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The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at Council’s office, 15 Seymour 
Street. 
Council 
•   Thursday 7 April at 9.00 am

Assets and Services Committee
•  Thursday 21 April at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to 
change. Please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Calling all book worms - join the Library team, 
meet new people and have fun chatting 
about books at our monthly get together.
Thu 31 March: 6.30 pm - 8.00 pm 
Marlborough District Library,  
33 Arthur Street, Blenheim

Library Book Club

Please note, during these times of uncertainty events are subject to change  
at short notice. Please contact organisers directly for the latest information.

Hear from key speakers Hamish Stace, Luisa 
Wood and Alex Weary on caring for your 
horse over winter. A number of suppliers 
will be on site with local equestrian clubs to 
answer your questions.
Thu 31 March: 7.00 pm - 9.30 pm 
Renwick Community Memorial Hall,  
39 High Street, Renwick

Marlborough Equine Expo

Marlborough Farmers’ Market
Head along to this ever-popular weekly 
market and enjoy local, fresh and seasonal 
produce and products directly from those 
that pick, grow, farm, fish and make them.
Sun 3 April: 9.00 am - 12.00 pm 
Marlborough A & P Park, Blenheim

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice

Lansdowne Sportshub opened
The Mayor cut the red ribbon and officially 
opened the new Lansdowne Sportshub 
building last Thursday. 
A mihi (blessing) was given by members of 
Rangitāne iwi before the Mayor spoke about 
the building and its architectural design. 
“This is a wonderful, high quality facility 
and new home for Marlborough’s netball, 
rugby, touch, beach volleyball and softball 
clubs. The project was first mooted over 
ten years ago and has now finally come 
to fruition thanks to the dedicated work of 
many people and organisations. Arthouse 
Architects and the team from Robinson 
Construction - plus a wide range of  
sub-contractors - have done a superb job,” 
Mayor Leggett said.
“The second floor has wonderful views of 
the Wither Hills and Richmond Ranges and 
front row seats above pitch No 1 and the 
netball courts.”
He thanked architect Brian Riley of Arthouse 
Architects for his work on a roofline that 
imitates the Wither Hills horizon.

“Your beautiful roof and ceiling design 
provided a special construction challenge 
for the builders,” he said.
He thanked Council staff Jamie Lyall, 
Jane Tito and Maighan Watson, Luke 
van Velthooven from APL, and club 
representatives from netball, rugby, touch, 
beach volleyball and softball.
The Mayor also told the audience about his 
early rugby club playing days at Lansdowne, 
watching Marlborough defend the Ranfurly 
Shield and seeing Marlborough stun the 
rugby world and beat the French national 
side in 1968. 
“This project was first mooted over ten years 
ago and a submission from Marlborough 
Netball in 2014 got the ball rolling. The new 
facility nicely complements the Renwick 
Sports and Events Centre and Endeavour 
Park Pavilion in Waitohi Picton,” he said.
The building came in under budget  
at $4.8M.  

Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre expansion set to take flight 
An expansion of Marlborough’s Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre is set to take flight after 
Council’s Planning, Finance and Community Committee singalled its support for the project. 
Councillors were tasked with considering a funding extension request from the New Zealand 
Aviation Museum Trust, which owns and operates the Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre, 
to allow them to expand and incorporate other periods of New Zealand and international 
aviation history, increase the space for events and improve visitor areas. 
The Committee agreed, subject to full Council approval in April, to a contribution of up to 
$1.7M by way of an underwrite or loan to be funded from a reserve, subject to an updated 
business plan from the Trust. 
The Committee also signalled that Council’s contribution is subject to the Trust receiving 
confirmation of sufficient funding from the Lotteries Significant Project Fund and other 
fundraising to complete the project, and that any Council funding will not be released until 
Council is satisfied that funding is in place for completion of the full project. 
Mayor John Leggett noted that Council’s economic development and destination 
management plans identify Omaka as a key contributor to future visitation, the wider 
Marlborough economy and the future of classic aircraft storage, servicing and restoration.
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre Chief Executive Jane Orphan said the expanded Centre 
will be a show stopper for Marlborough.  
“Not only will it enable additional 
aircraft to feature in the ‘Dangerous 
Skies’ exhibition, it will also fill the gap 
that currently exists in Marlborough 
for a larger capacity venue. “The 
expanded space will be able to 
comfortably cater for up to 900 
people and offer a unique function 
experience,” Ms Orphan said. 
“The development will also facilitate 
growth in the aviation sector presenting 
the Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre 
with an opportunity to expand its 
current presence as an aviation 
influencer and as a hub that draws 
enthusiasts to our region,” she said.

Council changes to Covid-19 policies
Following the announcement last week of the Government’s relaxing of Covid-19 restrictions 
Council has ceased the use of QR codes and the requirement to show a My Vaccine Pass at 
libraries. In light of the changes Council is also reviewing its Vaccination Policy for Workers 
and Covid-19 Risk Assessment procedures.
Chief Executive Mark Wheeler thanked the Marlborough public for how they have interacted 
with Council staff during the recent Covid-19 restrictions. “People have been respectful and 
have done their best to work with us. Many people used our online services or attended 
community meetings remotely.”
“I’d also like to thank Council staff for going above and beyond. All staff have had to be 
flexible and work in new ways to maintain health and safety. Desite this, Council was able to 
maintain all of its essential services.” 
He noted there were still high rates of 
Omicron in the community so Council’s 
current safety protocols for staff will remain 
for now.
The protocols are: 
•  Maintaining team bubbles and remote 

working arrangements 
•  Mask wearing and restricting movement 

around the workplace 
•  Conducting meetings virtually whenever 

possible
•  Practicing good hygiene, hand washing 

and sanitising
“We will review our staff protocols again in a 
week’s time,” Mr Wheeler said.

February weather events cause more roading damage
Clean-up and recovery work is ongoing from 
two weather events in February that caused 
further damage to Marlborough’s roading 
network.
Marlborough was hit by two significant storm 
events - the first over Waitangi weekend  
and the other, ex-Cyclone Dovi, the 
following weekend. 
The Waitangi weekend event caused the 
greatest issues in northwest Marlborough. 
Significant rain in the Rai Valley area 
caused flooding which closed the Ronga 
and Kaiuma Bay Roads. State Highway 6 
between Rai Valley and Hira was also closed 
for three days.
Marlborough Roads Manager Steve Murrin 
says rainfall in the Tennyson Inlet area, 
recorded by locals as being more than 
600mm for the weekend, caused major 

slips on both Archers Road and Duncan Bay 
Road as well as causing the approach to the 
Harvey Bay bridge to be washed out. 
“There were two significant dropouts on the 
French Pass Road either side of Okiwi Bay 
and a number of trees were brought down,” 
Mr Murrin said. “The following weekend 
ex-cyclone Dovi fortunately tracked north of 
us, but it did cause some issues in the south 
and east of Marlborough.”
The cost of the clean-up and repairs from 
the February events is likely to be in the 
region of $2M to $2.5M,” he said.
“A new emergency works claim will be 
submitted to Waka Kotahi. As these events 
happened in the same financial year as the 
July 2021 storm event, we hope the same 
funding assistance rate can be applied,”  
Mr Murrin said.

The cost of the clean-up and repairs from the February events is still being finalised - pictured are the 
Bailey Bridge in the Waihopai Valley (left) and a drop out on the French Pass Road

Panel considers Responsible Camping Control Bylaw 2022 
submissions
On Monday 28 March a Hearings Panel, made up of Commissioner Martin Williams (Chair), 
Mayor John Leggett and Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor met to review and hear submissions 
on the Council’s Responsible Camping Control Bylaw 2022.
Consultation on the draft Responsible Camping Control Bylaw 2022 closed on 31 January 
with 91 submissions received. Of those, 21 said they wished to speak to their submission at 
Monday’s hearing.
The panel will now deliberate before making its final recommendations to Council. If Council 
accepts the recommendations the new bylaw will be in place in time for the 2022/23 
summer season.

Public transport fares to be halved
Public transport fares across the country will be discounted by 50 per cent for three months 
from 1 April to 30 June 2022.
All of Council’s bus and Total Mobility services will be participating in this Government-
supported initiative. SuperGold cardholders will continue to travel for free on Council  
bus services.

Sport and Recreation Community Activity Fund - closing soon
The 2021/2022 Sport and Recreation Community Activity Fund closes on Monday 4 April. 
Applications are being accepted for activities held before 31 December 2022. There is 
$30,000 available for allocation each year.
This fund is open to event organisers or local clubs and organisations looking to create small 
sport and community activities that are of low cost to participants and that encourage and 
promote involvement, accessibility and physical activity.
Key dates:
•  Applications close: 5.00 pm on Monday 4 April 2022
•  Funding decision by: 5.00 pm on Thursday 14 April 2022
Applications must be completed via Council’s website:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/events/sport-and-recreaton-community-activity-fund
Any enquiries can be directed to Council’s Regional Events Advisor, Samantha Young,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email: events@marlborough.govt.nz

Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Heart of Havelock upgrade nearing completion
Improvements to Neil Street and the Domain in the centre of Havelock are almost finished.
The $1.1M makeover has seen the creation of a new pocket park, replacement of retaining 
walls, new road surfacing to Neil Street, improved pedestrian access to the Domain, 
landscaping, upgrades to stormwater and watermain services, and sealing the Havelock 
Domain Pavilion car park and access way to residential properties.
At the same time the Domain, Havelock’s community hub, will benefit from several upgrades 
programmed to coincide with the Neil Street project. 
This will include resurfacing the tennis and netball courts and a new skate pump track.
Sounds Ward Councillor Barbara Faulls says the project has been significant for Havelock as 
the community has been asking for these improvements for some time. 
“It’s fantastic to see all of the work come to fruition and the space become more useable by 
the clubs and residents. It’s almost unrecognisable,” Clr Faulls said.
Projects and Contracts Manager Maighan Watson agrees, saying it is the fulfilment of a  
long-held desire of the Havelock community to see this area improved for the benefit of 
residents and visitors.
“There has been a huge amount of work involved to see this project come together,” Ms 
Watson said. The project was delivered by Crafar Crouch Construction.
“It’s a great example of collaboration across a number of areas of Council. Marlborough 
Roads, Parks and Open Spaces, the Small Townships Programme and Assets and Services 
have all contributed,” Ms Watson said.
“The final parts of this project are coming together now with the pocket park construction 
and planting of the new garden beds.”
“The project was due to be completed by late 2021 but was impacted by Covid-19 and also 
the 2021 storm event - many contractors had to be relocated elsewhere.”
“However, the result is worth the wait. The infrastructure that has gone in will make a big 
difference to this part of the town which has traditionally had issues with stormwater in 
significant rain events,” she said.

The before, the during and the after - the Neil Street upgrade has created a more user-friendly area for 
residents and visitors
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