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Free annuals from Seymour Square
Twice each year, our gardeners plant 
thousands of annuals in the flower 
beds at Seymour Square.  
With autumn here, the time has come 
for the annuals to be removed and 
the garden beds prepared for winter 
planting.
The beds will be dug over and the 

geranium, marigold, pyrethrum, 
begonia, alyssum, coreopsis and 
gaillardia plants removed and given 
away.  
Come along on Monday 17 May from 
8.00 am to 10.00 am. Our gardeners 
will be on site to help. Please bring 
your own fork and containers. 

Motorists should plan for reduced 
speeds and a stop/go in operation at 
the Battys Road/New Renwick Road/
Richardson Avenue intersection this 
week as construction begins on a 
new roundabout.
A new sewer pipe will be installed 
under Battys Road, which is 
expected to take between seven and 
10 days.
Marlborough Roads Network 
Manager Deanna Gleeson said 
Omaka Landings’ residents were 
encouraged to exit via Richardson 
Avenue during this time as it will 
be under traffic control. “This 
will prevent traffic trying to exit 
Lancaster Ave during peak times 
being held up due to queuing along 
New Renwick Road,” she said. 

“This site will be under a temporary 
speed limit of 30km/h. The reduced 
speed and stop/go is vital to keep 
our contractors and the public 
safe. We ask for patience while we 
complete this part of the project,” 
said Deanna.
CMT Group NZ has been awarded 
the contract for the construction 
of the new roundabout. The work 
will include creating a new central 
island, construction of traffic islands, 
a new footpath and pedestrian 
crossing across Richardson Avenue.
Hours of work will be Monday to 
Friday 7.00 am to 5.30 pm and 
Saturday mornings between 7.00 am 
and 1.00 pm. 
For further information contact 
Marlborough Roads on 03 520 8330.

Marlborough welcomed 50 new 
citizens of 20 different nationalities 
at a mass ceremony recently, the 
first of its kind held in the region.
The ceremony at the ASB Theatre 
recognised those who gained 
their citizenship last year but, due 
to Covid-19 lockdown, had been 
unable to take part in an official 
function.
More than 150 family and friends 
gathered to support the ‘nearly-
new’ citizens along with Mayor 
John Leggett and Mayoress Anne 
Best, councillors Cynthia Brooks, 
Jenny Andrews, Thelma Sowman, 

Mark Peters and Brian Dawson, 
and local MP Stuart Smith. 
The Council’s waiata group 
performed alongside the Queen 
Charlotte College kapa haka 
group and Marlborough Girls’ 
College student Rosie McAllister 
sang the national anthem.
Mayor Leggett told those 
gathered that the ceremony was 
an important event in their lives 
and also that of Marlborough and 
New Zealand. “While you have 
already received your certificates, 
we are delighted to recognise you 
here today,” he said.

Join us for an author talk with local 
writer Neville Higgison on Thursday 
20 May at 7.00 pm at Marlborough 
District Library (Blenheim).
Neville joined the police in 1968 and 
retired after 30 years’ service. Most 
of his service was in the Criminal 
Investigative Bureaux (CIB). 
He was a member of the 
Christchurch Armed Offenders 
Squad for 14 years and after retiring 
from the Police he went to 
Canterbury University where he 
studied for, and gained, a law 
degree. After admission to the bar, 
Neville worked as a criminal defence 

lawyer for six years also specialising 
in employment law. 
He found himself on occasions 
acting in court for people he had 
been chasing around in his policing 
days.
Now retired, he has written a book 
‘Ruff Justice’ named in honour of a 
young murder victim. 
This book gives an insight, not only 
into the hard graft of police work, 
but also into the justice system, its 
perceived failures and how it could 
be fixed.
Entry is by gold coin donation. All 
are welcome, no need to register.

The western side of 
the Taylor River, from 
the Purkiss Street car 
park to the southern 
end of Turnbull Drive, 
is closed to dogs and 
dog walking until mid-
June.
Council Parks and 
Open Spaces Officer 
Robin Dunn said 
the request had 
been issued as 
rabbit control is now 
underway in this 
area. “This temporary 
closure is to prevent 
dogs coming into 
contact with baited 
carrots or dead 
rabbits,” he said.
“The public are 
reminded not to 
handle carrot baits 
or rabbit carcasses.  
It is important dead 
rabbits are left where 
they are to allow 
the virus to spread 
throughout the rabbit 
population,” said 
Robin. “We appreciate 
the cooperation of 
dog owners in this.”
The eastern (town) 
side of the Taylor River 
is open and can still 
be used. Signs are in 
place advising of the 
temporary restriction.
The Council is using 
baited carrots to 
release the rabbit 
haemorrhagic virus 
strain RHDV1 K5 
along sections of 
the Taylor River 
Reserve and at 
neighbouring land 
and vineyards. Rabbits 
are causing extensive 
damage to the 
stopbanks, essential 
for maintaining 

Expect delays at Battys Road 
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ceremony

Author talk with Neville Higgison

Western side of Taylor River Reserve 
closed to dogs

Blenheim’s flood protection 
defences.  
The K5 strain has been 
successfully used in New 
Zealand since 2018 to 
reduce the impact of wild 
rabbits. It’s specific to 
rabbits and will not harm 
any other animals that eat 
the bait or through any 

carcasses that pets may find.
For more information 
contact Robin Dunn, Parks 
and Open Spaces Officer 
at robin.dunn@marlborough.
govt.nz; Liam Falconer, 
Biosecurity Officer at liam.
falconer@marlborough.govt.
nz or phone the Council 
on 03 520 7400.
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