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Western side of Taylor River Reserve closed to dogs
The western side of the Taylor River, from the Purkiss Street car park to the southern end of 
Turnbull Drive, is closed to dogs and dog walking until mid-June.
Council Parks and Open Spaces Officer Robin Dunn said the request had been issued 
as rabbit control is now underway in this area. “This temporary closure is to prevent dogs 
coming into contact with baited carrots or dead rabbits,” he said.
“The public are reminded not to handle carrot baits or rabbit carcasses.  It is important dead 
rabbits are left where they are to allow the virus to spread throughout the rabbit population,” 
said Robin. “We appreciate the cooperation of dog owners in this.”
The eastern (town) side of the Taylor River is open and can still be used. Signs are in place 
advising of the temporary restriction.
The Council is using baited carrots to release the rabbit haemorrhagic virus strain RHDV1 K5 
along sections of the Taylor River Reserve and at neighbouring land and vineyards. Rabbits 
are causing extensive damage to the stopbanks, essential for maintaining Blenheim’s flood 
protection defences.  
The K5 strain has been successfully used in New Zealand since 2018 to reduce the impact 
of wild rabbits. It’s specific to rabbits and will not harm any other animals that eat the bait or 
through any carcasses that pets may find.
For more information contact Robin Dunn, Parks and Open Spaces Officer at  
robin.dunn@marlborough.govt.nz; Liam Falconer, Biosecurity Officer at 
liam.falconer@marlborough.govt.nz or phone the Council on 03 520 7400.

Expect delays at Battys Road intersection this week
Motorists should plan for reduced speeds 
and a stop/go in operation at the Battys 
Road/New Renwick Road/Richardson 
Avenue intersection this week as 
construction begins on a new roundabout.
A new sewer pipe will be installed under 
Battys Road, which is expected to take 
between seven and 10 days.
Marlborough Roads Network Manager 
Deanna Gleeson said Omaka Landings’ 
residents were encouraged to exit via 
Richardson Avenue during this time as it will 
be under traffic control. 
“This will prevent traffic trying to exit 
Lancaster Ave during peak times being 
held up due to queuing along New Renwick 
Road,” she said. 

“This site will be under a temporary speed 
limit of 30km/h. The reduced speed and 
stop/go is vital to keep our contractors and 
the public safe. We ask for patience while 
we complete this part of the project,” said 
Deanna.
CMT Group NZ has been awarded the 
contract for the construction of the new 
roundabout. The work will include creating 
a new central island, construction of traffic 
islands, a new footpath and pedestrian 
crossing across Richardson Avenue.
Hours of work will be Monday to Friday 
7.00 am to 5.30 pm and Saturday mornings 
between 7.00 am and 1.00 pm. 
For further information contact Marlborough 
Roads on 03 520 8330.

Sign of the times? 
Someone’s liking for miniature road signs is an expensive habit funded by Marlborough’s 
ratepayers.
Nine signs at the Oliver Park riding track designed for children were removed recently 
leaving local users at a loss. Signs have been stolen before but not in this quantity. This time 
seven ‘Give Way’ and two ‘Stop’ signs have been taken.
Council’s Parks and Open Spaces Officer Robert Hutchinson said it must have been 
premeditated. “Tools would have been needed to remove the clamps on the poles and then 
remove the clamps from the signs. Whoever is responsible left the clamps in a nice pile 
behind,” he said.
As they are smaller than a normal road sign, the signs may be decorating someone’s 
bedroom or garage. 

“At $247 to replace each one, 
plus installation costs, this is 
someone’s expensive habit 
that local ratepayers should 
not have to fund. It’s a shame 
for the local children who 
regularly use the riding track,” 
said Robert.
If anyone has any information 
about the signs please contact 
the Council on 03 520 7400. 
The matter has been reported 
to the Blenheim Police.

The signs can be returned to the Council and no questions will be asked.

Symposium to inspire te reo Māori language advocates
A two-day symposium - Te Kaiaotanga o Te Reo - aims to inspire and empower local 
language advocates with the help of some of the country’s greatest known language 
exponents. 
Ngāti Apa ki Te Rā Tō and Rangitāne o Wairau will work collaboratively to facilitate the first 
Māori language symposium ever to be held here on May 19 and 20 at the ASB Theatre in 
Blenheim.
Speakers include language champion Sir Tīmoti Kāretu, Stacey and Scotty Morrison, Hēmi 
Kelly, Annette Sykes, Te Haakura Ihimaera-Manley and Atareta Milne Tūkiterangi and Renata 
Curtis, Kiley Nepia and Jeremy Tātere MacLeod.
All are welcome but spaces are limited. For more information and to purchase a ticket go to 
www.tekaiaotangaotereo.co.nz

New citizens welcomed at mass ceremony
Marlborough welcomed 50 new citizens of 20 different nationalities at a mass ceremony 
recently, the first of its kind held in the region.
The ceremony at the ASB Theatre recognised those who gained their citizenship last year 
but, due to Covid-19 lockdown, had been unable to take part in an official function.
More than 150 family and friends gathered to support the ‘nearly-new’ citizens along with 
Mayor John Leggett and Mayoress Anne Best, councillors Cynthia Brooks, Jenny Andrews, 
Thelma Sowman, Mark Peters and Brian Dawson, and local MP Stuart Smith. 
The Council’s waiata group performed alongside the Queen Charlotte College kapa haka 
group and Marlborough Girls' College student Rosie McAllister sang the national anthem.
Mayor Leggett told those gathered that the ceremony was an important event in their lives 
and also that of Marlborough and New Zealand. “While you have already received your 
certificates, we are delighted to recognise you here today,” he said.

Free annuals from Seymour Square
Twice each year, our gardeners plant thousands of annuals in the flower beds at Seymour 
Square.  
With autumn here, the time has come for the annuals to be removed and the garden beds 
prepared for winter planting.
The beds will be dug over and the geranium, marigold, pyrethrum, begonia, alyssum, 
coreopsis and gaillardia plants removed and given away.  
Come along on Monday 17 May from 8.00 am to 10.00 am. Our gardeners will be on site to 
help. Please bring your own fork and containers.

Be prepared for an earthquake
There’s a lot of talk about the increased 
probability of the Alpine Fault rupturing in 
the next 50 years.
New research has found that the fault has a 
75 per cent chance of causing a major quake 
- most likely a magnitude 8 - in the next 50 
years. That is much higher than the earlier 
estimate of 30 per cent.
Scientific research has found that the Alpine 
Fault has a history of generating regular, 
large earthquakes. Although we can’t 
predict when an earthquake will occur, we 
can make it easier to prepare and manage 
afterwards. Marlborough can expect to be 
‘on our own’ as a region for seven to 14 days.
Knowing what to do in an earthquake will 
make you more resilient when it happens. 
Start planning with your family and 
neighbours. 

Remember that you may not have power 
or running water for a while, and that 
communications will be affected. 
• Emergency services may be overwhelmed
•  Your neighbours will be your first 

responders
•  Make sure you have enough supplies for 

14 days
•  Have an alternative water supply (bottled 

or tanks)
•  Businesses must develop business 

continuity plans
Find out more about how your home, 
community and business can get ready at 
https://getready.govt.nz/
Find out more about the research about the 
Alpine Fault at https://af8.org.nz/

Temporary road closure - Marlborough Car Club  
Annual Gravel Sprint
On Sunday 16 May the following road is to be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic for the 
Marlborough Car Club Annual Gravel Sprint:
•  Redwood Pass Road between 3.5km and 8.5km from Blenheim end 
During the period of closure, ordinary vehicular traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand Police 
(Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit holder to use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is given under the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

Council
meet

The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at the Council’s Office,  
15 Seymour Street.  

Special Hearing Committee – Long Term 
Plan
Tuesday 1 June at 8.30 am 
Wednesday 2 June at 8.30 am 
Thursday 3 June at 8.30 am

Council
Tuesday 8 June at 9.00 am

Assets & Services Committee
Wednesday 9 June at 9.00 am

Environment Committee
Thursday 10 June at 9.00 am

Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
Friday 11 June at 9.00 am 

The times and dates may be subject to 
change.

Please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standard and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

New Te Tauihu Regional Events Fund launched
A new regional events fund will encourage visitors to Marlborough, Nelson and Tasman to help 
offset the gap left by international tourists.
Nelson’s Regional Development Agency, Nelson City Council, Tasman District Council, 
Destination Marlborough and the Marlborough District Council jointly announced the opening 
of the $1.5m Te Tauihu Regional Event Fund last week.
“The fund, which has been allocated to the region by the Government, aims to stimulate  
out-of-region visitation and increase visitor spend,” said the Council’s Regional Events Advisor, 
Samantha Young.
Event managers and organisers have the opportunity to use the fund to expand existing 
events or develop new events. A wide range of events will be considered for funding over four 
years, and new inter-regional events will also be encouraged.
Destination Marlborough General Manager Jacqui Lloyd said events celebrated all that was 
‘brilliant’ about Marlborough - they encouraged the community and visitors to celebrate, which 
delivered economic, social and cultural benefits. “Events have a strong capacity to reflect 
Marlborough’s unique selling point as a desirable region to live, work and play,” she said.
The Te Tauihu Regional Events Fund is now open and event organisers are invited to apply by 
submitting an expression of interest. 
For more information go to http://bit.ly/TeTauihuRegionalEventsFund 
For further information please contact Samantha Young, Regional Events Advisor at 
samantha.young@marlborough.govt.nz or Ph: 03 520 7400.

Painting the town
In an effort to invigorate Blenheim’s CBD, street artists have begun painting the town 
creating a series of murals on what were once blank concrete walls.
Well-known New Zealand street artists have teamed up with the Blenheim Business 
Association (BBA) to design and create a series of murals that capture Marlborough’s 
character.

The first mural, created by 
Sean Duffell and Swiftmantis, 
is on the western wall of the 
UFS pharmacy and features 
an impressive large scale 
artwork of a Kārearea/
New Zealand falcon. It was 
commissioned with the support 
of the Marlborough Falcon 
Conservation Trust.
BBA Coordinator Caroline 
Stone said street art breathed 
life into walls, stimulated 
conversation and gave a voice 
to local stories.
“We're fortunate to have 
such talented artists come 
and transform plain walls into 

colourful, engaging artworks,” she said.
Other areas set to receive a mural makeover include the Wynen Street pocket park, the 
Hakuna Matata café wall in First Lane and the Farmers store wall in Twelfth Lane.
The project is a joint initiative between the BBA and The Economic Action Marlborough 
(TEAM) Group to stimulate and encourage retail and hospitality activity in response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Library author talk with Neville Higgison
Join us for an author talk with local writer Neville Higgison on Thursday 20 May at 7.00 pm at 
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim).
Neville joined the police in 1968 and retired after 30 years' service. Most of his service was 
in the Criminal Investigation Branch (CIB). He was a member of the Christchurch Armed 
Offenders Squad for 14 years and after retiring from the Police he went to Canterbury 
University where he studied for, and gained, a law degree. 
After admission to the bar, Neville worked as a criminal defence lawyer for six years also 
specialising in employment law. He found himself on occasions acting in court for people he 
had been chasing around in his policing days.
Now retired, he has written a book 'Ruff Justice' named in honour of a young murder victim. 
This book gives an insight, not only into the hard graft of police work, but also into the justice 
system, its perceived failures and how it could be fixed.
Entry is by gold coin donation. All are welcome, no need to register.

Rating Information Database available 
The Council’s Rating Information Database is available for public inspection at 15 Seymour 
Street, Blenheim and 2 Dublin Street, Picton between the hours of 8.00 am and 5.00 pm 
Monday to Friday.
The database can also be accessed online at  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/rates/rates-search
This notice is given pursuant to Section 28 of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002.
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