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A nationwide test of the 
Emergency Mobile Alert 
system will take place on the 
evening of Sunday 22 May, 
between 6.00pm and 7.00pm. 
Expect to hear an alarm 
noise coming from your 
mobile phone. 
The annual test allows 
the National Emergency 
Management Agency to 
evaluate the mobile alerting 
system. It’s also designed to 
help familiarise the public with 
what an Emergency 
Mobile Alert sounds like 

and how your phone 
presents the message.
Emergency Mobile Alerts are 
messages about emergencies 
sent by authorised 
emergency agencies to 
capable mobile phones. 
The alerts help keep people 
safe and are broadcast to all 
capable phones from cell 
phone towers. The alerts can 
be targeted to areas affected 
by serious hazards and are 
only sent when there is a 
serious threat to life, 
health or property, or for 

Totara, oak, pinus radiata, 
manuka, eucalpytus and wetlands 
all featured in a recent field day 
organised by the Marlborough 
Landscape Group to encourage 
landowners to plant more trees. 
Sixty people were hosted 
by David and Sue Dillon at 
The Throne, their farm in the 
Waihopai Valley. 'Trees for profit 
and pleasure' was the theme of 
the day, with Council staff and 
other guest speakers discussing 

the benefits of trees, including 
shade and shelter, carbon credits, 
biodiversity and providing a cash 
crop. 
David Dillon, who is Federated 
Farmers’ representative on the 
Marlborough Landscape Group, 
said the plantings at The Throne 
are inspirational for their scale 
and variety. “Every year I put in 
a plantation. It’s like doing the 
shearing,” he said.
Co-chair Councillor Jamie 

Arbuckle applauded The Throne 
as a great example of the benefit 
of planting trees for farm income 
as well as value to the landscape. 
Marlborough Landscape 
Group works with Council 
and the community to protect 
and enhance the region’s 
environment. Members include 
representatives from iwi, 
local businesses, forestry, 
farming, winegrowing and 
environmental groups. 

Used face masks and rapid 
antigen test (RAT) kits are not 
recyclable in Marlborough.
Please don’t place these items in 
your kerbside recycling or in any 
of the rural community recycling 

or transfer station recycling bins. 
There has been media coverage 
saying some companies can 
reprocess these items but 
this service is not available in 
Marlborough. Used face masks 

and rapid antigen test kits 
should be treated as waste 
and disposed of accordingly 
in kerbside Council rubbish 
bags or at Council’s transfer 
stations.

Emergency Mobile Alert on 22 May

Field day encourages trees in the landscape

Face masks and RATs are not recyclable 

Survey reveals housing preferences 
The results of the ‘The Housing 
We’d Choose’ survey was 
presented to the Planning, 
Finance and Community 
Committee last Thursday. 
Over 300 residents were 
surveyed in Blenheim, Renwick, 
Spring Creek and Grovetown. 
The survey aimed to find out 
what people say they would 
choose for their future housing 
needs based on their ability to 
pay. The majority of respondents 
said they would prefer a 
standalone dwelling. However, 
once affordability was considered, 
over a third were willing to 
consider a higher density form 
of housing such as a townhouse, 
duplex or apartment.  
The survey found the most 
important criteria for people in 
their housing choice were:
• Location - easy access to

shops/the CBD was most
important

• Facilities - close to a park/
reserve was most important,
followed by proximity to a
GP, hospital and recreational
facilities

• Environment - safe from
crime was most important,
followed by safe from natural
hazards, away from industrial
areas, roads and noise

• Property - garage/off-street
parking was most important,
followed by freehold, sunny
and standalone

Of those surveyed, 76 per cent 
were owner occupiers and 24 
per cent were renters. 
One person households make up 
a quarter of all households, which 
the report notes is expected to 
increase to one third by 2043.
Committee Chair Mark Peters said 
they were interesting findings.

“It’s a very important piece of 
market research and it clearly 
shows that there is demand for 
different types of housing other 
than the traditional standalone 
three bedroom house.”
“The Council wants to see inner 
Blenheim thriving in the long 
term. Having more people 
living in or close to the town 
centre can bring vitality and 
generate economic, social and 
cultural activity and benefits.” 
“While the Council encourages 
landowners in appropriate 
fringe areas of Blenheim to 
develop new greenfield housing, 
providing roading and water 
infrastructure in those areas is 
expensive. The advantage of 
developing housing in inner 
Blenheim is that it already 
has the infrastructure.” 
The Council’s planning team will 
undertake a review of the Urban 
Residential Zone 1 planning 
provisions next financial year, he 
said. This would seek to identify 
any constraints to intensification 
in that zone. 
“The Urban Residential Zone 1 
surrounds the Central Business 
District and is intended to 
provide for more intensive 
housing options. However, that 
intensification is not occurring 
at the rate that was anticipated. 
It is important to understand 
the reasons why.” 
“There is also great potential 
for the Central Business District 
and some of the industrial 
parts of inner Blenheim to move 
to mixed use or more compact 
townhouses or apartments 
as well.” 
To read the survey go to: 
https://bit.ly/
HousingWedChoose 

testing purposes.
You can find out more at: 
https://getready.govt.nz/
emergency-mobile-alert/

Council Biodiversity Coordinator Mike Aviss highlights the benefits of growing Totara on a 
pastoral farm

Carbon credit expert Murray McClintock explains how the Emissions Trading Scheme works for 
exotic and native plantations


