,” he said.
He thanked Council staff Jamie Lyall, 
Jane Tito and Maighan Watson, 
Luke van Velthooven from APL, and 
club representatives from netball, 
rugby, touch, beach volleyball and 
softball.
The Mayor also told the audience 
about his early rugby club playing 
days at Lansdowne, watching 
Marlborough defend the Ranfurly 
Shield and seeing Marlborough 
stun the rugby world and beat the 
French national side in 1968. 
“This project was first mooted over 
ten years ago and a submission 
from Marlborough Netball in 2014 
got the ball rolling. The new facility 
nicely complements the Renwick 
Sports and Events Centre and 
Endeavour Park Pavilion in Waitohi 
Picton,” he said.
The building came in under budget 
at $4.8M.  

Public transport fares across the 
country will be discounted by 50 
per cent for three months from 1 
April to 30 June 2022.
All of Council’s bus and Total 

Mobility services will be 
participating in this Government-
supported initiative. SuperGold 
cardholders will continue to travel 
for free on Council bus services.

Lansdowne Sports Hub opened

Public transport fares to be halved

Council changes to Covid-19 policies 

of classic aircraft storage, servicing and 
restoration.
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre Chief 
Executive Jane Orphan said the expanded 
Centre will be a show stopper for 
Marlborough. 
“Not only will it enable additional aircraft to 
feature in the ‘Dangerous Skies’ exhibition, 
it will also fill the gap that currently exists 
in Marlborough for a larger capacity 
venue. “The expanded space will be able 
to comfortably cater for up to 900 people 
and offer a unique function experience,” Ms 
Orphan said.
“The development will also facilitate growth 
in the aviation sector presenting the Omaka 
Aviation Heritage Centre with an opportunity 
to expand its current presence as an 
aviation influencer and as a hub that draws 
enthusiasts to our region,” she said.

Following the 
announcement last week 
of the Government’s 
relaxing of Covid-19 
restrictions the Council 
has ceased the use 
of QR codes and the 
requirement to show 
a My Vaccine Pass at 
libraries. In light of the 
changes the Council 
is also reviewing its 
Vaccination Policy for 
Workers and COVID-19 
Risk Assessment 
procedures.
Chief Executive Mark 
Wheeler thanked the 
Marlborough public for 
how they have interacted 
with Council staff 
during the recent Covid 
restrictions. “People have 
been respectful and done 
their best to work with 
us. Many people used 
our online services or 
attended community meetings remotely.”
“I’d also like to thank Council staff for 
going above and beyond. All staff have 
had to be flexible and work in new ways 
to maintain health and safety. Council was 
able to maintain all of its essential services.” 
He noted there were still high rates of 
Omicron in the community so the Council’s 
current safety protocols for staff will remain 
for now.

The protocols are: 
• Maintaining team bubbles and remote 

working arrangements 
• Mask wearing and restricting movement 

around the workplace 
• Conducting meetings virtually whenever 

possible
• Practicing good hygiene, hand washing 

and sanitising
“We will review our staff protocols again in 
a week’s time,” Mr Wheeler said.
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An expansion of 
Marlborough’s Omaka 
Aviation Heritage 
Centre is set to take 
flight after Council’s 
Planning, Finance and 
Community Committee 
signaled its support for 
the project. Councillors 
were tasked with
considering a funding 
extension request from 
the New Zealand Aviation 
Museum Trust, which 
owns and operates the 
Omaka Aviation Heritage 
Centre, to allow them to 
expand and incorporate 
other periods of New Zealand and 
international aviation history, increase the 
space for events and improve visitor areas. 
The Committee agreed, subject to full Council 
approval in April, to a contribution of up to 
$1.7M by way of an underwrite or loan to be 
funded from a reserve, subject to an updated 
business plan from the Trust.
The Committee also signalled that Council’s 
contribution is subject to the Trust receiving 
confirmation of sufficient funding from the 
Lotteries Significant Project Fund and other 
fundraising to complete the project, and that 
any Council funding will not be released until 
Council is satisfied that funding is in place for 
completion of the full project.
Mayor John Leggett noted that Council’s 
economic development and destination 
management plans identify Omaka as a key 
contributor to future visitation, the wider 
Marlborough economy and the future of

Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre expansion 
set to take flight 

The Mayor cut the red ribbon and 
officially opened the new 
Lansdowne Sportshub building last 
Thursday. A mihi (blessing) was 
given by members of Rangitāne iwi 
before the Mayor spoke about the 
building and its architectural design. 
“This is a wonderful, high quality 
facility and new home for 
Marlborough’s netball, rugby, touch, 
beach volleyball and softball clubs. 
The project was first mooted over 
ten years ago and has now finally 
come to fruition thanks to the 
dedicated work of many people and 
organisations. Arthouse Architects 
and the team from Robinson 
Construction - plus a wide range 
of sub-contractors - have done a 
superb job,” Mayor Leggett said.
“The second floor has wonderful 
views of the Wither Hills and 
Richmond Range and front row 
seats above pitch No 1 and the 
netball courts.”
He thanked architect Brian Riley of 
Arthouse Architects for his work on 
a roofline that imitates the Wither 

Hills horizon.
“Your beautiful roof and ceiling 
design provided a special 
construction challenge for the 
builders,” he said.
He thanked Council staff Jamie Lyall, 
Jane Tito and Maighan Watson, 
Luke van Velthooven from APL, and 
club representatives from netball, 
rugby, touch, beach volleyball 
and softball.
The Mayor also told the audience 
about his early rugby club playing 
days at Lansdowne, watching 
Marlborough defend the Ranfurly 
Shield and seeing Marlborough 
stun the rugby world and beat the 
French national side in 1968. 
“This project was first mooted over 
ten years ago and a submission 
from Marlborough Netball in 2014 
got the ball rolling. The new facility 
nicely complements the Renwick 
Sports and Events Centre and 
Endeavour Park Pavilion in Waitohi 
Picton,” he said.
The building came in under budget 
at $4.8M.  

Public transport fares across the 
country will be discounted by 
50 per cent for three months 
from 1 April to 30 June 2022.
All of Council’s bus and Total 

Mobility services will be 
participating in this Government-
supported initiative. SuperGold 
cardholders will continue to travel 
for free on Council bus services.

Lansdowne Sportshub opened

Public transport fares to be halved
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classic aircraft storage, servicing 
and restoration.
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre Chief 
Executive Jane Orphan said the expanded 
Centre will be a show stopper for 
Marlborough. 
“Not only will it enable additional aircraft 
to feature in the ‘Dangerous Skies’ 
exhibition, it will also fill the gap that 
currently exists in Marlborough for a 
larger capacity 
venue. “The expanded space will be able 
to comfortably cater for up to 900 people 
and offer a unique function experience,” 
Ms Orphan said.
“The development will also facilitate growth 
in the aviation sector presenting the 
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre with an 
opportunity to expand its current presence 
as an aviation influencer and as a hub that 
draws enthusiasts to our region,” she said.

Following the Government's 
announcement last week 
of the relaxingof Covid-19 
restrictions the Council has 
ceased the use of QR codes 
and the requirement to show 
a My Vaccine Pass at libraries. 
In light of the changes the 
Council is also reviewing its 
Vaccination Policy for 
Workers and Covid-19 
Risk Assessment procedures.
Chief Executive Mark 
Wheeler thanked the 
Marlborough public for 
how they have interacted 
with Council staff during the 
recent Covid restrictions. 
“People have been respectful 
and done their best to work 
with us. Many people used 
our online services or 
attended community 
meetings remotely.”
“I’d also like to thank Council 
staff for going above and 
beyond. All staff have had to be 
flexible and work in new ways to 
maintain health and safety. Council 
was able to maintain all of its 
essential services.” 
He noted there were still high rates 
of Omicron in the community so 
the Council’s current safety protocols 
for staff will remain for now.

The protocols are: 
• Maintaining team bubbles and remote

working arrangements
• Mask wearing and restricting movement

around the workplace
• Conducting meetings virtually whenever

possible
• Practicing good hygiene, hand washing

and sanitising
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Despite this, Council was able to 
maintain all of its essential services.”


