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The following meetings is open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agenda will be available online 
and at the Council’s Office, 15 Seymour St. 

Council
Thursday 13 May at 9.00 am

The times and dates may be subject to 
change. 
Please contact the Committee Secretary;  
ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz
Deadline approaching for Long Term Plan submissions
There are just a few days left to have your 
say about the Council’s 10-year Long Term 
Plan. Submissions are due in by 10 May.
The Long Term Plan Consultation Document 
sets out a plan for the Council’s works and 
services, budgets and rates for the next 10 
years, but with a particular focus on the next 
three years. 
The Consultation Document proposes 
increased investment in infrastructure and 
economic development, the environment 
and in our sports and community facilities. 
A rates increase is proposed for the coming 
financial year from 1 July 2021 of 5.73% - 
that’s about $160 per year or $3 per week 
for the average Marlborough household.
The Consultation Document also contains 
details on a number of proposals including:
•  Creating a Covid-19 Rates Relief Reserve 
• Council’s role in housing

•   Whether to continue with one hour free 
parking in Blenheim and Picton town 
centres, but with an indicative 50% 
increase in parking fees after one hour 
and an average rating impact of $9.33 per 
rateable property for 2021-2022

•     The adoption of a draft Infrastructure 
Strategy, draft Financial Strategy and an 
updated Development Contributions Policy

To find out more and have your say, read the 
Consultation Document, which you’ll find on 
our website at www.marlborough.govt.nz or 
pick one up from the Council’s offices and 
libraries in Blenheim and Picton.

Giant floor pour completed for new library and art gallery
Take 12 trucks, 100 truckloads of concrete and a few dozen pairs of hands - mix it all together 
and the result is a new ground floor slab for the Marlborough District Library and Art Gallery.
Last Friday saw one of the biggest local concrete pours in recent times as the building  
project on the corner of Wynen and High Streets in Blenheim recorded another milestone.
APL Project Manager Mandy Clark said the 12 trucks worked on rotation beginning in the 
early hours of the morning with 10 working either on site, on Wynen Street or in travel to and 
from the plant, with two on breaks.
The pour for the entire ground floor slab took 12 hours and involved 500m3 of concrete, with 
each truck able to carry up to six cubic metres per load. Concrete finishing continued until 
the late hours of Friday night, with perfect weather conditions ensuring an excellent result.
The build is one of the largest construction projects underway in the region, funded by the 
Council and Central Government through the ‘shovel ready’ funding administered by the 
Provincial Development Unit.

Are you over 55 and a Marlborough resident?
The Council is creating a positive ageing plan for Marlborough and would like your input into 
what this should look like.  
Marlborough has the second-highest median aged population of all regional councils in New 
Zealand. This ageing demographic will significantly impact the Marlborough community in 
many areas such as work, transport, accessibility and health services.
This is your chance to have your voice included. The survey will be open until mid-June.

The survey can be completed by scanning this QR code,  
online through this link  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MarlboroughOver55  
or you can find physical copies in the Picton and Blenheim District 
Libraries and at the Council reception.
If you would like to discuss this survey, please contact Community 
Partnerships Advisor Jodie Griffiths on 

 jodie.griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz

Discount for dog microchipping during May
If your dog is yet to be microchipped now is 
the time to take action.
During May, microchipping your four-legged 
friend at Animal Control will cost just $15 
compared to the usual $25.
Council’s Animal Control Contract Manager 
Jane Robertson said the Dog Control Act 
1996 requires all dogs registered for the first 
time after 1 July 2006 to be microchipped, 
with the exception of working farm dogs. 
Puppies must be microchipped within two 
months of their first registration.
“Microchipping makes it easy to reunite lost 
and found dogs with their owners. Dogs that 
are microchipped and de-sexed are usually 
entitled to a lower registration fee of $60, 
compared to the usual $90.”
Of the 10,700 dogs registered in 
Marlborough, 874 are currently not 
microchipped.

Some owners may have microchipped their 
dogs but not informed Animal Control.
Dog owners can provide Animal Control 
with certification from their vet, or call into 
the Animal Control office at 56 Main Street, 
Blenheim and have their dog scanned to 
verify its microchip.
“All owners whose dogs are not 
microchipped will receive a letter soon 
informing them of the steps they need 
to take to comply with the microchipping 
requirements,” said Jane.
“Owners who fail to comply with the 
requirements and whose dogs are not 
microchipped by 31 May 2021 can be issued 
with a $300 fine, so act now to avoid a 
penalty in future.” 
Please contact Animal Control on  
Ph: 03 520 9033 to book an appointment to 
have your dog microchipped.

Canvastown playspace makeover complete
Canvastown’s playspace has been given a 
makeover with the finishing touches added 
to the area last month.
The revamped space now boasts a set of 
swings, a rock and boulder waterplay area 
and a drinking fountain, as well as an area 
of stepping posts and timber logs - a nod to 
the town’s forestry heritage.
The redevelopment began at the end of 
January following consultation with the 
local community to ensure their vision was 
captured in the new design. 
The project came full circle at its conclusion, 
with the local community turning out to help 
add the finishing touches including planting 
native grasses and shrubs and laying new 
bark-chip and gravel. 

Councillor Barbara Faulls and contractor 
Downers also attended the community 
event. 

Canvastown’s newly revamped playspace 

Bayleys’ Friday Night Feast
Head into town for a rip-roaring street party 
with mouth-watering Marlborough food and 
drink, great live entertainment, celebrity 
chefs and a whole lot of fun. Bring the kids - 
there will be something for everyone!
Fri 7 May; 3.30 pm - 8.30 pm 
Market Place, Blenheim CBD

Saint Clair Vineyard Half  
Marathon 
There’s still time to register! Challenge and 
enjoy yourself at the most unique, social and 
picturesque running event in New Zealand. 
Not feeling quite ready for the full distance? 
Give the new 12km option a go instead.
Sat 8 May; 9.00 am - 3.00 pm 
Saint Clair Family Estate, Selmes Road, 
Rapaura

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standard and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Vacant building for community group lease
A building suitable for use by a community group has become available. The Council is 
calling for submissions from any interested community group for the leasing of the former 
Girl Guides buildings at 2 Taylor Pass Road, Blenheim.
The main building is approximately 115m2, the garage is 50m2 (approx.) and the shed is 
15m2 (approx.).
Long Term Plan submissions can be submitted directly to the Council, attention Nicole 
Chauval, no later than 10 May 2021.
For further information or to arrange a viewing of the buildings please contact the Council’s 
property managers:
APL Property Limited 
Attention Stephen Folster 
Phone: 03 577 7780 
Email: steve.folster@aplproperty.co.nz

Temporary road closure - Bayleys’ Friday Night Feast
On Friday 7 May the following roads are closed to ordinary vehicle traffic for the Bayleys’ 
Friday Night Feast:
• Market St south (High St to Charles St) 7.00 am to 11.30 pm
• Wynen St (Market to First Lane, including First Lane) 7.00 am to 11.30 pm
• One lane of Charles St (Queen St to Market St) affecting traffic coming from Queen St
During the period of closure, ordinary vehicular traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand Police 
(Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit holder to use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is given under the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

Temporary road closure - Saint Clair Vineyard Half Marathon
On Saturday 8 May the following roads are closed to ordinary vehicle traffic for the Saint 
Clair Vineyard Half Marathon:
• O'Dwyers Road (full length) from 7.00 am until 10.30 am
• Thomsons Ford Road (full length) from 7.00 am until 10.30 am
• End of Wratts Road (1.490km - 2.080km) from 7.00 am until 3.00 pm
During the period of closure, ordinary vehicular traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand Police 
(Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit holder to use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is given under the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

On the road again . . .
We use them every day and every now and 
again we even complain about them, but 
we could not cope without them - what are 
they? Our local roads!
Marlborough has been a hive of activity 
these past few months as road repair crews 
from the Marlborough Roads Joint Venture 
maintenance team deliver the Network 
Outcomes Contract (NOC) and work on a 
programme of improvements around  
the district. 
The Marlborough Roads Joint Venture, a 
collaboration between Heb Construction 
and Fulton Hogan, was established a year 
ago in the midst of the Level 4 lockdown to 
manage the NOC and maintain local roads 
and state highways for the Council and 
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency.
“It has been a pretty eventful year for the 
team and kicking off the contract during 
lockdown created many challenges. 
However, our team have made some huge 
leaps forward in recent months, and we 
are starting to see the benefit of this on the 
ground,” said Marlborough Roads’ Manager 
Steve Murrin.
Known by those in the sector as ‘the 
sealing season”, this runs from just prior to 
Christmas to the end of March and is the 
time when the temperature on the ground is 
at its optimum for a good finish.
“It may feel like there are roadworks 
everywhere at times but we have been no 
busier than usual,” said Steve. “It’s always 
our most hectic time of year. We do our 
best to work around the grape harvest but 
ultimately what is good for the roads is good 
for grapes too. This is our harvest.” 

“The reason we reseal a road is exactly the 
same as why you repaint your house. A seal 
has a certain life and when it gets to the end 
of its life a new seal needs to be applied. 
Otherwise water will get into the underlying 
road pavement and cause the road to fail. 
As with your house if water gets into the 
weatherboards the timber will start to rot,” 
he said.
The warmer spring and summer months are 
the only time sealing work can be carried 
out. The warm temperatures and dry air help 
the new seal stick to the road surface, and 
allow the chip to bed in, which is why you 
see road repair teams around the district at 
this time of year.
“We appreciate it can be frustrating for road 
users and local residents but we are really 
working hard to improve our local roads, 
increase safety and make your journey 
better,” said Steve.

Council receives recognition at Sister Cities NZ Conference
Council has received an award at the recent 2021 Sister Cities New Zealand Conference in 
recognition of the Marlborough-Ningxia sister region wine technology project.
Awarded best corporate or commercial focused project, the sister region wine technology 
project recognises the significant investment in wine technology between both provinces. It 
also highlights the revenue generated for Marlborough businesses from the relationship.
Council’s Strategic Planning and Economic Development Manager, Neil Henry, said the 
Marlborough-Ningxia sister region relationship was signed in 2017 and was based on a 
mutual economic partnership, through wine consultancy, wine technology and education.
“Ningxia is the third largest wine region in China and one of the largest in the world. With 
opposite seasons, the Marlborough and Ningxia wine industries are well placed to facilitate 
the exchange of wine technology and expertise.”
“A 2020 evaluation indicated that Marlborough businesses have received $1.2 million 
revenue from Ningxia related sales, a return of 30:1 from Council’s investment in facilitating 
the relationship,” Neil said.
This is the second time the sister city relationship between the two regions has been 
recognised. In 2018 the Marlborough-Ningxia sister region received recognition receiving an 
award from the Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries.
“Next year it’s Marlborough’s turn to host the 2022 Sister Cities New Zealand Conference 
providing us with an opportunity to showcase our region to a national and international 
audience,” Neil said.
For more information about the Marlborough-Ningxia relationship go to:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/marlborough-sister-cities/ningxia-factsheet

From left, Marlborough representatives Mike Porter, Councillor Gerald Hope, Neil Henry, Mayor John 
Leggett, Mayoress Anne Best and Cathie Bell, receive the 2021 Sister Cities New Zealand Award from 
Sister Cities NZ President Hiromi Morris

Mapping Marlborough for an emergency 
In an emergency the first person you’ll see 
will probably be your neighbour. 
That doesn’t mean the emergency 
services won’t be out there responding. 
Marlborough Emergency Management has 
divided our region into sectors and in an 
emergency will be checking each sector as 
quickly as they can.  
Other emergency services and volunteer 
organisations play a key role in helping do 
this. This means you could see emergency 
services vehicles driving through your 
street but not necessarily stopping. 
So, while you might not have someone in a 
uniform knocking at your door, emergency 
responders will be out and about getting 
an overview of any damage and using that 
information to prioritise their response. 

Remember, you might be the first person 
to knock at your neighbour’s door in 
an emergency because preparedness 
and response is about all of us working 
together.

Marlborough Emergency Response Team 
members using the mapping tool for 
reconnaissance in an emergency
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