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Are you over 55 and a Marlborough resident?
The Council is creating a positive 
ageing plan for Marlborough and 
would like your input into what this 
should look like.  
Marlborough has the 
second-highest median aged 
population of all regional councils 
in New Zealand. This ageing 
demographic 

the Marlborough 
community in many areas such as 
work, transport, accessibility and 
health services. This is your chance 
to have your voice included. The 
survey will be open until mid-June.
The survey can be completed 
by scanning this QR code (right) or 
online through this link: 

Take 12 trucks, 100 truckloads of 
concrete and a few dozen pairs of 
hands - mix it all together and the 

new Marlborough District Library 
and Art Gallery.
Last Friday saw one of the biggest 
local concrete pours in recent times 
as the building project on the 
corner of Wynen and High Streets 
in Blenheim recorded another 
milestone.
APL Project Manager Mandy Clark 
said the 12 trucks worked on 
rotation beginning in the early hours 
of the morning with 10 working 
either on site, on Wynen Street or 
in travel to and from the plant, with 
two on breaks.
“As well as the truck drivers and 
crew at the plant, Allied Concrete 
had staff on site from Auckland to 
ensure the quality of the concrete as 
it was pumped,” she said.

slab took 12 hours and involved 
500m3 of concrete, with each 
truck able to carry up to six cubic 

The Council has received an award 
at the recent 2021 Sister Cities New 
Zealand Conference in recognition of 
the Marlborough-Ningxia sister region 
wine technology project.
Awarded best corporate or commercial 
focused project, the sister region 
wine technology project recognises 

technology between both provinces. It 
also highlights the revenue generated 
for Marlborough businesses from the 
relationship.
Council’s Strategic Planning and 
Economic Development Manager, Neil 
Henry, said the Marlborough-Ningxia 
sister region relationship was signed 
in 2017 and was based on a mutual 
economic partnership, through wine 
consultancy, wine technology and 
education. 
“Ningxia is the third largest wine 
region in China and one of the largest 
in the world. With opposite seasons, 
the Marlborough and Ningxia wine 
industries are well placed to facilitate 

the exchange of wine technology and 
expertise.”
“A 2020 evaluation indicated that 
Marlborough businesses have received 
$1.2 million revenue from Ningxia 
related sales, a return of 30:1 from 
Council’s investment in facilitating the 
relationship,” said Neil.
This is the second time the sister city 
relationship between the two regions 
has been recognised. In 2018 the 
Marlborough-Ningxia sister region 
received recognition receiving an award 
from the Chinese People’s Association 
for Friendship with Foreign Countries. 
“Next year it’s Marlborough’s turn to 
host the 2022 Sister Cities New Zealand 
Conference providing us with an 
opportunity to showcase our region to 
a national and international audience,” 
said Neil.
For more information about the 
Marlborough-Ningxia relationship go to: 

There are just a few days left to have 
your say about the Council’s 10-year 
Long Term Plan. Submissions are due in 
by 10 May.
The Long Term Plan Consultation 
Document sets out a plan for the 
Council’s works and services, budgets 
and rates for the next 10 years, but with 
a particular focus on the next three 
years. 
The Consultation Document proposes 
increased investment in infrastructure 
and economic development, the 
environment and in our sports and 
community facilities. 
A rates increase is proposed for the 

2021 of 5.73% - that’s about $160 per 
year or $3 per week for the average 
Marlborough household.
The Consultation Document also 
contains details on a number of 
proposals including: 
 Creating a Covid-19 Rates Relief
Reserve
 Council’s role in housing
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 Whether to continue with one hour
free parking in Blenheim and Picton
town centres, but with an indicative
50% increase in parking fees after one
hour and an average rating impact of
$9.33 per rateable property for 2021-
2022
 The adoption of a draft Infrastructure
Strategy, draft Financial Strategy
and an updated Development
Contributions Policy

read the Consultation Document, which 

marlborough.govt.nz or pick one 
up 
libraries in Blenheim and Picton.

Physical copies are also available in 
the Picton and Blenheim District 
Libraries and at the Council reception.
If you would like to discuss this 
survey, please contact Community 

 

continued until the late 
hours of Friday night, with perfect 
weather conditions ensuring an 
excellent result.
The library and art gallery build is 
one of the largest construction 
projects underway in the region, 
funded by the Council and Central 
Government through the ‘shovel 
ready’ funding administered by 
the Provincial Development Unit.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
MarlboroughOver55 


