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Under the Red level of the Covid-19 traffic 
light system the following meetings are 
open to the public but with capacity limits 
based on one metre physical distancing and 
mask wearing. 
A recording of each meeting and a set of 
draft minutes will be uploaded to Council’s 
website as soon as practicable. The draft 
minutes are an unofficial record until 
confirmed by a subsequent Council meeting.
Copies of the agendas will be available at 
Council’s Office, 15 Seymour Street or online 
at: www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
meetings

Assets & Services Committee
Thursday 10 March at 9.00 am
Environment Committee
Thursday 17 March at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
Thursday 24 March at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Comedy Night
Marlborough Comedy invite you to enjoy a 
free, fun-filled night of laughter with Billy T 
award-winner Cori Gonzalez-Macuer and 
local acts Àine Byrne and Max George.  
R18 event.
Thu 3 March: 8.30 pm 
Clubs of Marlborough,  
42 Alfred Street, Blenheim

Manawa Ora Mirimiri Community 
Clinic Day
Experience traditional Māori bodywork 
and healing. Mirimiri and Romiromi are 
holistic treatments aimed at restoring 
and maintaining individual, whānau and 
community well-being. R16 event.
Sat 5 March: 9.00 am - 3.30 pm 
Redwoodtown Community Centre,  
Cnr Cleghorn & Weld Streets, Blenheim

Please note, during these times of uncertainty events are subject to change 
at short notice. Please contact organisers directly for the latest information.

Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Sportshub sitting pretty at Lansdowne Park
With the finishing touches added and 
landscaping due to be completed next 
month, the final whistle is set to sound on 
the new Lansdowne Park Sportshub project.
The facility includes toilets and change 
rooms for netball, rugby union, touch 
rugby and softball, as well as office space, 
a kitchen, function area, equipment 
storerooms, umpire rooms and a tuck shop.
Facility Manager Regan Russell says over 
the past month the new Sportshub has 
welcomed local sports user groups who will 
be permanently located at the facility, and 
the feedback has been great. 
“The organisations that have moved into the 
hub have been impressed with the facility 
and are already seeing the advantages of 
operating in a shared space,” Mr Russell 
said.
With environmentally-friendly features like 
energy and water saving features and a 

wellness area that provides additional space 
and automation, future-proofing the facility 
was a key focus of the project.
Councillor Michael Fitzpatrick, who holds the 
Community and Sports Centres portfolio, 
says whether you play sport or are a 
supporter, the state-of-the-art building will 
benefit the wider community.
“We are very fortunate to have a facility of 
this kind here in Marlborough that will meet 
the needs of our community for many years 
to come,” he said.
A project for locals, carried out by locals, 
Robinson Construction began work on the 
building in 2020. While the project was 
delayed due to Covid-19, it helped to create 
employment through the construction 
supply chain, with local excavators, builders, 
block layers, roofers, plumbers, electricians, 
painters and landscapers all contributing.

Marlborough Netball make use of one of the 
new boardrooms during a recent ‘NetballSmart 
workshop’

The main entrance to the new facility

Predicted squeeze on residential land prompts growth 
strategy refresh
The prediction that Marlborough will not 
have enough land zoned for housing within 
30 years has prompted a refresh of the 
region’s growth strategy.
The Council’s Housing and Business 
Development Capacity Assessment (HBA) 
2021 was shared with the Planning, Finance 
and Community Committee in February. The 
report outlined several recommendations, 
including the need to refresh the 2013 
Growing Marlborough strategy.
With Marlborough’s population projected 
to reach 61,000 by 2048, a shortfall in the 
longer term has been predicted for urban 
development in the region.
Under the National Policy Statement for 
Urban Development (NPS-UD) released 
in 2020, councils are required to provide 
enough land for urban development.
Chief Executive Mark Wheeler said the 
Council first completed an HBA in 2018. 
“This identified a potential shortfall of land 
available for residential development in the 
next 30 years. In the short term, the next 10 
years or so, we are looking pretty good, but 
the longer-term shortfall is of concern,”  
he said.
“There has been increased pressure on the 
housing market and faster than anticipated 
population growth in Blenheim since the 
previous assessment was completed.”
According to Statistics New Zealand’s 
high growth population projections (based 
on 2018 Census data), the growth in 
Marlborough over the next 25 years will 
result in an additional 9,490 people. 

Nearly 80 per cent of this growth is 
projected to occur within 10km of  
central Blenheim.
“The HBA identifies a shortfall of land for 
residential development in the long term of 
approximately 900 dwellings,” Mr Wheeler 
said.
“There are also potentially constraints to 
developing already zoned land soon enough 
to meet anticipated demand over the next 
five years. Landowners with land currently 
zoned residential hold the key to unlocking 
this,” he said.
“To alleviate this, there may be opportunities 
in the short - term to rezone land on the 
periphery of Blenheim. Several developers 
are actively planning to approach Council 
with rezoning requests which they believe 
could assist with this short-term challenge.”
“The Growing Marlborough refresh will 
enable us to take a closer look at this while 
looking at the longer-term needs of  
the region.”
“Assessing demand for business land 
continues to be a challenge. The HBA 
recommends that the Council also includes 
an assessment of business land needs in its 
refresh of the Growth Strategy,”  
Mr Wheeler said.
“We will do this in consultation with the 
business community to ensure that the 
provision of land for business activity is 
sufficient and appropriate to provide for 
growth over the long term,” he said.

Annual Plan 2022-23 Budget agreed
Councillors considered a number of new 
expenditure items at last week’s Council 
meeting before agreeing on the Council’s 
Annual Plan Budget for the financial year  
1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023.
Mayor John Leggett said the Council’s 
Budget proposal maintains current levels 
of service and continues its significant 
capital expenditure programme, focused on 
Marlborough’s core infrastructure needs.
“This year’s proposed rates rise is 5.37  
percent, which is a decrease of over one  
percent on the 6.43 per cent forecast for 
2022-23 in the Council’s Long Term Plan,” 
he said.
“Most of this year’s increase is driven by 
external factors: inflationary pressure, 
supply chain issues, increased labour costs 
and new Government requirements,”  
he said.
“These are impacting on all councils, 
although our proposed rates increase is 
modest compared to many.” 
“I’m pleased to say we have been able to 
budget $83.4M in capital expenditure this 
coming financial year, which is our highest 
ever allocation.” 
“Despite the challenging issues created 
by the Covid-19 pandemic on our tourism 
industry, Marlborough is a very successful, 
growing region. However, that growth brings 
with it increased demands, particularly for 
new water and roading infrastructure.” 
“In addition, some of our communities want 
increased levels of service - for example on 
local roading and footpaths - and a number 
of community organisations are seeking 
greater financial support from the Council.”
“We have had to allocate additional 
funding to deliver on the Government’s 
National Policy Statement on Freshwater 
Management.”

The Mayor noted Government grants made 
last year had helped offset the impact of 
additional capital expenditure on rates, 
including for the new district library and art 
gallery ($11M), river protection works ($3M) 
and three waters projects ($12.5M). 
However, Council staff turnover had 
increased and it was getting difficult to 
attract people to fill positions in local 
government across the country. 
“With inflation running at nearly 6 per cent, 
we have had to allocate further funding to 
allow the Council to remain competitive in 
the employment market.”  
The main new items the Council considered 
in adopting its Annual Plan Budget were:
•  Community facilities and playgrounds

funding ($831.4K)
•  Lansdowne Park Sports Hub ($70K)
•  Marlborough Events Centre ($113.5K)
•  Marlborough Heritage Trust ($170K)
•  Small Townships Programme ($250K)
•  Picton Foreshore maintenance ($100K)
•  National Policy Statement on Freshwater

Management ($200K)
•  Potential rezoning variations to the

Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan
($150K)

•  Future Council staffing ($712.5K)
The Annual Plan 2022-23 Consultation 
Document will be adopted by the Council for 
consultation on Thursday 7 April.  
Public submissions will be open from  
8 April to 9 May. 
Public hearings will take place on 7, 8 and 9 
June. Council will make its final deliberations 
on public submissions on 13 June and adopt 
the Annual Plan 2022-23 on 30 June.  
New rates become effective on 1 July.

Feedback wanted on Marlborough’s labour and skills 
challenges and opportunities 
The Marlborough Regional Skills Leadership 
Group (RSLG) is working with the community 
to identify and support actions to address 
the region’s labour and skills needs, as part 
of the development of its inaugural Regional 
Workforce Plan.
Last year the Government established 
independent and locally based RSLGs 
to identify and support better ways of 
meeting future skills and workforce needs 
throughout the country. Their Regional 
Workforce Plan, due for release in July, 
will be used by employers, school leavers, 
training providers, industry bodies and 
government agencies to ensure the skills 
that regions need now and in the future are 
developed and available. This will be the 
first plan and it will be refreshed annually.
The Marlborough RSLG has been engaging 
with the community and gathering insights 
on how they can work together to transform 
the region’s workforce to become more 
resilient to the changing needs of the future.
It has developed a consultation document 
for discussion, with submissions closing at 

5.00 pm on Monday 14 March. 
Marlborough RSLG co-chair Jennifer Moxon 
says the last few years have highlighted 
the importance of Marlborough attracting, 
training and retaining our workforce.
“In collaboration with the community, we can 
play an active part in shaping the region’s 
future workforce, to ensure it provides 
the right skills, meaningful careers and 
adequate living standards,” Ms Moxon said.
“We are also interested in what the future of 
work will look like in Marlborough and what 
skills people will need. For example, the 
skills needed to drive and service a tractor 
are different to those to remotely operate 
and to service a driverless tractor - we need 
to ensure our workforce is ready for these 
types of changes.”
You can view the Marlborough RSLG 
Regional Workforce Plan consultation 
document at: www.mbie.govt.nz/
dmsdocument/18699-marlborough-
regional-workforce-plan-consultation-
document

Final call for sport and arts funds applications
If you’re part of a rural sports club or team 
or involved in the arts, now is the time to 
apply for funding through the Sport NZ Rural 
Travel Fund or the Creative Communities 
Scheme Local Arts Fund before applications 
close at 5.00 pm tomorrow, Friday 4 March.
The Sport NZ Rural Travel Fund aims to 
encourage youth (5 to 18 years) in rural areas 
to participate in local sports competitions.
Community Partnerships Advisor Jodie 
Griffiths said the funding is available to rural 
sport clubs and rural school teams with 
young people who need help to fund their 
transport costs to local competitions  
in Marlborough.
For more information or to apply visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/
grants-and-awards/sport-nz-rural-travel-
fund  
“The Creative Communities Scheme Local 
Arts Fund aims to increase access and 
participation in local arts activities,”  
Mrs Griffiths said.

“Individuals or groups can apply to this fund 
for support for materials for arts activities 
or programmes, venue or equipment hire, 
personnel and administrative costs for  
short-term projects, and promotion and 
publicity of arts activities.”
“Over the past two years Covid-19 has had 
a huge impact on the arts sector. We really 
encourage anyone involved in arts activities 
and projects to put forward an application,” 
she said.
For more information, or to apply visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/
grants-and-awards/marlborough-creative-
communities-scheme  
For further information about the Sport 
NZ Rural Travel Fund or the Creative 
Communities Scheme Local Arts Fund 
please contact Jodie Griffiths, Community 
Partnerships Advisor, on Ph: 03 520 7400 or 
email: jodie.griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz

Repair café opens in Blenheim 
Mayor John Leggett was on hand to help launch Marlborough’s first repair café on Saturday. 
The café, which is run by volunteers including Konrad Cross and Gerrie Mead (pictured), will 
open on the fourth Saturday of each month from 9.00 am to midday at John’s Kitchen,  
2 Redwood Street, Blenheim. People are welcome to bring along items that need fixing. 
There are 34 repair cafés around the country. The most popular repairs are for clothing, 
electrical items and bikes. As well as being a practical alternative to the ‘throw-away society’, 
the idea is to utilise repair skills that otherwise might be lost. 
Get in touch if you have skills to share and you’d like to lend a hand, even just occasionally. 
The repair café does not replace or compete with other repair businesses - in fact other 
repair cafés have built great relationships with local repairers in their communities.  
For more information go to: www.facebook.com/RepairCafeNZ/

Commercial Events Fund - open now
Round Two of Council’s 2021/2022 
Commercial Events Fund is now open 
for applications.
The fund was established to help create 
economic benefit to Marlborough by 
attracting new events and helping to build 
on existing ones. Council’s Commercial 
Events Fund Sub-committee considers the 
applications and there is up to $130,000 per 
year available for allocation.
To be eligible, commercial events 
must be held within the Marlborough 
District boundaries. Community events, 
conferences, conventions, trade shows 
and exhibitions are not eligible. Funding 
is granted on an annual basis but it does 

not mean that all funds must be distributed 
each year. Past applicants who have been 
unsuccessful may re-apply.
Key dates:
•  Applications close: 5.00 pm on Monday

14 March 2022
•  Funding decision by: 5.00 pm on Friday

8 April 2022
Applications must be completed via 
Council’s website:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/
events/commercial-events-fund
Any enquiries can be directed to Council’s 
Regional Events Advisor, Samantha Young, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email:  
events@marlborough.govt.nz

Seeking information on abandoned vessel
The Marlborough Harbour Master is seeking 
the owner of the vessel pictured. 
If you are the owner of this vessel or have 
information about it or the owner please 
contact the Harbour Master on  
Ph: 03 520 7400. 
This vessel is now in possession of the 
Harbour Master. If it remains unclaimed for 
30 days, it may be sold or destroyed.

Temporary road closure - Beaver Road extension to Nelson 
Street 
The Beaver Road extension to Nelson 
Street is closed to vehicles, cyclists and 
pedestrians from 7.00 am to 5.30 pm 
(weekdays only) until Friday 15 April, to  
allow for stopbank construction work at the 
Taylor River.
During the period of closure, the car park 
at the Beaver Road extension will also be 
closed. Cyclists and pedestrians may use 
the alley next to 59 Nelson Street to access 
the Taylor River Reserve. 

It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the 
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough 
Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

The view out to the No.1 field from inside the 
Sportshub
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