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Council
meet

The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at the Council’s Office,  
15 Seymour Street. 
Special Hearing Committee -  
Long Term Plan
Tuesday 1 June at 8.30 am 
Wednesday 2 June at 8.30 am 
Thursday 3 June at 8.30 am

Council
Tuesday 8 June at 9.00 am

Assets & Services Committee
Wednesday 9 June at 9.00 am

Environment Committee
Thursday 10 June at 9.00 am

Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
Friday 11 June at 9.00 am

The times and dates may be subject to 
change.

Please contact the Committee Secretary;  
ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

128 submissions received on Long Term Plan 

The Council received 128 public submissions 
on its 2021-31 Long Term Plan (LTP) 
Consultation Document. 
Hearings will be held from 1 to 3 June and 
82 submitters are scheduled to speak.
The Consultation Document explains the 
Council’s key priorities and sets out its 
proposed major projects and levels of 
service over the next 10 years, and the 
impact on rates and debt levels. It proposes 
increased investment in infrastructure and 
economic development, the environment 
and in sports and community facilities. It also 
contains details on a number of proposals 
including:
• Creating a Covid-19 Rates Relief Reserve
• Council’s role in housing
•  Whether to continue with one hour free 

parking in Blenheim and Picton (but with 
an indicative 50% increase in parking 
fees after one hour and an average rating 
impact of $9.33 per rateable property for 
2021-2022)

•  The adoption of a draft Infrastructure 
Strategy, draft Financial Strategy and an 
updated Development Contributions Policy

“This year’s proposed rates increase of 
5.73%, while larger than usual, is an extra 
three dollars a week for the average 
Marlborough household,” said Mayor John 
Leggett.
“Some submitters have requested funding 
for their proposal. The Council will have 
to carefully weigh up these requests as 
they have the potential to further increase 
rates. As always we have to balance the 
aspirations of the community with the 
available funding,” he said.
The Council will consider the submissions 
on 8 June. The LTP will be adopted on 30 
June with new rates effective from 1 July.  
The Consultation Document is available at 
www.marlborough.govt.nz and the public 
submissions can be viewed at:  
www.data.marlborough.govt.nz/ 
LTPSubmissions2021

Dunnies around the district have received a spruce up over the past six months, including 
one of Marlborough’s oldest public loos in Seymour Square.
The chain was finally pulled on the aged public facility at the end of last year, and work on 
the new high capacity, fully accessible toilet complex is scheduled to be completed in the 
next few weeks.
Council Parks and Open Spaces Officer Grahame Smail said the toilet block was 50 years’ 
old, costly to maintain and not accessible. 
“The new building will also provide a storage area for the special equipment used to 
maintain the memorial fountain and other aspects of the Seymour Square premier park 
space,” he said.
Other public toilet facilities that have been freshened up include in Anakiwa (opened in 
December 2020) and Havelock (opened in March 2021). 
Others on the list for upgrades over the next few months include the facilities in Okiwi Bay, 
the Taylor Dam Reserve and the Collins Memorial Reserve.
“The new facilities are a big improvement for our visitors and locals both aesthetically and in 
terms of accessibility for everyone,” said Grahame.
Many of the toilet upgrades are co-funded by the Council and the Government's Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund.

Toilet upgrades on a roll around Marlborough

Northwest Blenheim sewer upgrade on target
Eight months into the 18-month long 
northwest Blenheim sewer upgrade, work 
is progressing well, thanks to great support 
from the community.
Contractors Schick Civil Construction have 
recently finished work in Fulton Street where 
a 255m new gravity main was installed 
through to Colemans Road.
Council’s Projects Engineer Mark Power 
said the residents of Fulton Street had been 
“amazing” through the process and deserved 
a big thank you. 
“The contractors had to contend with 
groundwater throughout work on this section 
which caused delays so we really appreciated 
the residents’ patience,” he said.
Just down the road, work is well underway on 
the second largest of the new pump stations 
in McLauchlan Street.
The first stage of this involved sheet piling 
around the excavated area to create a safe 
operating space before construction of the 
new pump station began. 
“This is noisy and we appreciate the 

understanding of residents nearby. "It is 
critical this preliminary work is done to 
ensure our contractors can operate in a safe 
environment,” said Mark.
In Hutcheson Street, Schick’s team are 
already working on a gravity pipeline which 
runs from Budge Street to Lansdowne Road.
They will be on-site for three to four months 
to replace leaking pipes and future proof the 
system for further growth.
Council’s Assets & Services Manager Richard 
Coningham said the $13.7m project would 
provide for a further 700 homes.
“Marlborough has enjoyed steady growth 
over the last decade. 
While the Council has zoned extensive land 
areas, infrastructure upgrades like this one 
are required to meet demand and satisfy the 
growing need for housing,” he said.
“This project will increase our sewer and 
pump station capacities, reduce the effects of 
inflow and infiltration on the sewer network, 
and also reduce the frequency of overflows,” 
said Richard.

Council Projects Engineer Mark Power inspects 
the new gravity pipeline in Hutcheson Street

The excavated area at the second largest of the 
new pump stations in McLauchlan Street

TEAM Group - Celebrating the successes 
The Economic Action Marlborough (TEAM) Group was formed 
in April last year to support local businesses as part of the 
Covid-19 recovery. Since then TEAM Group has, with Council 
funding, supported a wide variety of economic recovery 
projects. We invited some of the recipients to share their 
story.

Feast Marlborough - sharing the Marlborough food story 
Feast Marlborough is a charitable trust dedicated to telling Marlborough’s food and 
beverage story for the benefit of growers, producers and the community through events. 
Marlborough’s TEAM Covid-19 economic recovery group partnered with Feast Marlborough 
to promote local growers and producers and also to encourage local events that increase 
spending for our tourism, retail and hospitality sectors. The Summer Feast project is a 
great example of a project that helps the immediate response and recovery, but also 
the ‘reimagination’ by seeding future events that could have a long association with 
Marlborough.
In the words of Fiona Fenwick, outgoing Feast Marlborough chair . . . 

What was the problem you were trying to address and did this 
project create the benefits you were expecting?  
It was agreed that Marlborough would benefit in many ways from an 
active events calendar through summer 2021 as part of the continuing 
Covid-19 recovery in the food and beverage and tourism sectors. 

There was also an events gap following the cancellation of the iconic Wine & Food Festival. 
One of the first events to be planned under the Summer Feast initiative was the inaugural 
South Island Cheese Festival held at Waitangi weekend. This event and its success is an 
excellent example of what we aimed to achieve.

How successful was the event?  
Thousands of people attended and it created a buzz around the region and in turn created 
further interest in other events.

Feast Marlborough, who delivered the 
Summer Feast campaign, aim to showcase 
local food and beverage producers and were 
delighted that this event collaborated with 
several others. Those businesses who were 
involved in the event benefitted from crowds 
of cheese fans, with all selling out of their 
produce and committing to future events.

What else would you like to share with the 
community about this initiative?  
The organisers are delighted with the success 
of their event and the support they received 
from Summer Feast. They intend to build on 
this for next year and make this a future iconic 
annual event for the region.
A total of 50 events were created as part of 
the Summer Feast campaign with thousands 
of attendees enjoying our produce and 
beautiful region.

Feast Marlborough was delighted with the success of the inaugural South Island Cheese Festival 
which enticed crowds to Clos Henri vineyard to sample local cheeses including Cranky Goat

Stronger connections forged between Council and Maataa Waka 
A delegation from the Council, led by Mayor John Leggett, visited Maataa Waka Ki Te Tau 
Ihu Trust recently to foster a stronger connection and understanding of the services they 
provide in Te Tau Ihu o Te Waka a Maui (the Top of the South).
Maataa Waka was formed in 1990 to support Māori living in Marlborough with needs and 
nowhere to go for support.
Today the organisation offers a comprehensive range of community services which includes 
providing animal control for the Council.
Mayor John Leggett said it was a very special mihi whakatau for the councillors and staff 
who attended. “The manaakitanga you give to our community is of immense value,” he said.
“At Council, we continue on the pathway of gathering awareness and knowledge in te ao 
Māori, and I firmly believe that whanaungatanga is key to enriching our shared future.”
Maataa Waka Business Manager Gail MacDonald said the experience showed that building 
and maintaining the connections and relationships with community partners was so 
important.  
“It is a timely reminder that even though we are working in different fields we are all working 
for the same cause,” she said.

Mayor John Leggett, Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor and councillors Cynthia Brooks, David Croad and 
Jamie Arbuckle, with Council staff and the team at Maataa Waka Ki Te Tau Ihu Trust

A new rain gauge has been installed up  
Mt Morris to provide Council hydrologists 
with more information on rainfall in the 
Branch catchment in inland Marlborough.
The gauge, located 1550 metres up  
Mt Morris, is the highest altitude rainfall 
gauge to be installed by the Council. 
Its remote location, harsh weather and 
seasonal snow cover presented specific 
design and installation challenges.
The site, which is solar and battery powered, 
is one of five remote rainfall recording sites 
requiring helicopter access. It features two 
gauges - an intensity gauge to provide 
real-time rainfall information and a reference 
gauge to confirm, and if necessary correct, 
the data from the intensity gauge. Other 
climate information such as air temperature, 
humidity and barometric pressure will also 
be available from the site.
Council Environmental Monitoring Officer 
Mark Caldwell, said the site filled a gap in 
Council’s rainfall network.
“Little is known about rainfall patterns in 
the headwaters of the Branch catchment, 
the largest tributary of the Wairau River. It is 
estimated that rainfall in the area is in excess 
of 2,000mm per year so this gauge will allow 
us to record more accurate information. 

In time, it will also help inform the Council’s 
flood prediction modelling.”
“The site has no mobile coverage so the 
data is sent via radio telemetry to the  
Mt Riley repeater and then on to the Council 
offices,” Mark said.
The Council has 23 operated and 
maintained rainfall sites throughout the 
province.
For more information visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/
climate/rainfall

New Mt Morris rain gauge provides valuable information

The new rainfall gauge 1,550 metres up Mt 
Morris is the highest gauge to be installed by the 
Council
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Sounds of Christmas
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Mammoth Garage Sale & Book Fair
Rotary Blenheim South invite you to join them 
in raising funds for local community projects. 
There will be lots on offer with something for 
everyone. 
Fri 21 - Sun 23 May 
Fri & Sat: 9.00 am - 5.00 pm  
Sun: 9.00 am - 1.00 pm 
Waterlea Racecourse, Blenheim

Brass Band Contest
Head along to the ASB Theatre and see bands 
from Nelson, Marlborough and the West Coast 
compete in this 2021 provincial brass band 
competition. Gold coin entry. 
Sat 22 - Sun 23 May 
Sat: 10.00 am - 10.00 pm  
Sun 10.00 am - 3.30 pm 
Street Parade on Queen Street - Sat 1.00 pm 
ASB Theatre Marlborough

The Sweet Caroline Tour -  
A Tribute to Neil Diamond
Take a step back with this beautiful tribute 
concert showcasing well-loved Neil Diamond 
classics. Performed by a world-class 
international band and produced especially 
for the theatre, this is an evening music lovers 
won’t want to miss. 
Tue 25 May; 8.00 pm - 10.30 pm 
ASB Theatre Marlborough

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standard and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Temporary road closure -  
Nelson Marlborough West Coast Band Contest
On Saturday 22 May the following roads are to be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic between 
12.00 pm to 2.00 pm for the Nelson Marlborough West Coast Band Contest.
The roads involved are:
• Charles St: between Henry St/Charles St to Seymour St/Charles St
• Seymour St: Seymour St/Charles St Intersection to Seymour St/Arthur St Intersection
• Seymour St: Seymour St/Arthur St Intersection to Seymour St/George St Intersection
• Arthur St: Arthur St/Henry St Intersection to Arthur St/Queen St Intersection
During the period of closure, ordinary vehicular traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand Police 
(Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit holder to use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is given under the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency will improve pedestrian safety in Renwick and Rai Valley with 
the installation of refuge islands on State Highway 6 (SH6).
A pedestrian refuge is a small concrete island installed in the centre of a road between traffic 
lanes to enable users to carry out a 
two-stage crossing of the road. 
The pedestrian can still only cross the traffic 
lane when it is safe to do so.
The pedestrian refuge location in Rai Valley 
received general community and business 
support,” said Waka Kotahi System Manager 
Top of the South, Andrew James. 
“However, consultation in Renwick was 
interrupted due to the Covid-19 lockdown and 
some people were unhappy with the location, 
due to the loss of two car parks. 
“However, on balance, having gone back 
and talked to people again this year, many 
in Renwick agreed this was the spot where 
people would cross SH6 whether there was 
a pedestrian refuge there or not, so we will 
go ahead with that installation, so that we can 
improve safety for residents and visitors,” he 
said.
Traffic crash statistics showed there had been 
29 crashes within 100 metres of the Renwick 
site in the past 20 years, one of which was 
considered serious, so it was needed urgently 
for everyone’s safety.
The construction cost of each refuge is 
around $25,000. 
A third pedestrian refuge planned for Havelock, also on SH6 in Marlborough, is being paused 
until a suitable site can be agreed with the local community and businesses. 
This will be in the 2021/22 financial year.

Improving safety for pedestrians in Renwick and Rai Valley

 

 

 

 

Renwick Pedestrian Crossing 
2021 

4.5m 

1.8m wide island 

6m min from 
next parking 
area 

3 x White RRPM’s 

 The Rai Valley pedestrian refuge site with the nearby 
proposed Village Green area

The Renwick pedestrian refuge site
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