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Sounds News He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

Council votes for Māori ward System to make Sounds’ plain sailing

For up to date sailing, news and weather from Marlborough Sounds Marinas visit:  www.msmarinas.co.nz

Head to MarlboroughNZ.com for 
more information 

Marlborough i-SITEs 
are OPEN!

Pop in and visit the team to book 
domestic travel, tours and 

activities across the Marlborough 
region and the rest of NZ.  

 
Open Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

Saturday - Sunday 10am - 2pm 

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need  
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Last Friday Marlborough District Councillors voted to establish a Māori 
ward for Marlborough in time for the 2022 local government elections. 
Mayor John Leggett said it was a momentous day for Marlborough.
Twelve councillors including the Mayor voted in favour; there was one vote against, by 
Councillor Jamie Arbuckle. Councillor David Croad was absent. Deputy Mayor Nadine 
Taylor spoke in favour as did a number of councillors.
Members of the public who 
attended the meeting included local 
iwi members, including Kiley Nepia 
of Ngāti Apa ki te Rā Tō, who said it 
was an emotional day, a great day. 
“For who? For the next generation 
following us,” he said.
The Council can now move forward 
with the community consultation 
process for the representation 
review, which will consider whether 
councillors are elected as a whole 
or through a ward structure, or 
through a combination of both. 
Councillors Nadine Taylor, Gerald 
Hope and David Croad were 
appointed to the consultation 
committee, alongside the Mayor.
Voters on the Māori electoral roll 
will be able to vote for a candidate 
in the Māori ward at the next 
elections. According to the 2018 
Census, 15.5% of Marlborough’s 
population is of Māori descent.
The representation review is 
required under the Local Electoral 
Act 2001. Every six years a council considers and proposes to the public the basis on 
which it will be elected at the next elections, and how many elected members there 
should be, excluding the Mayor. 
The public has a right to make submissions to the Council’s initial proposal and also 
appeal or object to its final proposal.

A new real-time tidal monitoring system soon to be installed in the  
Marlborough Sounds is designed to help boaties avoid troubled waters.
Marlborough Harbourmaster Luke Grogan said the system would provide real-time 
monitoring of tides, currents and water depths, information that was hugely beneficial 
for navigational safety. 
“Strong tides and currents can pose risks to navigation,” he said. “Traditional tidal 
predictions can be quite different to what actually occurs in the Sounds so real-time 
information is the key to ensuring the most accurate information is available on which to 
base decisions.”
Marine and oceanographic survey specialist’s Ocean Numerical and IX Blue will create 
and install the system.
Three tide stations will be established by July - one at Motuara Island near the Northern 
Entrance and two in Tory Channel at locations in Te Weka and Okakuri Bays. Further 
modelling and testing will then be done and Luke expects the system to be fully 
operational by summer.
The project has been funded with $250,000 received from KiwiRail, given to the 
Council as part of an Enforceable Undertaking imposed on the ferry service following an 
accident on the Kaiarahi Interislander ferry in April 2019.
All commercial shipping, fishing and aquaculture operators, and recreational boaties, 
will be able to use the system free of charge.  “It will also provide historical information 
and some modelling of future water movement,” said Luke.


