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Abraham Lincoln once said the best 
way to predict your future is to 
create it.
That is what Marlborough’s youth 
are being encouraged to do at 
the Future of Work conference in 
Blenheim on 8 June.
Organised by the Graeme Dingle 
Foundation Marlborough and the 
Council, the one-day conference 
will showcase what the workplace 
of tomorrow looks like for 
Marlborough’s young people (years 
11 to 13) and inspire them to 
become part of the region’s future. 
The Council has supported the 
event with funding of $10,000.
“The conference was established 
as there is real merit in developing 
our local talent to ensure they are 
well-placed to prosper in tomorrow’s 
workforce,” said the Council’s 
Community Partnerships Advisor, 
Jodie Griffiths.
More than eighty Marlborough 
businesses across 40 industries will 
share information at interactive 
industry “stations”. “It’s an amazing 
opportunity for our young people to 
try out cutting edge technology and 
tools and hear first-hand about the 

realities and opportunities out there 
right now. It’s awe inspiring.”
Smaller group sessions will focus 
on skills to make young people 
more ‘employable’ as well as the 
basics of change management and 
entrepreneurship, and different 
industry perspectives on what the 
future of work means. 
Inspiring speakers round out the day 
including Kono CEO Rachel Taulelei; 
Alexia Hilbertidou (CEO, GirlBoss), 
Scott Cardwell (CEO, ImmerseMe) 
and Fraser McIntosh (Emirates Team 
NZ), who will share their career 
journeys and lessons.
The event is followed by a Future 
of Work conference for employers, 
‘Young Minds, Strong Business’, 
from 5.00 pm to 7.30 pm, to help 
businesses more effectively attract, 
recruit and retain young people.
Both conferences are at the ASB 
Theatre and Marlborough Events 
Centre. Tickets for the student 
conference are available here but 
have nearly sold out:   
bit.ly/36gOV73 
‘Young Minds, Strong Business’ 
tickets are available here:  
bit.ly/FOW-Employers

Are you over 55 and live in Marlborough? 
If so, the Council would like your input into 
a positive ageing plan for Marlborough. 
The survey closes on 14 June.
You can complete it here:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7HD3YWY  
or by scanning the QR code (pictured). 

Physical copies are available from the 
Picton and Blenheim libraries and at the 
Council reception.
For more information, please contact 
Community Partnerships Advisor Jodie 
Griffiths on  
jodie.griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz

Critical infrastructure upgrades to 
wastewater, stormwater and water 
mains in Muller Road are entering 
the next stage.
The $3.4 million project, between 
Redwood and Weld Streets, is part 
of Blenheim’s 30 year infrastructure 
upgrade strategy. “The wastewater 
mains are leaking and must be 
replaced and the Council will 
upgrade and replace the stormwater 
and water supply piping at the 
same time to ‘do it once and do 
it right’,” said the Council’s Assets 
and Services Manager, Richard 
Coningham.
Local contractor Fulton Hogan has 
been engaged to undertake the 
works.
The water main works have now 
been completed between Redwood 
and Scott Streets. The next stage is 
now continuing west from the Scott 
Street end of Muller Road towards 
Weld Street. This is expected to take 
four weeks.
“The old cast iron water main was 
at the end of its life – it’s been in 
the ground for more than 50 years,” 
said Council Projects Engineer, Mike 
Cooper. 
Work has also started on replacing 
the 50 year old stormwater 
pipes from the Redwood Street 
intersection with Muller Road 
through to Weld Street. The new 
pipes range in size from dual 
825mm down to single 750mm 
diameter, replacing the old 750mm 
pipes.
In conjunction with the stormwater 
upgrade, work has also started on 

Last Friday Marlborough District 
Councillors voted to establish a Maori 
ward for Marlborough in time for the 
2022 local government elections. 
Mayor John Leggett said it was a 
momentous day for Marlborough.
Twelve councillors including the Mayor 
voted in favour; there was one vote 
against, by Councillor Jamie Arbuckle. 
Councillor David Croad was absent. 
Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor spoke in 
favour as did a number of councillors.
Members of the public who attended 
the meeting included local iwi 
members, including Kiley Nepia of 
Ngati Apa ki te Ra To, who said it was 
an emotional day, a great day. “For 
who? For the next generation following 
us,” he said.
The Council can now move forward 
with the community consultation 
process for the representation 
review, which will consider whether 
councillors are elected as a whole or 

through a ward structure, or through 
a combination of both. Councillors 
Nadine Taylor, Gerald Hope and 
David Croad were appointed to the 
consultation committee, alongside the 
Mayor.
Voters on the Maori electoral roll will 
be able to vote for a candidate in 
the Maori ward at the next elections. 
According to the 2018 Census, 15.5% of 
Marlborough’s population is of Maori 
descent.
The representation review is required 
under the Local Electoral Act 2001. 
Every six years a council considers 
and proposes to the public the basis 
on which it will be elected at the 
next elections, and how many elected 
members there should be, excluding 
the Mayor. 
The public has a right to make 
submissions to the Council’s initial 
proposal and also appeal or object to 
its final proposal.
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Council Projects Engineer Mike 
Cooper checks out the new 
stormwater pipes destined for below 
ground at Muller Road

laying new sewer pipes.
Traffic detours are in place and the 
public are asked to please follow 
the detour signs so this work can be 
completed safely. Residents will have 
access to their properties from the 
Scott Street end only. 
There may be some property access 
restrictions at different times and 
Fulton Hogan will be in touch 
directly with any residents affected 
closer to the time.
Completion of the project is 
scheduled for later this year.


